
Margaret Peterson Haddix Among The
Hidden Series

Margaret Peterson Haddix Among the Hidden Series is a captivating collection of novels that delve into
themes of secrecy, identity, and the struggle for freedom. This series, primarily aimed at middle-grade
readers, takes place in a dystopian society where the government enforces strict population control, leading
to a gripping narrative that resonates with young readers. The books challenge societal norms and
encourage readers to question authority while exploring the importance of individuality and family bonds.

Overview of the Among the Hidden Series

The "Among the Hidden" series consists of seven books, starting with the titular novel published in 1998.
Each book builds on the themes introduced in the first, while also introducing new characters and conflicts
that deepen the story. The series follows the life of Luke Garner, a third child in a society where families
are only allowed two children. This forbidden existence sets the stage for Luke's struggles and his quest for
acceptance and freedom.

Books in the Series

The series is composed of the following titles:

Among the Hidden (1998)1.

Among the Impostors (2001)2.



Among the Betrayed (2001)3.

Among the Barons (2005)4.

Among the Brave (2006)5.

Among the Enemy (2006)6.

Among the Free (2006)7.

Each of these books expands on the societal implications of population control, following Luke as he meets
other "shadow children" who are also grappling with their identities in a world that forbids their existence.

Key Themes Explored in the Series

Margaret Peterson Haddix does a remarkable job of weaving complex themes into the storyline of the
"Among the Hidden" series. The following are some of the key themes that readers can expect to
encounter:

1. Identity and Individuality

The struggle for identity is a central theme in the series. Luke's existence is a secret, and he grapples with
his sense of self in a world that denies him the right to be seen. This theme resonates with readers who
may feel marginalized or misunderstood, encouraging them to embrace their individuality.

2. Freedom vs. Control

The dystopian setting of the series showcases a society where the government exerts control over families,
dictating how many children they can have. This theme prompts readers to consider the value of freedom
and the consequences of living in a controlled environment. As the characters strive for their freedom,
they inspire readers to think critically about their own lives and societal structures.

3. Family and Loyalty

Throughout the series, the importance of family and loyalty is highlighted. Luke's relationships with his



family, as well as the friendships he develops with other shadow children, illustrate the bonds that can
form even in the most difficult circumstances. These relationships often serve as a source of strength and
motivation for the characters.

4. Courage and Resilience

The characters in the "Among the Hidden" series demonstrate remarkable courage and resilience in the
face of adversity. As they navigate a world filled with danger and uncertainty, they inspire readers to find
their own inner strength and stand up for what they believe in.

Character Development

The character development in the "Among the Hidden" series is profound, with Luke Garner serving as
the primary protagonist. His evolution from a scared, hidden boy to a courageous individual fighting for his
rights is central to the narrative. The series also introduces a wide array of supporting characters, each with
their own struggles and growth.

Key Characters

Luke Garner: The main character, who begins as a hidden boy but evolves into a leader among the
shadow children.

Jen: A bold and rebellious shadow child who plays a significant role in Luke's journey. Her
determination inspires Luke to take action.

Mr. and Mrs. Garner: Luke's parents, who embody the conflict between parental love and societal
pressure.

Other Shadow Children: A diverse group of characters who each contribute to the overarching
narrative and themes of the series.

The Impact of the Series



The "Among the Hidden" series has left a lasting impact on its readers, particularly among middle-grade
audiences. The books have been widely praised for their thought-provoking content and ability to engage
young readers with complex moral dilemmas.

1. Encouraging Critical Thinking

By presenting a dystopian world, Haddix encourages readers to think critically about their own lives and
the societal structures that govern them. The series prompts discussions about authority, freedom, and the
importance of questioning the status quo.

2. Fostering Empathy

The characters' struggles and experiences foster empathy in readers. As they witness Luke's journey and
the challenges faced by other shadow children, readers are encouraged to put themselves in others' shoes
and understand the importance of compassion.

3. Promoting Literacy

The engaging storyline and relatable characters have made the "Among the Hidden" series a popular choice
for educators and parents alike. The books promote literacy by capturing the interest of young readers and
encouraging them to explore further reading.

Conclusion

In summary, the Margaret Peterson Haddix Among the Hidden series is a powerful exploration of identity,
freedom, and the human spirit. With its captivating narrative, rich themes, and relatable characters, the
series continues to resonate with readers of all ages. As young readers immerse themselves in Luke
Garner's world, they are not just entertained; they are also challenged to think critically about their own
lives and the society around them. Whether you are a parent seeking meaningful literature for your child
or a young reader looking for an engaging series, the "Among the Hidden" series is an exceptional choice
that leaves a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of the 'Among the Hidden' series by Margaret
Peterson Haddix?
The main theme of the 'Among the Hidden' series revolves around issues of identity, survival, and the
consequences of a totalitarian society that enforces strict population control laws.

Who is the protagonist of the 'Among the Hidden' series?
The protagonist of the series is Luke Garner, a third child in a society where families are allowed only two
children, forcing him to live in hiding.

How does the setting influence the plot of 'Among the Hidden'?
The setting of a dystopian future where government control is extreme creates a tense atmosphere that
drives the plot, highlighting the struggles of individuals seeking freedom and rights.

