Medical Terminology Abbreviations

Worksheet

Common Medical Abbreviations

1. before

Z.p

3, nig

4, 2.4,

5. abd

&, bathroom privileges
7. NPD

B, stat

3. no known drug allergies
0. DFC

11, discontinue

12, before meals

13, p.c.

14, pors

15. after

16, post prandial

17. as desired

18. cath

19, last menstrual period
20. diagnasis

21, Bx

22, ROM

23, dead on arrival

24, ADL

23, soap suds enema

26, CXR

MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEET IS AN ESSENTIAL TOOL FOR STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS IN THE
HEALTHCARE FIELD. MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY IS FILLED WITH COMPLEX TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS THAT CAN BE OVERWHELMING
FOR THOSE NEW TO THE FIELD. A WORKSHEET FOCUSED ON THESE ABBREVIATIONS CAN HELP LEARNERS FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES
WITH THE LANGUAGE USED IN MEDICINE, ENABLING THEM TO COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY IN CLINICAL SETTINGS. IN
THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE IMPORTANCE OF MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS, THE TYPES OF ABBREVIATIONS COMMONLY

A, positive

B.a

C. biopsy

D. range of motion
E. negative

F. pp

G. eating

H. BRP

I. chest x-ray

J. D

K. nothing by mouth
L. immediately

M. discharge

M. activities of daily living
0. 0C

P abdomen

Q. catheter

R. after meals

5. ad lib

T. a.c.

U, DO

V., HKDA

W, 55E

X. LMP

Y. after

L. of each

USED, AND HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE WORKSHEET FOR STUDYING THESE TERMS.

THE IMPORTANCE OF MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS

MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS ARE SHORTHAND REPRESENTATIONS OF MEDICAL TERMS AND PHRASES. THEY ARE CRUCIAL FOR SEVERAL

REASONS:



1. EFFICIENCY: IN A FAST-PACED MEDICAL ENVIRONMENT, TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. ABBREVIATIONS ALLOW HEALTHCARE
PROFESSIONALS TO COMMUNICATE QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY, ESPECIALLY IN WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION.

2. STANDARDIZATION: ABBREVIATIONS HELP STANDARDIZE MEDICAL LANGUAGE ACROSS DIFFERENT HEALTHCARE SETTINGS. THIS
CONSISTENCY IS VITAL FOR ENSURING THAT ALL PROFESSIONALS UNDERSTAND THE SAME TERMINOLOGY, MINIMIZING THE RISK OF
MISCOMMUNICATION.

3. SPACE-SAVING: MEDICAL RECORDS CAN BE EXTENSIVE, AND USING ABBREVIATIONS HELPS SAVE SPACE WHILE MAINTAINING
CLARITY. THIS IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS (EHRS) \WHERE SPACE MAY BE LIMITED.

4. LEARNING TooL: FOR STUDENTS AND NEW PROFESSIONALS, MASTERING MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS IS A CRITICAL STEP IN
LEARNING THE LANGUAGE OF MEDICINE. A DEDICATED WORKSHEET CAN SERVE AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE IN THIS LEARNING
PROCESS.

TyPES oF MepICAL ABBREVIATIONS

MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS CAN BE CATEGORIZED INTO SEVERAL TYPES. UNDERSTANDING THESE CATEGORIES CAN HELP USERS
GRASP THE NUANCES OF MEDICAL LANGUAGE MORE EFFECTIVELY.

