Lois Lowry The Giver Series

Lois Lowry's The Giver Series is a remarkable collection of dystopian novels that delve into
themes of memory, individuality, and the complexities of human emotions. With a rich narrative and
thought-provoking ideas, Lowry has captivated readers of all ages since the release of the first book,
"The Giver", in 1993. This article will explore the series’ main components, its impact on literature,
and the underlying themes that resonate with readers.



Overview of The Giver Series

The Giver series primarily revolves around a utopian community where emotions, memories, and
choices are suppressed to maintain order and sameness. The narrative follows the journey of Jonas,
a young boy who discovers the dark truths behind his seemingly perfect society. The series includes
four main books:

1. The Giver (1993)

2. Gathering Blue (2000)

3. Messenger (2004)

4. The Son (2012)

Each book can stand alone, but together they create a cohesive exploration of Lowry's vision of
society and the human experience.

The Giver

Plot Summary

In "The Giver," we meet Jonas, an eleven-year-old boy who is selected to be the Receiver of Memory,
a prestigious role in his community. As Jonas begins his training with the current Receiver, an old
man known as The Giver, he learns about emotions, colors, and experiences that have been
eradicated from his society. The story ultimately challenges the values of conformity and the cost of
a pain-free existence.

Themes

Some of the central themes in "The Giver" include:

e Memory and History: The importance of memory in shaping identity and culture.

¢ Choice and Free Will: The impact of freedom of choice on personal development and societal
growth.

¢ Individuality vs. Conformity: The balance between societal norms and personal expression.



Gathering Blue

Plot Summary

In "Gathering Blue," the story shifts focus from Jonas to Kira, a young girl with a unique gift for
weaving. Kira lives in a community that values physical strength over artistic talent, and she must
navigate challenges that arise from her disability and her society’s harsh rules. Unlike Jonas’s
community, Kira's world is rife with poverty and brutality, but it also allows for deeper emotional
connections.

Themes
Key themes in "Gathering Blue" include:

e Art and Creation: The role of art as a form of expression and its power to influence society.

e« Community and Belonging: The significance of relationships and support systems in
overcoming adversity.

¢ Resistance and Rebellion: Kira’s struggle against the oppressive norms of her society.

Messenger

Plot Summary

In "Messenger," the narrative follows Matty, a character introduced in "Gathering Blue." Matty lives
in a community that has begun to change for the worse, becoming more insular and selfish. He
possesses a unique ability to heal others and must confront the growing darkness in his community
while striving to protect those he loves.

Themes

Important themes in "Messenger" include:

e Transformation: The impact of change on individuals and communities.



e Selflessness and Sacrifice: The importance of helping others and the costs associated with
doing so.

e Hope and Redemption: The possibility of positive change even in the face of despair.

The Son

Plot Summary

The final book, "The Son," serves as a prequel and sequel to "The Giver," detailing the origins of
Gabriel, a character from the first book. It explores themes of parenthood, loss, and the struggle for
identity. The narrative intertwines the perspectives of several characters as they confront their pasts
and navigate their futures.

Themes

In "The Son," the prominent themes include:
e Parenthood and Love: The complexities of familial bonds and the sacrifices made for loved
ones.

¢ Identity and Belonging: The journey of self-discovery and the search for one’s place in the
world.

* Forgiveness and Healing: The process of coming to terms with one’s past and finding peace.

Impact on Literature and Society

Lois Lowry's "The Giver" series has made a significant impact on young adult literature and
continues to be a staple in educational settings. The books encourage critical thinking and
discussions about morality, ethics, and societal values. Some reasons for its lasting influence
include:

¢ Provoking Thought: The series encourages readers to question their own societies and
consider the implications of conformity and control.

e Multi-Generational Appeal: The themes resonate with both young readers and adults,



allowing for intergenerational discussions.

» Adaptations: The success of film adaptations has introduced the series to a broader audience,
further solidifying its relevance.

Conclusion

Lois Lowry's "The Giver" series is a profound exploration of human experiences, emotions, and the
consequences of a controlled society. Through compelling narratives and relatable characters,
Lowry tackles complex themes that resonate with readers of all ages. The series challenges us to
reflect on our own lives, the value of memories, and the significance of choice. As we navigate a
world increasingly defined by technology and conformity, Lowry's work serves as a poignant
reminder of the beauty and depth of the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Giver' series by Lois Lowry?

The main theme of 'The Giver' series revolves around the importance of memory, individuality, and
the complexities of human emotions in a controlled society.

How does the character Jonas change throughout 'The Giver'?

Jonas evolves from a compliant member of his society to a critical thinker who questions the rules
and seeks deeper truths about freedom and choice.

What role does the Giver play in the series?

The Giver serves as a mentor to Jonas, imparting memories of the past and helping him understand
the complexities of emotions and the consequences of a colorless, controlled life.

What is the significance of color in 'The Giver'?

Color symbolizes the richness of human experience and emotions that the society in 'The Giver' has
sacrificed for sameness and security.

How does the setting of the dystopian society impact the
characters in 'The Giver'?

The dystopian setting creates a controlled environment where emotions and choices are suppressed,
leading characters like Jonas to struggle with their identities and desires for freedom.

What is the relationship between Jonas and his family in 'The



Giver'?

Jonas has a loving but emotionally distant relationship with his family, as they adhere to societal
norms that discourage deep emotional connections and individuality.

What are the key differences between 'The Giver' and its
sequels, '‘Gathering Blue', 'Messenger', and 'Son'?

While 'The Giver' focuses on memory and the awakening of individual thought, its sequels explore
themes of community, sacrifice, and the ongoing struggle for freedom in different societies.

How does Lois Lowry explore the concept of choice in 'The
Giver' series?

Lowry examines choice as a fundamental aspect of humanity; in the series, the absence of choice
leads to a loss of individuality and personal growth, highlighting its importance.

What impact has 'The Giver' series had on young adult
literature?

The series has significantly influenced young adult literature by introducing complex themes of
morality, individuality, and societal structure, paving the way for other dystopian narratives.
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