What are the key conflicts faced by the characters in the series?
Key conflicts include the struggle against oppressive societal norms, the fear of being discovered as illegal
third children, and the quest for personal freedom and acceptance.

How does Haddix develop the theme of friendship in the series?
Haddix develops the theme of friendship through the relationships formed between hidden children,
illustrating how their bonds provide support and motivation to resist oppressive circumstances.

What role does the government play in 'Among the Hidden'?
The government plays a critical role as an oppressive force that enforces draconian laws to maintain control
over the population, serving as the main antagonist in the lives of the characters.

Are there any significant plot twists in the 'Among the Hidden' series?
Yes, significant plot twists occur as characters uncover hidden truths about their society and each other,
leading to moments of both hope and despair that challenge their perceptions of freedom and safety.
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为什么中国人取英文名很少有叫margaret的？ 有什么好的英文名推荐吗？ 最近在实习，发现各大公司人人都是用英文名，但是叫tony，vivian的一大堆，很多名字烂大街也不好
听，想了很久 …

玛格丽特Margaret的简写? - 知乎
玛格丽特Margaret的简写? 很多比较长的英文名都有简写（昵称），这样叫起来比较方便，那么我想请问英文名Margaret（玛格丽特）的简写是什么？

Margaret - middle names - Girl Names - Nameberry
Jul 20, 2025 · I like softer-sounding middle names with Margaret personally - Margaret Estelle is a
combo I like, and Margaret Rosalie and Margaret Wren from your list are really pretty too.

Nickname for Margaret other than Margie? - Nameberry
Sep 10, 2012 · Pondering names for girl #2 and like the classics, [name]Margaret[/name] being one
of the top choices. Would like to use a nickname for it but don’t like [name]Margie[/name]. …

Maggie as a nickname for - Girl Names - Nameberry
Sep 6, 2015 · I am a [name_f]Maggie [/name_f] and just a [name_f]Maggie [/name_f], my
grandmother was a [name_f]Margaret [/name_f]! I just wanted to put it out there that …

对一个陌生的英文名字，如何快速确定哪个是姓哪个是名？ - 知乎
这里我以美国人的名字为例，在美国呢，人们习惯于把自己的名字 (first name)放在前,姓放在后面 (last name). 这也就是为什么叫first name或者last
name的原因（根据位置摆放来命名的）。 比 …

Margaret Atwood (玛格丽特·阿特伍德)《Alias Grace》《别名格蕾 …
Feb 22, 2025 · Margaret Atwood (玛格丽特·阿特伍德)简介 玛格丽特·阿特伍德在安大略省和魁北克长大。她在多伦多大学维多利亚学院获得学士学位，在拉德克
利夫学院获得硕士学位。虽然这 …

怎样评价女演员Margaret Qualley。? - 知乎
怎样评价女演员Margaret Qualley。 ? 应该是最有潜力的星二代啊，有颜有演技，但好像没大红，也27了啊。 [图片] [图片] [图片] 显示全部 关注者 3

Nicknames for Margaret?! - General Name Discussion - Nameberry
May 22, 2012 · My name is [name]Margaret [/name] and I’ve been thinking of using a nickname for
myself so it can be easier for others when spelling/remembering my name. And also …

Peggy这个英文名奇怪吗？ - 知乎
Aug 31, 2015 · Margaret 是Peggy或者Peg的正式叫法。 因此取名Peggy之前，最好先看自己是否喜欢Margaret这个名字，因为大多数人都会以它来
称呼你而不是Peggy。

为什么中国人取英文名很少有叫margaret的？有什么好的英文名推荐吗？ - 知乎
为什么中国人取英文名很少有叫margaret的？ 有什么好的英文名推荐吗？ 最近在实习，发现各大公司人人都是用英文名，但是叫tony，vivian的一大堆，很多名字烂大街也不好
听，想了很久想到Margaret，但从来没见过有人… 显示全部 关注者 7 被浏览

玛格丽特Margaret的简写? - 知乎
玛格丽特Margaret的简写? 很多比较长的英文名都有简写（昵称），这样叫起来比较方便，那么我想请问英文名Margaret（玛格丽特）的简写是什么？

Margaret - middle names - Girl Names - Nameberry
Jul 20, 2025 · I like softer-sounding middle names with Margaret personally - Margaret Estelle is a
combo I like, and Margaret Rosalie and Margaret Wren from your list are really pretty too.

Nickname for Margaret other than Margie? - Nameberry
Sep 10, 2012 · Pondering names for girl #2 and like the classics, [name]Margaret[/name] being one
of the top choices. Would like to use a nickname for it but don’t like [name]Margie[/name]. Does



anyone know of any other names that can be used as short for [name]Margaret[/name]? Open to
anything (except [name]Margie[/name] obviously!) Also any mn name suggestions to go with it?
Need help! Thanks!

Maggie as a nickname for - Girl Names - Nameberry
Sep 6, 2015 · I am a [name_f]Maggie [/name_f] and just a [name_f]Maggie [/name_f], my
grandmother was a [name_f]Margaret [/name_f]! I just wanted to put it out there that
[name_f]Maggie [/name_f] alone is great as a stand alone name.
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