1. LATIN ABBREVIATIONS

LATIN ABBREVIATIONS ARE COMMONLY USED IN PRESCRIPTIONS AND MEDICAL DOCUMENTATION. SOME EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- Rx: PRESCRIPTION

- Q.D.: ONCE A DAY (QUAQUE DIE)

- B.1.D.. TWICE A DAY (BIS IN DIE)

- T.1.0.: THREE TIMES A DAY (TER IN DIE)
- P.R.N.: As NEEDED (PRO RE NATA)

2. ANATOMICAL ABBREVIATIONS

THESE ABBREVIATIONS REFER TO SPECIFIC BODY PARTS OR SYSTEMS. EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- CNS: CenTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM
- Gl: GASTROINTESTINAL

- CV: CARDIOVASCULAR

- Resp: RESPIRATORY

3. DIAGNOSTIC ABBREVIATIONS

DIAGNOSTIC ABBREVIATIONS ARE USED TO DESCRIBE TESTS OR PROCEDURES. SOME COMMON ONES ARE:

- CBC: CoMpLETE BLoob CounT

- MRI: MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING
- CT: CoMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY

- EKG/ECG: ELECTROCARDIOGRAM



4. TREATMENT AND MEDICATION ABBREVIATIONS

THESE ABBREVIATIONS ARE OFTEN USED IN TREATMENT PLANS AND PRESCRIPTIONS:
- PO: By MouTH (PER OS)
- [V: INTRAVENOUS

- IM: INTRAMUSCULAR
- NPO: NOTHING BY MOUTH (NIL PER OS)

5. MISCELLANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS

THERE ARE NUMEROUS OTHER ABBREVIATIONS THAT DO NOT FIT NEATLY INTO THE CATEGORIES ABOVE:
- DOB: DATE oF BIRTH
- D/C: DISCONTINUE OR DISCHARGE

- N/A: NOoT APPLICABLE
- SOB: SHORTNESS OF BREATH

CREATING A MeDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS W/ ORKSHEET

A WELL-STRUCTURED MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEET CAN GREATLY ENHANCE THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE.
HERE ARE STEPS TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE WORKSHEET:

1. DerINE THE PURPOSE

BEFORE CREATING THE W ORKSHEET, DETERMINE ITS PURPOSE. IS IT FOR SELF=STUDY, GROUP LEARNING, OR CLASSROOM USE?
UNDERSTANDING THE TARGET AUDIENCE WILL HELP TAILOR THE CONTENT APPROPRIATELY.

2. OrGANIZE BY CATEGORIES

ORGANIZE ABBREVIATIONS INTO CATEGORIES AS DISCUSSED ABOVE. [HIS STRUCTURE WILL MAKE IT EASIER FOR LEARNERS TO
NAVIGATE THE WORKSHEET AND FIND SPECIFIC TERMS. FOR INSTANCE, YOU MIGHT HAVE SECTIONS FOR LATIN ABBREVIATIONS,
ANATOMICAL TERMS, DIAGNOSTIC TESTS, AND SO FORTH.

3. INCLUDE DEFINITIONS

EACH ABBREVIATION SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY ITS FULL FORM AND A BRIEF DEFINITION. THIS PRACTICE NOT ONLY AIDS IN
MEMORIZATION BUT ALSO HELPS LEARNERS UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT IN WHICH EACH ABBREVIATION IS USED.

EXAMPLE:

- CBC: CompLETE BLoob COUNT = A COMMON BLOOD TEST THAT EVALUATES OVERALL HEALTH AND DETECTS A VARIETY OF
DISORDERS, SUCH AS ANEMIA AND INFECTION.



4. Aop ViIsuAaL Aibs

INCORPORATING VISUAL ELEMENTS CAN ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING AND RETENTION. CONSIDER ADDING DIAGRAMS OR CHARTS TO
ILLUSTRATE HOW CERTAIN ABBREVIATIONS ARE USED IN CLINICAL DOCUMENTATION OR IN THE CONTEXT OF BODY SYSTEMS.

5. INcLUDE PRACTICE EXERCISES

T O REINFORCE LEARNING, INCLUDE PRACTICE EXERCISES ON THE \WORKSHEET. THESE COULD BE FILL-IN-THE-BLANK SECTIONS,
MATCHING EXERCISES, OR MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS THAT CHALLENGE LEARNERS TO RECALL THE MEANINGS OF DIFFERENT
ABBREVIATIONS.

