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MARJANE SATRAPI
PERSEPOLIS

Introduced by the author

Marjane Satrapi's Persepolis I and II are powerful graphic novels that not only depict the
author's childhood and early adulthood in Iran but also serve as a poignant commentary
on the socio-political landscape of the country during and after the Islamic Revolution.
Through her unique blend of stark black-and-white illustrations and compelling
storytelling, Satrapi offers readers a glimpse into the complexities of growing up amidst
turmoil, rebellion, and change. This article explores the themes, characters, and artistic
style of Persepolis I and II, providing a comprehensive understanding of this influential
work.



Overview of Persepolis

Background and Context

Marjane Satrapi was born in 1969 in Rasht, Iran, into a progressive family that valued
education and political awareness. The two volumes of Persepolis were published in the
early 2000s and are based on Satrapi's own experiences during the Islamic Revolution of
1979 and the subsequent Iran-Iraq War. The series is divided into two main parts:

1. Persepolis I: Covers Satrapi’s childhood years, from ages 6 to 14, highlighting her early
understanding of the political climate in Iran.

2. Persepolis II: Follows her adolescence, focusing on her teen years in Vienna and her
return to Iran as a young adult.

Artistic Style

Satrapi employs a distinct black-and-white art style that enhances the emotional weight of
her narrative. The minimalist illustrations are striking and effective, allowing readers to
focus on the story and the characters’ expressions. This choice of monochrome also
reflects the stark realities of life in Iran during the revolution, as well as the contrast
between the vibrant life Satrapi longs for and the oppressive atmosphere that surrounds
her.

Thematic Exploration

Identity and Self-Discovery

One of the central themes of Persepolis I and II is the quest for identity. Marjane grapples
with her sense of self amidst the shifting political landscape of Iran. She is caught between
her Western influences, stemming from her family’s progressive views, and the traditional
values imposed by the Islamic regime.

- Cultural Identity: Satrapi’s experiences reflect the struggle of many Iranians, particularly
women, to reconcile their cultural heritage with modernity. Her use of Western pop
culture, such as punk music and Western literature, showcases her desire to break free
from societal constraints.

- Personal Growth: Throughout the series, Marjane evolves from an innocent girl into a
self-aware individual. She navigates her childhood dreams, teenage rebellion, and the
harsh realities of adulthood.



War and Its Consequences

The impact of war is another significant theme in Persepolis I and II. The Iranian
Revolution and the subsequent Iran-Iraq War profoundly affect Marjane and her family,
shaping their lives and ideologies.

- Trauma and Loss: Satrapi illustrates the horrors of war through the lens of a child. The
narrative delves into the emotional and psychological scars left by violence, showcasing
how these experiences alter her perception of the world.

- Resilience: Despite the chaos surrounding her, Marjane’s spirit remains unbroken. Her
determination to seek knowledge and freedom reflects the resilience of the Iranian people
during times of adversity.

Gender and Feminism

Satrapi’s portrayal of women in Persepolis offers a critical examination of gender roles in
Iranian society. The graphic novels highlight the struggles women face under oppressive
regimes while celebrating their strength and agency.

- Personal Rebellion: Marjane’s defiance against societal norms, such as wearing a denim
jacket and sporting a Michael Jackson pin, symbolizes her rebellion against the repression
of individuality.

- Sisterhood and Solidarity: The relationships between women in the series demonstrate
the importance of support and solidarity among women in a patriarchal society.
Characters like Marjane’s mother and grandmother serve as role models, embodying
strength and resilience.

Character Analysis

Marjane Satrapi

Marjane is a complex character whose growth is central to the narrative. Her innocent
curiosity about the world around her evolves into a profound understanding of the socio-
political issues in Iran.

- Childhood Innocence: In Persepolis I, Marjane is depicted as an inquisitive child,
questioning the beliefs and traditions that surround her. This innocence is challenged as
she confronts the realities of war and oppression.

- Rebellious Spirit: As she grows older in Persepolis II, Marjane’s rebellious nature
becomes more pronounced. Her experiences in Vienna expose her to new ideas and
perspectives, which she grapples with upon returning to Iran.



Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in Persepolis play vital roles in shaping Marjane’s worldview.

