Marlene Dietrich The Blue Angel

= JANNING

11 F VON

MARLENE DIEIRIH

J O , N BERG
HHILI. '1‘;‘-.[“-- Frors
a Paramount Rele ase

AnéPPicture

Marlene Dietrich: The Blue Angel remains one of the most iconic films in
cinema history, renowned for its compelling portrayal of desire, betrayal,
and the complexities of human relationships. Released in 1930, this German
film directed by Josef von Sternberg marked the international breakthrough of
Marlene Dietrich, who captivated audiences with her performance as the sultry
cabaret singer Lola Lola. Dietrich’s role in this film not only solidified
her status as a star but also set the tone for her career, which would span
several decades and encompass a myriad of genres.



Background of the Film

The Concept and Creation

“The Blue Angel" (original German title: "Der blaue Engel") was adapted from
the play "Professor Unrat" by Heinrich Mann. The story revolves around a
middle-aged professor, Immanuel Rath, who becomes infatuated with a seductive
cabaret singer. The film was groundbreaking for its time, blending elements
of drama and musical while exploring themes of obsession and the moral
dilemmas faced by its characters.

1. Key Contributors:

- Director: Josef von Sternberg, known for his unique visual style and
ability to portray complex characters.

- Screenwriter: The screenplay was co-written by von Sternberg and Carl
Zuckmayer, ensuring the film's darkly poetic dialogue.

- Cinematography: The film's cinematography, handled by Gunther Rittau,
reflected the moody, atmospheric tone essential to the narrative.

Plot Summary

The film begins with Professor Rath, played by Emil Jannings, who is depicted
as a rigid, respectable man devoted to his career. His life takes a dramatic
turn when he visits a local cabaret, The Blue Angel, where he encounters Lola
Lola, performed by Dietrich. Captivated by her charm and beauty, Rath becomes
increasingly obsessed, leading him to neglect his professional
responsibilities.

- Key Plot Points:

1. Professor Rath's initial disapproval of Lola's lifestyle.

2. His gradual seduction and descent into a world of hedonism.

3. The tragic consequences of his obsession, including his professional
downfall and personal humiliation.

As Rath becomes more entangled in Lola's world, the film explores the
dynamics of power and desire, ultimately culminating in a tragic ending that
underscores the destructiveness of obsession.

Marlene Dietrich's Performance

A Star 1is Born



Marlene Dietrich's portrayal of Lola Lola is often cited as one of her finest
performances. Her ability to embody both vulnerability and seduction made her
a standout figure in the film. Dietrich brought a unique blend of glamour and
emotional depth to the role, captivating audiences and critics alike.

- Characteristics of Dietrich's Performance:

- Charismatic Presence: Dietrich's magnetic stage presence was enhanced by
her striking features and distinctive voice.

- Emotional Range: She skillfully navigated Lola’s complexities, revealing
both her strength and fragility.

- Iconic Costumes: The costumes designed by the renowned Hugo von Hofsten
played a crucial role in defining Lola's character, featuring elaborate gowns
that accentuated her allure.

The Impact of Dietrich's Image

Dietrich's performance in "The Blue Angel" helped to shape her iconic image

as a screen siren. The film's success not only propelled her career but also
established her as a symbol of the modern woman—independent, seductive, and

unapologetic.

1. Influence on Fashion and Style:

- Dietrich's androgynous style, particularly her use of tailored suits and
masculine elements, challenged traditional gender norms.

- Her makeup and hairstyles became trends, influencing the fashion of the era
and beyond.

2. Cultural Significance:

- Dietrich's portrayal of Lola was groundbreaking, as it reflected the
shifting societal attitudes towards women and sexuality in the early 20th
century.

- The film itself became a cultural touchstone, representing the Weimar
Republic's artistic and social upheaval.

The Film's Reception and Legacy

Initial Reception

Upon its release, "The Blue Angel" garnered significant attention and
critical acclaim. Audiences were captivated by Dietrich's performance and the
film's daring themes. However, it also faced criticism from some quarters for
its portrayal of moral decay and the darker aspects of desire.

- Critical Highlights:
- Many praised the film for its innovative cinematography and powerful



performances.
- Critics noted the film's exploration of taboo subjects, which was
considered bold for the time.

Long-Term Impact

Over the decades, "The Blue Angel" has been recognized as a classic of world
cinema. It paved the way for Dietrich's successful transition to Hollywood,
where she continued to challenge conventions and redefine femininity in film.

1. Influence on Later Films:

- The film's themes of obsession and the tragic consequences of desire have
been echoed in numerous subsequent works.

- Dietrich’s character has inspired countless portrayals of femme fatales in
cinema.

2. Cinematic Techniques:

- "The Blue Angel" is often cited for its innovative use of sound and music,
particularly as one of the first films to effectively integrate musical
numbers into the narrative.

- The stylized cinematography and atmospheric lighting set a precedent for
future filmmakers.

Conclusion

Marlene Dietrich: The Blue Angel not only marked the beginning of a Hollywood
legacy but also served as a reflection of the societal changes of its time.
Through her captivating performance, Dietrich challenged the norms of
femininity and sexuality, leaving an indelible mark on the film industry. The
film remains a poignant exploration of the human condition, a testament to
the power of desire, and a celebration of the complex emotions that define
our existence. As we reflect on the impact of "The Blue Angel," we are
reminded of the timeless nature of its themes and the enduring legacy of
Marlene Dietrich, a true icon of cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who directed the film 'The Blue Angel' featuring
Marlene Dietrich?
The film 'The Blue Angel' was directed by Josef von Sternberg.



What year was 'The Blue Angel' released?
‘The Blue Angel' was released in 1930.

What role did Marlene Dietrich play in 'The Blue
Angel'?

Marlene Dietrich played the character Lola Lola, a seductive cabaret singer.

How did 'The Blue Angel' impact Marlene Dietrich's
career?

'The Blue Angel' catapulted Marlene Dietrich to international fame and
established her as a major film star.

What is the central theme of 'The Blue Angel'?

The central theme of 'The Blue Angel' revolves around obsession, desire, and
the downfall of a respected professor who falls for a cabaret singer.

What was significant about 'The Blue Angel' in terms
of sound cinema?

'The Blue Angel' is considered one of the first sound films in German cinema
and showcased Dietrich's iconic voice.

What cultural impact did 'The Blue Angel' have in
the 1930s?

‘The Blue Angel' not only influenced film and music, but also became a
cultural touchstone for the Weimar Republic's artistic expression and
sexuality.
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