ExAMPLE EXERCISES:

- MATCH THE ABBREVIATION WITH ITS FULL TERM:
- AL EKG

- B.NPO

-C. M

-D. CNS

A. NOTHING BY MOUTH

B. ELECTROCARDIOGRAM
C.
D.

INTRAMUSCULAR

1.
2.
3.
4.D. CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM

6. PRoOVIDE A KEY FOR SELF-ASSESSMENT

INCLUDE AN ANSWER KEY FOR THE EXERCISES AT THE END OF THE WORKSHEET. THIS ALLOWS LEARNERS TO CHECK THEIR
ANS\WERS AND ASSESS THEIR UNDERSTANDING INDEPENDENTLY.

7. ENCOURAGE COLLABORATION

IF THE WORKSHEET IS INTENDED FOR A GROUP SETTING, ENCOURAGE COLLABORATIVE LEARNING. LEARNERS CAN PAIR UP OR FORM
SMALL GROUPS TO QUIZ EACH OTHER ON THE ABBREVIATIONS, FOSTERING DISCUSSION AND DEEPER UNDERSTANDING.

USING THE \W ORKSHEET EFFECTIVELY

T O MAXIMIZE THE BENEFITS OF A MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS W ORKSHEET, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS!:

1. REGULAR REVIEW: INCORPORATE REGULAR REVIEW SESSIONS INTO YOUR STUDY SCHEDULE. FREQUENT EXPOSURE TO THE
ABBREVIATIONS WILL HELP REINFORCE MEMORY.

2. PrRACTICE IN CONTEXT: TRY USING THE ABBREVIATIONS IN CONTEXT. WRITE SAMPLE CLINICAL NOTES OR PRACTICE
EXPLAINING MEDICAL CONCEPTS USING THE ABBREVIATIONS ON THE \WORKSHEET.

3. ENGAGE WITH PEERS: STUDY WITH CLASSMATES OR COLLEAGUES. ENGAGING IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE ABBREVIATIONS
AND THEIR MEANINGS CAN ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING AND RETENTION.

4. UTILIZE TECHNOLOGY: LEVERAGE DIGITAL TOOLS AND APPS THAT OFFER QUIZZES AND FLASHCARDS BASED ON MEDICAL
TERMINOLOGY. THIS CAN COMPLEMENT THE WORKSHEET AND PROVIDE ADDITIONAL PRACTICE.



5. Seek Feepsack: IF POSSIBLE, ASK A MENTOR OR INSTRUCTOR TO REVIEW YOUR \WORKSHEET. THEY MAY OFFER INSIGHTS OR
SUGGESTIONS THAT CAN IMPROVE ITS EFFECTIVENESS.

CONCLUSION

A WELL-DESIGNED MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEET IS AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR ANYONE ENTERING THE
HEAL THCARE FIELD. BY UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS, CATEGORIZING THEM EFFECTIVELY, AND
INCORPORATING PRACTICE EXERCISES, LEARNERS CAN ENHANCE THEIR FAMILIARITY AND COMFORT WITH MEDICAL LANGUAGE. THIS
FOUNDATION IS NOT ONLY CRITICAL FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS BUT ALSO ESSENTIAL FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IN CLINICAL
PRACTICE. WHETHER FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY OR COLLABORATIVE LEARNING, A COMPREHENSIVE WORKSHEET CAN MAKE THE
PROCESS OF MASTERING MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY BOTH ENGAGING AND PRODUCTIVE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS A MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS \WORKSHEET?

A MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEET IS A RESOURCE USED TO HELP STUDENTS OR PROFESSIONALS LEARN AND
PRACTICE THE VARIOUS ABBREVIATIONS COMMONLY USED IN THE MEDICAL FIELD.

\W/HY ARE ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT IN MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY?

