Martha Mitchell Interview With Barbara
Walters

Martha Mitchell Interview with Barbara Walters was a pivotal moment in American
television history that showcased the complexities of political life and personal sacrifice.
The interview, conducted in 1975, not only highlighted the life of Martha Mitchell, the wife
of former Attorney General John Mitchell, but also served as a lens through which viewers
could examine the tumultuous political landscape of the Watergate scandal era. Walters, a
pioneering journalist, was known for her ability to elicit profound revelations from her
interview subjects, and this interview was no exception.

The Context of the Interview



The Watergate Scandal

The Watergate scandal was a significant political event in the early 1970s that ultimately
led to the resignation of President Richard Nixon. It involved a break-in at the Democratic
National Committee headquarters, followed by a series of cover-ups by members of the
Nixon administration. Martha Mitchell found herself at the center of this scandal due to
her outspoken nature and her relationship with John Mitchell, who was implicated in the
events.

- Key Events Leading Up to the Interview:

1. The Watergate break-in (June 17, 1972)

2. The subsequent investigations by the FBI and Congress

3. Martha’s increasing public dissent against the Nixon administration
4. The eventual resignation of President Nixon (August 8, 1974)

Martha Mitchell: The Woman Behind the Name

Martha Mitchell, often referred to as "the Mouth that Roared," was known for her candid
opinions and her willingness to speak out against the political elite. Despite being in a
powerful position as the wife of the Attorney General, Martha faced tremendous
challenges.

- Characteristics of Martha Mitchell:

- Outspoken and bold

- Strong-willed and independent

- Often marginalized by the male-dominated political sphere
- Became a symbol of the struggles women faced in politics

Martha’s frustrations with the Nixon administration grew during the Watergate scandal,
leading her to make public statements that contradicted the official narrative presented by
her husband and other officials. This resulted in a unique situation where she was both a
participant in and a critic of the political drama unfolding around her.

The Interview Itself



