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Preparing for the Maryland real estate exam can be a daunting task, especially given the
breadth of knowledge required to succeed. This guide aims to provide prospective real
estate agents and brokers with a comprehensive overview of what to expect, how to study
effectively, and the resources available to help you pass the exam on your first attempt.

Understanding the Maryland Real Estate Exam

The Maryland real estate exam is designed to assess your knowledge of real estate
principles, laws, and practices. It consists of two parts: the national portion and the state
portion.



Exam Structure

1. National Portion: This section covers general real estate concepts, including:
- Property ownership
- Land use controls and regulations
- Valuation and market analysis
- Financing and settlement
- Agency relationships
- Real estate mathematics

2. State Portion: This part focuses specifically on Maryland laws and regulations, including:
- Maryland real estate license law
- Maryland real estate commission rules
- Agency laws in Maryland
- Disclosures and fair housing laws

Exam Format

- The exam consists of 130 questions in total: 80 national questions and 50 state-specific
questions.
- Each question is multiple-choice, and you will have a total of 180 minutes (3 hours) to
complete the exam.
- A passing score is 70% for both the national and state portions.

Preparing for the Exam

Effective preparation is crucial for passing the Maryland real estate exam. Here are some
strategies to help you prepare:

Create a Study Schedule

- Set Goals: Determine how much time you have before the exam and set realistic study
goals.
- Daily Study: Aim to study at least 1-2 hours each day leading up to the exam.
- Balanced Approach: Allocate time for both national and state material.

Utilize Study Materials

1. Textbooks and Study Guides:
- Look for state-approved textbooks that cover all relevant topics.
- Consider purchasing or borrowing a Maryland-specific real estate exam study guide.



2. Online Courses:
- Many organizations offer online courses that can help reinforce your knowledge.
- Look for courses that provide practice exams and interactive learning modules.

3. Flashcards:
- Create flashcards for important terms, laws, and principles.
- Use them for quick reviews and to reinforce your memory on the go.

Practice Exams

Taking practice exams is one of the most effective ways to prepare:

- Simulate Exam Conditions: Take practice tests under timed conditions to get a feel for the
exam format.
- Review Incorrect Answers: Analyze why you got questions wrong to understand your
weaknesses.
- Frequent Testing: Aim to take a practice exam at least once a week as the exam date
approaches.

Key Topics to Study

Familiarizing yourself with key topics is essential for success. The following areas are crucial
to focus on:

National Real Estate Principles

- Real Property Basics: Understand the differences between real and personal property.
- Contracts: Know the elements of a valid contract, types of contracts, and the contract law
principles.
- Financing: Familiarize yourself with types of mortgages, loan processes, and financing
regulations.
- Agency Relationships: Learn about the duties and responsibilities of agents and their
clients.

Maryland-Specific Laws and Practices

- Real Estate License Law: Understand the requirements for obtaining a real estate license
in Maryland.
- Disclosures: Know the mandatory disclosures required by Maryland law, including lead
paint and property condition disclosures.
- Fair Housing: Study the protections under the Fair Housing Act and Maryland’s fair housing
laws.
- Commission Regulations: Be aware of the Maryland Real Estate Commission's rules and



the penalties for violations.

Exam Day Tips

As the exam day approaches, it is essential to be well-prepared and calm. Here are some
tips for the day of the exam:

Before the Exam

- Get Plenty of Rest: Ensure you are well-rested to maintain focus during the exam.
- Eat a Healthy Breakfast: Fuel your body with nutritious food to maintain your energy
levels.
- Arrive Early: Plan to arrive at the testing center at least 30 minutes early to avoid any last-
minute stress.

During the Exam

- Read Questions Carefully: Take your time to read each question thoroughly and eliminate
incorrect answers.
- Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the time, but don’t rush. If you’re unsure about a
question, mark it and come back to it later.
- Stay Calm: If you feel anxious, take a deep breath and refocus. Remember, you’ve
prepared for this.

Resources for Maryland Real Estate Exam
Preparation

Utilizing the right resources can make a significant difference in your exam preparation.
Here are some valuable resources to consider:

Official Maryland Real Estate Commission Website

- The Maryland Real Estate Commission provides information on licensing, exam schedules,
and study materials.

Real Estate Schools

- Enroll in a state-approved real estate school that offers pre-licensing courses and exam



prep classes.

Online Study Platforms

- Websites like Kaplan, Real Estate Express, and PrepAgent offer online courses, practice
exams, and study materials tailored for Maryland.

Conclusion

Passing the Maryland real estate exam requires dedication, effective study strategies, and a
solid understanding of both national and state-specific real estate laws. By using this study
guide as a resource, you can approach your preparation with confidence. Remember to
create a structured study plan, utilize various resources, and practice consistently. With
commitment and the right tools, you will be well-equipped to succeed in your Maryland real
estate exam and embark on a rewarding career in real estate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the Maryland real estate
exam study guide?
The Maryland real estate exam study guide typically covers topics such as real estate
principles, property laws, financing, contracts, agency relationships, and property
management.

How can I effectively prepare for the Maryland real
estate exam using a study guide?
To effectively prepare, create a study schedule, break down the material into manageable
sections, take practice exams, and review key concepts regularly. Utilizing flashcards and
joining study groups can also be beneficial.

Are there any recommended resources for obtaining a
Maryland real estate exam study guide?
Yes, recommended resources include online platforms such as real estate schools, official
state websites, and study guide books specifically designed for Maryland's real estate exam
preparation.

What is the passing score for the Maryland real estate
exam?
The passing score for the Maryland real estate exam is typically 70%. However, it's



important to check with the Maryland Real Estate Commission for the most current
requirements.

How long is the Maryland real estate exam study guide
valid for?
The Maryland real estate exam study guide itself does not expire, but the knowledge and
regulations covered may change, so it's advisable to review the most recent materials and
updates from the Maryland Real Estate Commission before taking the exam.
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