1. Marjane's Parents: They are depicted as progressive and supportive, encouraging her to
think critically about her surroundings. Their involvement in political activism highlights
the risks they are willing to take for their beliefs.

2. Grandmother: A strong figure in Marjane’s life, her grandmother provides wisdom and
insight into the family’s history and the consequences of political turmoil.

3. Friends and Peers: Marjane’s interactions with friends, both in Iran and Austria, reflect
the diversity of thought and experience among young people navigating similar struggles.

Impact and Reception

Cultural Significance

Persepolis I and II have had a profound impact on how literature and graphic novels are
perceived, especially in terms of representing complex political narratives through
personal stories. The series has become a staple in educational curricula, providing insight
into Iranian culture and history.

- Critical Acclaim: The graphic novels have received numerous awards and accolades,
including the Eisner Award for Best U.S. Edition of Foreign Material. Critics have praised
Satrapi for her ability to engage readers with a compelling narrative while addressing
serious themes.

- Adaptation into Film: In 2007, Persepolis was adapted into an animated film, further
popularizing Satrapi’s story and bringing her experiences to a broader audience.

Influence on Graphic Literature

Marjane Satrapi’s work has inspired a new generation of graphic novelists to explore
personal and political narratives. Persepolis demonstrates the power of the graphic
medium to convey deep emotional truths and complex themes.

- Representation: Satrapi’s success has opened doors for authors from diverse
backgrounds, allowing them to share their stories and perspectives through graphic
storytelling.

- Educational Tool: The graphic novels serve as an accessible entry point for readers
unfamiliar with Iranian history, making them valuable educational resources.



Conclusion

Marjane Satrapi's Persepolis I and II stand as monumental works in the graphic novel
genre, blending personal narrative with rich historical context. Through her evocative
illustrations and poignant storytelling, Satrapi not only chronicles her journey of self-
discovery but also sheds light on the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.
The themes of identity, war, gender, and personal growth resonate with readers
worldwide, making Persepolis a timeless exploration of the complexities of life in Iran
during a period of profound change. As both a memoir and a reflection on broader societal
issues, Persepolis continues to inspire and educate, reminding us of the power of
storytelling in understanding our shared humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Persepolis’' by Marjane
Satrapi?

The main theme of 'Persepolis’ is the struggle for identity and freedom against the
backdrop of political upheaval in Iran, particularly during and after the Islamic Revolution.

How does Marjane Satrapi depict her childhood in
'Persepolis'?

Satrapi depicts her childhood with a mix of innocence and harsh realities, using humor
and stark illustrations to show how the political climate affected her personal life and
upbringing.

In what ways does 'Persepolis' challenge stereotypes
about Iran?

'Persepolis' challenges stereotypes by presenting a nuanced view of Iranian culture,
highlighting the complexities of life in Iran beyond the media's portrayal of war and
oppression.

What role does family play in 'Persepolis'?

Family plays a crucial role in 'Persepolis’, providing support and guidance for Marjane as
she navigates her identity amidst political turmoil, while also representing the broader
societal changes occurring in Iran.

How does Satrapi use visual storytelling in 'Persepolis'?

Satrapi uses visual storytelling effectively through stark black-and-white illustrations,
which convey deep emotions and enhance the narrative, making complex themes more
accessible.



What impact did 'Persepolis’' have on graphic novels and
memoirs?

'Persepolis’' significantly impacted the graphic novel genre by elevating the medium as a
form of serious literature and memoir, inspiring many writers and artists to explore
personal and historical narratives.

What is the significance of the title 'Persepolis'?

The title 'Persepolis' references the ancient capital of the Persian Empire, symbolizing the
rich cultural heritage of Iran and contrasting it with the contemporary struggles depicted
in the story.

How does Marjane's perspective change throughout
'Persepolis'?

Marjane's perspective evolves from a naive child to a more complex understanding of her
identity and the socio-political issues in Iran, reflecting her personal growth and the
impact of her experiences.

What are some critical responses to 'Persepolis'?

'Persepolis' has received critical acclaim for its storytelling and artistic style, with many
praising its ability to humanize the Iranian experience, though some critiques focus on its
portrayal of Western influences.
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