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Mcculloch v Maryland worksheet is a pivotal case in the history of American constitutional law,
decided by the Supreme Court in 1819. This landmark decision established important precedents
regarding federalism, the powers of the federal government, and the role of the states. The case
arose from a conflict between the state of Maryland and the federal government over the
establishment of a national bank and the authority of state governments to tax federal entities. This
article will delve into the background of the case, its legal questions, the Supreme Court's ruling,
and its lasting impact on American jurisprudence.

Background of the Case

In the early 19th century, the United States was still a young nation grappling with issues of
governance, economic development, and the balance of power between state and federal authorities.
The creation of a national bank was proposed to help stabilize the fledgling economy and facilitate
financial transactions. In 1816, Congress established the Second Bank of the United States, which
was intended to serve as a repository for federal funds and a stabilizing force in the economy.

However, the establishment of the bank was met with resistance, particularly from states that felt it
infringed upon their authority. One such state was Maryland, which sought to impose a tax on the
bank's Baltimore branch. This tax was designed to challenge the legitimacy of the national bank and



assert state sovereignty. The bank's cashier, James McCulloch, refused to pay the tax, leading to a
legal battle that would ultimately reach the Supreme Court.

Legal Questions at Stake

The Supreme Court was tasked with addressing several critical legal questions in the McCulloch v.
Maryland case:

1. Does Congress have the authority to establish a national
bank?
This question revolved around the interpretation of the Constitution, particularly the Necessary and
Proper Clause. Opponents of the bank argued that the Constitution did not explicitly grant Congress
the power to create a bank.

2. Can a state tax a federal entity?
This question addressed the relationship between state and federal governments. Maryland
contended that it had the right to tax any business operating within its borders, including the
national bank.

The Supreme Court's Ruling

The Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice John Marshall, issued a unanimous decision that upheld the
authority of the federal government. The Court's ruling can be summarized in two main points:

1. Congress has the power to establish a national bank.
Chief Justice Marshall argued that the Constitution grants Congress implied powers in addition to its
enumerated powers. He invoked the Necessary and Proper Clause, asserting that the establishment
of a national bank was a reasonable means to execute its fiscal responsibilities. The Court
recognized the need for a central banking system to effectively manage the nation’s finances and
promote economic stability.

2. States cannot tax federal entities.
In addressing the second question, Marshall declared that the power to tax involves the power to
destroy. He reasoned that allowing states to tax the federal bank would undermine federal authority
and destabilize the nation’s financial system. The Court's decision established the principle that
federal law is supreme over state law, reinforcing the notion of federal supremacy within the
framework of American federalism.



Impact of the Ruling

The McCulloch v. Maryland decision had far-reaching implications for the American legal landscape
and the relationship between state and federal governments. Some of the most significant impacts
include:

1. Strengthening Federal Power
The ruling affirmed the supremacy of the federal government and its capacity to exercise implied
powers. It allowed Congress to take actions that were not explicitly stated in the Constitution, thus
broadening the scope of federal authority. This interpretation laid the groundwork for future
expansions of federal power, as seen in subsequent legislation and judicial decisions.

2. Establishing the Doctrine of Implied Powers
The case established the doctrine of implied powers, which allows the federal government to
undertake actions necessary to carry out its constitutional responsibilities. This doctrine has been
invoked numerous times in subsequent court cases and legislative actions, leading to the expansion
of federal programs and interventions in various sectors, including education, healthcare, and civil
rights.

3. Federal Supremacy over State Laws
McCulloch v. Maryland reinforced the principle of federal supremacy, clarifying that when state laws
conflict with federal laws, federal laws prevail. This principle continues to govern the relationship
between state and federal governments and serves as a foundation for many legal battles in the U.S.

4. Influence on Future Cases
The principles established in McCulloch v. Maryland have been cited in numerous Supreme Court
cases, shaping the interpretation of the Constitution. Cases such as Gibbons v. Ogden (1824), which
affirmed federal control over interstate commerce, and Wickard v. Filburn (1942), which expanded
federal power under the Commerce Clause, draw heavily from the precedents set by McCulloch.

Conclusion

In summary, McCulloch v. Maryland represents a cornerstone of American constitutional law. By
affirming the authority of Congress to create a national bank and establishing the principle of
federal supremacy over state law, the case has had a profound and lasting impact on the structure of
American government. It set the stage for the expansion of federal power and clarified the
relationship between state and federal authorities, a dynamic that continues to evolve in
contemporary legal and political discourse. Understanding this case is essential for grasping the
complexities of American federalism and the ongoing discussions surrounding the balance of power
in the United States.



For students and educators, exploring a McCulloch v Maryland worksheet can serve as a valuable
tool for examining these legal principles, encouraging critical thinking about the implications of the
ruling, and fostering a deeper understanding of the American legal system.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main issue at stake in McCulloch v. Maryland?
The main issue was whether the state of Maryland had the power to tax a federal institution,
specifically the Second Bank of the United States, and whether Congress had the authority to create
the bank itself.

What constitutional principles were established by the
Supreme Court's ruling in McCulloch v. Maryland?
The ruling established the principles of federal supremacy over state laws and the implied powers of
Congress, affirming that the federal government has powers beyond those explicitly listed in the
Constitution.

How did McCulloch v. Maryland impact the balance of power
between state and federal governments?
The decision reinforced the supremacy of federal law, limiting the power of states to interfere with
or tax federal institutions, thus strengthening the federal government’s role in the American political
system.

What role did Chief Justice John Marshall play in McCulloch v.
Maryland?
Chief Justice John Marshall wrote the majority opinion, which articulated the rationale behind the
decision, emphasizing the necessity of a strong federal government and the broad interpretation of
its powers.

What was the significance of the phrase 'the power to tax
involves the power to destroy' in the ruling?
This phrase underscored the idea that allowing states to tax federal entities could lead to their
destruction, thus ensuring that federal institutions are protected from state interference.

How does McCulloch v. Maryland relate to the concept of
implied powers?
The case is significant in establishing the doctrine of implied powers, which allows Congress to
exercise powers not explicitly stated in the Constitution, as long as they are in service of its
enumerated powers.
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