ABBREVIATIONS ARE IMPORTANT IN MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY BECAUSE THEY HELP STREAMLINE COMMUNICATION, REDUCE ERRORS IN
DOCUMENTATION, AND SAVE TIME IN MEDICAL RECORDS AND PRESCRIPTIONS.

WHAT TYPES OF ABBREVIATIONS ARE COMMONLY FOUND ON A MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY
ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEET?

COMMON TYPES OF ABBREVIATIONS INCLUDE THOSE FOR MEDICAL CONDITIONS (E.G., HTN FOR HYPERTENSION), PROCEDURES
(£.6., MRI FOR MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING), AND VITAL SIGNS (E.G., BP FOR BLOOD PRESSURE).

How CAN A MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEET BE UTILIZED IN A
CLASSROOM SETTING?

IN A CLASSROOM SETTING, A MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEET CAN BE USED FOR GROUP ACTIVITIES,
QUIZZES, OR AS A STUDY AID TO REINFORCE LEARNING AND RETENTION OF MEDICAL TERMS.

ARE THERE ANY ONLINE RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY
ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEETS?

YES/ THERE ARE SEVERAL ONLINE RESOURCES INCLUDING EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES, MEDICAL TRAINING PROGRAMS, AND
DOWNLOADABLE PDFS THAT OFFER MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEETS.

\WHAT IS THE BENEFIT OF USING A WORKSHEET FOR LEARNING MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS?

USING A WORKSHEET ALLOWS FOR INTERACTIVE LEARNING, HANDS-ON PRACTICE, AND SELF-ASSESSMENT, WHICH CAN ENHANCE
UNDERSTANDING AND MEMORIZATION OF MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS.

CAN MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS WORKSHEETS HELP IN PREPARING FOR
CERTIFICATION EXAMS?

YES, THESE WORKSHEETS CAN BE BENEFICIAL FOR REVIEWING AND MASTERING ABBREVIATIONS, WHICH ARE OFTEN A SIGNIFICANT
COMPONENT OF CERTIFICATION EXAMS IN HEALTHCARE-RELATED FIELDS.
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World Health Organization (WHO)
Jul 15, 2025 - The United Nations agency working to promote health, keep the world safe and serve
the vulnerable.

International Classification of Diseases (ICD)
This includes lossless mapping of MedDRA (Medical Dictionary for Regulatory Activities) to facilitate
accurate reporting of drug-related information, embedding medical device nomenclature for ...

Sexual health - World Health Organization (WHO)
3 days ago - Sexual health cannot be defined, understood or made operational without a broad
consideration of sexuality, which underlies important behaviours and outcomes related to sexual ...

Advice for the public - World Health Organization (WHO)
Mar 18, 2023 - This page includes advice from WHO on ways to protect yourself and prevent the
spread of COVID-19. The downloadable infographics below provide guidance on general and ...

Breastfeeding - World Health Organization (WHO)
Jul 21, 2025 - Breastfeeding is the normal way of providing young infants with the nutrients they
need for healthy growth and development. Virtually, all mothers can breastfeed, provided they ...

Technical guidance - World Health Organization (WHO)
Collection of WHO technical guidance on COVID-19, updated based on new scientific findings as the
epidemic evolves.

Health topics - World Health Organization (WHO)
Marburg virus disease Maternal health Measles Medical devices Medicines Meningitis
Micronutrients

Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical (ATC) Classification
In the Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical (ATC) classification system, the active substances are
divided into different groups according to the organ or system on which they act and their ...

WHO Guidelines
Jul 14, 2025 - The development of global guidelines ensuring the appropriate use of evidence
represents one of the core functions of WHO.

Global research on coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
Repository of latest international multilingual scientific findings and knowledge on COVID-19.

World Health Organization (WHO)
Jul 15, 2025 - The United Nations agency working to promote health, keep the world safe and serve
the vulnerable.
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knowledge and skills in healthcare. Discover how today!
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