Me To We Craig Kielburger

— —

' 25th
| ANNIVERSARY
A EDITION

FINDING MEANING in a
MATERIAL WORLD

Me to We Craig Kielburger is a powerful movement that inspires individuals to make a
difference in the world through social entrepreneurship and community engagement.
Founded by Craig Kielburger and his brother Marc, Me to We is not just an organization;
it's a philosophy that encourages young people and adults alike to take action in their
communities and beyond. This article explores the origins of Me to We, its mission, and
how Craig Kielburger's vision has transformed into a global movement.



Origins of Me to We

Craig Kielburger's journey began at a young age when he learned about child labor
practices in developing countries. At just 12 years old, he founded "Free The Children," an
organization that aimed to eliminate child labor and empower youth. This initiative laid
the groundwork for what would eventually become Me to We.

Free The Children

- Inception: Founded in 1995, Free The Children sought to educate children about global
issues and inspire them to take action.

- Focus: The organization primarily focused on children's rights, education, and health,
emphasizing the need for social justice.

- Global Reach: Over the years, Free The Children grew into one of the world's largest
youth-driven organizations, impacting millions of young lives across the globe.

As Free The Children expanded, Craig and Marc realized that while they were addressing
immediate issues, there was a need for sustainable solutions that empowered individuals
to create lasting change. This realization led to the birth of Me to We.

What is Me to We?

Me to We is a social enterprise that supports the mission of Free The Children by
providing people with opportunities to engage in social change through their everyday
choices. The organization operates on the belief that everyone can make a difference in
the world, no matter how small their actions may seem.

Core Principles of Me to We

1. Empowerment: Me to We empowers individuals, particularly youth, to take initiative in
their communities.

2. Social Responsibility: The organization emphasizes the importance of giving back and
being socially conscious consumers.

3. Sustainable Development: Me to We promotes sustainable practices that benefit both
local and global communities.

4. Collaboration: The movement fosters partnerships with various organizations,
communities, and individuals to amplify its impact.

Programs and Initiatives

Me to We runs a variety of programs and initiatives designed to empower individuals and
communities. Some of the key components include:



Me to We Trips

These experiential trips allow individuals to travel to developing countries and engage in
community service projects. Participants work alongside local communities on projects
such as building schools, providing clean water, and improving health care facilities.

We Schools

We Schools is an educational program that provides resources and curriculum to
educators. The program encourages students to take action on social issues and promotes
a culture of service within schools.

We Day

We Day is a series of large-scale events that celebrate youth and their commitment to
social change. These events feature motivational speakers, performances, and
opportunities for students to engage with social issues.

The Impact of Me to We

The influence of Me to We extends far beyond its immediate programs. The organization
has inspired a generation of young people to become socially conscious leaders. Here are
some notable impacts:

Education and Empowerment

- Accessibility: Through its initiatives, Me to We has helped provide education to over a
million children worldwide.

- Empowerment: The organization encourages young people to develop leadership skills
and engage in their communities.

Global Community Building

- Cross-Cultural Exchanges: Me to We trips foster understanding and cooperation between
different cultures.

- Support for Local Economies: By focusing on sustainable development, Me to We helps
create jobs and improve living conditions in the communities it serves.



Craig Kielburger: A Leader in Social Change

Craig Kielburger's vision and dedication to social change have made him a prominent
figure in the field of social entrepreneurship. His work has not only transformed the lives
of countless individuals but also inspired many others to take up the mantle of social
responsibility.

Achievements and Recognition

- Books and Publications: Craig is an accomplished author, having written several books
on social entrepreneurship and youth empowerment.

- Awards: He has received numerous accolades for his contributions, including the Order
of Canada, recognizing his commitment to social justice.

- Speaking Engagements: Craig is a sought-after speaker, sharing his experiences and
insights on leadership, social change, and youth empowerment around the world.

How to Get Involved with Me to We

There are numerous ways for individuals to get involved with Me to We and make a
difference:

Volunteer Opportunities

- Local Initiatives: Join local events or campaigns to support community service projects.
- Fundraising: Participate in fundraising efforts to support Me to We's programs.

Education and Advocacy

- We Schools Program: Educators can incorporate the We Schools program into their
curriculum to foster a culture of service in their schools.

- Raise Awareness: Use social media platforms to share information about Me to We and
its initiatives.

Participate in Me to We Trips

Engage in meaningful travel experiences that allow you to work directly with communities
in need while gaining a deeper understanding of global issues.



Conclusion

Me to We Craig Kielburger is more than just a movement; it is a call to action for
individuals to take responsibility for the world around them. Through education,
empowerment, and sustainable practices, Me to We continues to inspire countless
individuals to make a positive impact. By joining this movement, you too can contribute to
a brighter future for communities around the globe and become a part of a legacy that
champions social change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main mission of Me to We founded by Craig
Kielburger?

The main mission of Me to We is to empower individuals to create positive social change
through their everyday choices, promoting a model of social enterprise that connects
consumers to global issues and encourages them to take action.

How did Craig Kielburger's childhood experiences
influence the creation of Me to We?

Craig Kielburger was inspired to create Me to We after learning about child labor and the
plight of children in developing countries. His early experiences advocating for children's
rights fueled his passion for social justice and led to the establishment of Me to We as a
platform for youth activism.

What are some key initiatives or programs associated
with Me to We?

Key initiatives of Me to We include the We Day events, which celebrate youth activism, the
We Schools program that provides educational resources to schools, and various social
enterprise projects that fund development work in communities around the world.

How does Me to We promote youth engagement in
social issues?

Me to We promotes youth engagement through educational programs, leadership training,
and events like We Day, where young people are inspired to take action on social issues,
learn about global challenges, and connect with like-minded peers.

What impact has Me to We had on global communities
since its inception?

Since its inception, Me to We has had a significant impact on global communities by
funding development projects, providing clean water, healthcare, and education, and
empowering local leaders, thereby improving the quality of life for thousands of



individuals in various countries.
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Discover how Craig Kielburger and Me to We are transforming lives through social
entrepreneurship. Learn more about their impactful initiatives and vision!
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