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Manual Ford Focus 2018: A Comprehensive Review

The manual Ford Focus 2018 is a compact car that has garnered a reputation for its sporty handling,
practicality, and efficiency. With a variety of trims and engine options, the 2018 Ford Focus caters to
a wide range of drivers, whether you're looking for a reliable daily commuter or a fun-to-drive
hatchback. This article delves into the features, specifications, performance, and overall driving
experience of the 2018 Ford Focus with a manual transmission.

Overview of the 2018 Ford Focus

The 2018 Ford Focus is available in several body styles, including sedan and hatchback. It comes
equipped with a choice of engines, allowing buyers to select a model that suits their needs. The Focus
is known for its responsive steering, agile handling, and comfortable ride, making it a popular choice
among compact car enthusiasts.

Available Trims

The manual Ford Focus 2018 is offered in several trims, each with its own set of features and
specifications. The primary trims include:



1. Focus S: The base model, which offers essential features such as:
- 2.0-liter four-cylinder engine
- 15-inch steel wheels
- Rearview camera
- Ford's SYNC infotainment system

2. Focus SE: Adds more convenience and technology features:
- 16-inch alloy wheels
- Available Ford SYNC 3 system with a touchscreen
- Optional EcoBoost engine for better fuel efficiency

3. Focus Titanium: A more upscale option:
- 17-inch alloy wheels
- Leather upholstery
- Premium audio system
- Advanced safety features such as blind-spot monitoring

4. Focus ST: The sporty variant, featuring:
- 2.0-liter turbocharged four-cylinder engine
- Sport-tuned suspension
- Unique exterior styling elements

5. Focus RS: The high-performance model, equipped with:
- 2.3-liter turbocharged four-cylinder engine
- All-wheel drive
- Performance brakes and a sport-tuned suspension

Engine Options and Performance

The 2018 Ford Focus offers a range of engines, ensuring that drivers can choose the performance
level that best suits their needs.

Engine Specifications

1. Standard Engine:
- Engine: 2.0-liter four-cylinder
- Horsepower: 160 hp
- Torque: 146 lb-ft
- Transmission: 5-speed manual transmission (available on most trims)

2. EcoBoost Engine (available on SE trim):
- Engine: 1.0-liter turbocharged three-cylinder
- Horsepower: 123 hp
- Torque: 125 lb-ft
- Fuel Economy: Up to 30 mpg city / 40 mpg highway

3. Sporty Engine (Focus ST):



- Engine: 2.0-liter turbocharged four-cylinder
- Horsepower: 252 hp
- Torque: 270 lb-ft
- Transmission: 6-speed manual transmission

4. High-Performance Engine (Focus RS):
- Engine: 2.3-liter turbocharged four-cylinder
- Horsepower: 350 hp
- Torque: 350 lb-ft
- Transmission: 6-speed manual transmission

Driving Experience

The driving experience of the manual Ford Focus 2018 is characterized by:

- Responsive Steering: The Focus offers precise steering that enhances the driving experience,
allowing for confident cornering.

- Agile Handling: With a well-tuned suspension, the Focus feels nimble and composed on winding
roads.

- Comfortable Ride: Despite its sporty nature, the Focus provides a comfortable ride, making it
suitable for daily commutes and long trips alike.

- Manual Transmission: For enthusiasts, the 5-speed manual transmission offers a more engaging
driving experience. The shifter is well-placed, and gear changes are smooth and precise.

Interior Features and Comfort

The interior of the 2018 Ford Focus is designed with both comfort and functionality in mind.
Depending on the trim level, the Focus can be equipped with a range of features to enhance the
driving experience.

Interior Design and Materials

- Quality Materials: Higher trims feature upgraded materials, including leather upholstery and soft-
touch surfaces.
- Spacious Cabin: The Focus offers ample headroom and legroom for both front and rear passengers,
making it comfortable for longer journeys.
- Cargo Space: The hatchback variant provides more cargo space compared to the sedan, with up to
43.9 cubic feet available with the rear seats down.



Technology and Infotainment

The 2018 Ford Focus is equipped with a variety of tech features, including:

- SYNC Infotainment System: The base model comes with the SYNC system, while higher trims feature
the more advanced SYNC 3, which includes:
- A touchscreen display
- Smartphone integration (Apple CarPlay and Android Auto)
- Voice recognition
- Audio System: Options range from a standard four-speaker system to a premium ten-speaker audio
setup in the Titanium trim.
- Safety Features: Available safety technology includes:
- Rearview camera
- Blind-spot monitoring
- Lane-keeping assist

Safety Ratings and Reliability

The 2018 Ford Focus has received favorable safety ratings from various organizations, including the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety (IIHS).

Safety Features

- Standard Safety Features:
- Advanced airbags
- Stability and traction control
- Anti-lock braking system (ABS)

- Available Advanced Safety Features:
- Forward collision warning
- Automatic emergency braking
- Rear cross-traffic alert

Fuel Economy

One of the highlights of the manual Ford Focus 2018 is its fuel efficiency. Depending on the engine
and transmission choice, the Focus delivers competitive fuel economy ratings:

- 2.0-liter Engine:
- Estimated Fuel Economy: 25 mpg city / 34 mpg highway
- 1.0-liter EcoBoost Engine:
- Estimated Fuel Economy: 30 mpg city / 40 mpg highway
- 2.0-liter Turbocharged Engine (ST):



- Estimated Fuel Economy: 22 mpg city / 30 mpg highway

Conclusion

The manual Ford Focus 2018 stands out in the compact car segment due to its blend of performance,
comfort, and technology. With multiple trim levels and engine options available, it caters to a diverse
audience, from those seeking a reliable daily driver to enthusiasts looking for a spirited driving
experience. The Focus's agile handling, comfortable interior, and advanced safety features make it a
compelling choice for anyone in the market for a compact car. Whether you choose the base model or
opt for the sporty ST or RS variants, the 2018 Ford Focus delivers an enjoyable driving experience
that is hard to match in its class.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 2018 Ford Focus with a
manual transmission?
The 2018 Ford Focus with a manual transmission offers features such as a responsive 2.0-liter 4-
cylinder engine, a 6-speed manual gearbox, sport-tuned suspension, and options for hatchback or
sedan body styles. It also includes Ford's SYNC infotainment system and a variety of safety features.

How does the fuel efficiency of the 2018 manual Ford Focus
compare to its automatic counterpart?
The 2018 manual Ford Focus typically achieves slightly better fuel efficiency than the automatic
version, with an EPA rating of around 24 mpg in the city and 34 mpg on the highway, compared to the
automatic's 26 mpg city and 38 mpg highway, depending on driving conditions.

What are common issues reported by owners of the 2018 Ford
Focus with a manual transmission?
Common issues reported by owners include clutch wear, difficulty shifting gears, and occasional
electrical problems related to the infotainment system. Regular maintenance and proper driving
techniques can help mitigate some of these concerns.

Is the 2018 Ford Focus with a manual transmission suitable
for new drivers?
Yes, the 2018 Ford Focus with a manual transmission can be a great choice for new drivers. It
provides a straightforward driving experience, good visibility, and responsive handling, making it
easier for new drivers to learn and build confidence.

What are the performance advantages of choosing a manual



transmission in the 2018 Ford Focus?
Choosing a manual transmission in the 2018 Ford Focus can enhance performance by providing better
control over gear selection, allowing for quicker acceleration and engine responsiveness. It also gives
drivers the ability to downshift for improved power during overtaking or climbing hills.
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