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Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov is a monumental piece of literature
that intricately weaves together fantasy, romance, and social criticism.
Written during the oppressive years of the Soviet regime, the novel showcases
Bulgakov's brilliant storytelling, deep philosophical insights, and sharp
wit. This article delves into the key themes, characters, and literary
significance of Master and Margarita, exploring how it continues to resonate
with readers today.



Overview of the Novel

Master and Margarita is a complex narrative that operates on multiple levels.
The novel is divided into two main storylines: one set in 1930s Moscow and
the other in ancient Jerusalem during the time of Christ. The two plots are
interlinked by the character of Woland, a mysterious figure based on the
devil, who comes to Moscow to expose the moral decay of society.

Plot Summary

1. The Moscow Narrative: The story begins with the arrival of Woland and his
retinue, which includes a mischievous talking cat named Behemoth. They wreak
havoc on the city, exposing the greed and hypocrisy of its citizens. The
central character in this narrative is the Master, a writer who has penned a
novel about Pontius Pilate but faces harsh criticism and persecution for it.
His lover, Margarita, makes a pact with Woland to reunite with the Master,
leading to a series of fantastical events.

2. The Jerusalem Narrative: This subplot narrates the story of Pontius Pilate
and his interactions with Yeshua Ha-Notsri (Jesus). The historical and
philosophical implications of Pilate's choices and Yeshua's teachings are
explored, providing a stark contrast to the moral dilemmas faced by the
characters in Moscow.

Key Characters

The richness of Master and Margarita lies in its diverse and memorable
characters:

- The Master: A tormented writer who represents the struggle of the artist
under a repressive regime. He embodies the search for truth and meaning in a
world filled with chaos.

- Margarita: The Master's devoted lover, she undergoes a profound
transformation throughout the novel. Her willingness to sacrifice everything
for love exemplifies the theme of redemption.

- Woland: The enigmatic figure who represents the devil. Woland's character
serves as a critique of the moral failing of society and challenges the
characters to confront their own sins.

- Behemoth: A humorous and satirical character, the giant cat serves as
Woland's assistant. His antics provide comic relief while also illuminating

the absurdity of the human condition.

- Pontius Pilate: A historical figure who grapples with his conscience and



the consequences of his decisions. His storyline raises questions about
power, responsibility, and moral ambiguity.

Themes and Motifs

Master and Margarita is rich in themes that reflect Bulgakov's views on
society, art, and morality.

Good vs. Evil

The struggle between good and evil is a central theme in the novel. Woland's
presence in Moscow challenges the notion of absolute morality. The characters
are often faced with moral dilemmas, forcing them to confront their own
beliefs and actions.

- Ambiguity of Morality: The novel suggests that good and evil are not always
clear-cut. Characters like Pilate and Woland illustrate the complexities of
human nature, where intentions may be obscured by circumstances.

Love and Sacrifice

The love story between the Master and Margarita is pivotal to the narrative.
Their relationship embodies the theme of sacrifice, as Margarita is willing
to make a deal with the devil to save her lover.

- Redemption Through Love: The novel posits that true love can lead to
redemption and transcendence, suggesting that personal relationships are
fundamental to human experience.

The Nature of Art and Creativity

Bulgakov explores the role of the artist in society through the Master. His
struggles reflect the challenges faced by writers and intellectuals under
totalitarian regimes.

- Art as a Form of Resistance: The Master's novel about Pilate symbolizes the

power of literature to confront and critique reality, even in a repressive
environment.

Reality vs. Fantasy



The interplay between reality and fantasy is another important motif in
Master and Margarita. The fantastical elements of the narrative serve to
highlight the absurdity of life under Soviet rule.

- Surrealism and Satire: Bulgakov uses surrealism to critique the societal
norms of his time, creating a dreamlike atmosphere that blurs the lines
between the possible and the impossible.

Literary Significance

Master and Margarita holds a unique place in world literature. Its innovative
structure, rich symbolism, and profound philosophical questions make it a
timeless classic.

Influence on Literature and Culture

The novel has inspired countless writers, filmmakers, and artists,
influencing how we perceive the relationship between art and society. Its
themes resonate with contemporary issues, making it relevant even today.

- Adaptations: The novel has been adapted into various forms, including
films, stage plays, and operas, reflecting its enduring appeal.

Reception and Legacy

Upon its initial publication, Master and Margarita faced censorship and was
not fully recognized until decades later. Today, it is celebrated as one of
the greatest works of 20th-century literature.

- Critical Acclaim: Scholars have praised its depth, complexity, and the way
it captures the human experience. It has been analyzed from various
perspectives, including philosophical, psychological, and historical.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov is not merely a
novel; it is a profound commentary on the human condition, the nature of good
and evil, and the power of love and creativity. Its rich tapestry of
characters and themes continues to captivate readers, inviting them to
explore the complexities of life in a world fraught with moral ambiguity. The
novel stands as a testament to the resilience of the human spirit in the face
of oppression, making it a timeless masterpiece that resonates across
generations. Whether one approaches it as a work of fantasy, a love story, or



a critique of society, Master and Margarita offers a wealth of insights that
remain relevant today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Master and
Margarita'?

The main themes include the nature of good and evil, the conflict between
faith and doubt, the power of love, and the critique of Soviet society.

Who are the key characters in 'The Master and
Margarita'?

Key characters include the Master, Margarita, Woland (the devil), Ivan
Ponyrev (Bezdomny), and Pontius Pilate.

How does Bulgakov use satire in 'The Master and
Margarita'?

Bulgakov uses satire to critique the bureaucratic and oppressive nature of
Soviet society, highlighting the absurdities of life under totalitarianism
through humor and fantasy.

What role does the city of Moscow play in the novel?

Moscow serves as a backdrop that reflects the chaos and moral ambiguity of
society, where supernatural events unfold against the mundane life of its
citizens.

What is the significance of the character Woland?

Woland represents the devil and embodies the theme of duality, challenging
the characters and readers to confront their own notions of good and evil.

How does the novel intertwine the stories of the
Master and Margarita with the biblical narrative?

The novel parallels the love story of the Master and Margarita with the
biblical account of Pontius Pilate and Jesus, exploring themes of sacrifice,
redemption, and eternal love.

What impact did 'The Master and Margarita' have on
literature and culture?

The novel has become a classic of 20th-century literature, influencing
various artistic expressions, inspiring adaptations, and sparking discussions



about morality, power, and the human condition.
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