
Martyn Lloyd Jones Sermon On The Mount

Martyn Lloyd-Jones Sermon on the Mount has left an indelible mark on
Christian thought and pastoral practice. As one of the most influential
preachers of the 20th century, Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones delivered a series
of sermons that expounded upon Jesus Christ's teachings in the Sermon on the
Mount, found in the Gospel of Matthew (chapters 5-7). His interpretations and
insights have not only shaped theological discourse but also provided a model
for living a Christ-centered life in a contemporary context.



Background of Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Martyn Lloyd-Jones was a Welsh minister and physician, born in 1899. He
trained as a doctor and practiced medicine before feeling a calling to the
ministry. In 1939, he became the pastor of Westminster Chapel in London,
where he served for nearly 30 years. Known for his expository preaching
style, Lloyd-Jones emphasized the importance of Scripture and the work of the
Holy Spirit in the life of the believer.

Context of the Sermon on the Mount

The Sermon on the Mount is a foundational text in Christian ethics and
spirituality. It encompasses teachings on various subjects, including:

- The Beatitudes
- The nature of true righteousness
- The importance of prayer
- Ethical guidelines for interpersonal relations
- Principles of judgment and mercy

Lloyd-Jones approached these teachings with a pastoral heart, recognizing
their profound implications for both individual believers and the church as a
whole.

Key Themes in Lloyd-Jones' Exposition

Lloyd-Jones' sermons on the Sermon on the Mount are rich with theological
insights and practical applications. Some of the key themes he emphasized
include:

The Beatitudes

The Beatitudes, found in Matthew 5:3-12, serve as an introduction to the
Sermon on the Mount. Lloyd-Jones emphasized the radical nature of Jesus'
blessings, often contrasting them with worldly values. He highlighted several
crucial points:

1. Spiritual Poverty: Lloyd-Jones taught that recognizing one’s spiritual
poverty is the first step to genuine faith. This acknowledgment leads to a
deeper dependence on God and His grace.

2. Mourning for Sin: The second Beatitude blesses those who mourn. Lloyd-
Jones explained that true mourning goes beyond mere sadness; it reflects a
profound sorrow for sin and its consequences.



3. Meekness and Humility: The concept of meekness is often misunderstood.
Lloyd-Jones clarified that meekness is not weakness but strength under
control, rooted in humility and submission to God.

True Righteousness

In his exploration of righteousness, Lloyd-Jones stressed that true
righteousness surpasses mere adherence to the law. He pointed out that Jesus
redefined righteousness as a matter of the heart rather than just external
conformity. Key points include:

- Internal Transformation: Lloyd-Jones argued that genuine righteousness
stems from an internal change brought about by the Holy Spirit, not merely
external actions.

- Love and Forgiveness: Emphasizing Jesus' command to love one's enemies,
Lloyd-Jones illustrated that this radical love is a hallmark of Christian
discipleship.

The Lord's Prayer

Lloyd-Jones devoted significant attention to the Lord's Prayer (Matthew
6:9-13), viewing it as a model for how believers should approach God in
prayer. He highlighted several aspects of the prayer:

1. Recognition of God’s Majesty: The opening addresses God as "Our Father in
heaven," establishing a relationship that balances intimacy and reverence.

2. Desire for God’s Will: The petition for God's will to be done on earth as
it is in heaven reflects a commitment to align one's life with divine
purposes.

3. Dependence on God for Daily Needs: Lloyd-Jones noted the importance of
asking for daily bread, emphasizing both physical and spiritual sustenance.

Practical Applications of the Sermon on the
Mount

Lloyd-Jones was not content with merely theological exposition; he sought to
apply Jesus' teachings to the lives of his listeners. Some practical
applications he proposed include:



Living Counter-Culturally

Lloyd-Jones stressed that Christians are called to live in a way that
challenges societal norms. This counter-cultural lifestyle manifests in
various ways:

- Radical Generosity: Sharing resources and caring for the needy, reflecting
Christ’s love.

- Integrity in Relationships: Upholding honesty and fidelity, even when faced
with societal pressure.

- Commitment to Peace: Pursuing peace and reconciliation in a world fraught
with conflict.

Reflecting Christ’s Character

Believers are called to be Christ-like in their actions and attitudes. Lloyd-
Jones emphasized the importance of:

- Displaying the Fruits of the Spirit: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control should be evident in
every believer’s life.

- Engaging in Spiritual Disciplines: Prayer, fasting, and studying Scripture
are essential for spiritual growth and maturity.

Challenges and Critiques

While Lloyd-Jones' sermons on the Sermon on the Mount are widely respected,
some critiques have emerged. Detractors argue that:

- Overemphasis on Individualism: Some believe that Lloyd-Jones’ focus on
personal piety may lead to neglecting social justice issues that are also
present in the Sermon on the Mount.

- Theological Rigor: Critics sometimes find his theological arguments to be
overly complex or inaccessible to lay audiences.

Despite these critiques, Lloyd-Jones' sermons have been instrumental in
revitalizing interest in the Sermon on the Mount and its application for
modern believers.



Conclusion

Martyn Lloyd-Jones' sermons on the Sermon on the Mount remain a profound
resource for understanding Jesus’ ethical teachings. By providing deep
theological insights and practical applications, Lloyd-Jones has helped
countless individuals navigate the complexities of faith in a contemporary
world. His emphasis on true righteousness, the importance of prayer, and the
call to live counter-culturally continues to resonate with believers today.
As Christians seek to embody the teachings of Christ, Lloyd-Jones' work
serves as a guiding light, urging them to pursue a life that reflects the
heart of the Sermon on the Mount.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes of Martyn Lloyd-Jones'
Sermon on the Mount?
Martyn Lloyd-Jones emphasizes themes such as the nature of true
righteousness, the importance of internal spiritual transformation, and the
radical call to discipleship found in Jesus' teachings.

How does Martyn Lloyd-Jones interpret the Beatitudes
in his sermons?
Lloyd-Jones interprets the Beatitudes as a description of the Christian
character, highlighting their counter-cultural nature and the blessings that
follow a life devoted to Christ.

What is the significance of the 'Salt and Light'
metaphor in Martyn Lloyd-Jones' teachings?
In his sermons, Lloyd-Jones explains that 'Salt and Light' represent the
transformative influence Christians should have in the world, embodying moral
integrity and shining the light of Christ in darkness.

How does Martyn Lloyd-Jones address the issue of
anger in the Sermon on the Mount?
Lloyd-Jones discusses Jesus' teaching on anger by emphasizing the seriousness
of internal attitudes and the necessity of reconciliation, arguing that true
righteousness involves not just external actions but the heart's condition.

What practical applications does Martyn Lloyd-Jones
suggest for living out the Sermon on the Mount?
Lloyd-Jones encourages believers to actively seek a deeper relationship with



God, engage in self-examination, and apply Jesus' teachings in daily life,
promoting a lifestyle that reflects the values of the Kingdom of God.
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