Mack Wilberg Come Thou Fount

SATB choir and organ

Mack Wilberg

Four American Folk Hymns

4. Come, thou fount of
every blessing

Mack Wilberg's "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” is a remarkable choral arrangement that has
resonated deeply with audiences around the world. This piece, crafted by the talented composer and
conductor Mack Wilberg, is a rendition of the traditional hymn written by Robert Robinson in the 18th
century. Wilberg's adaptation not only preserves the original message of the hymn but also infuses it with

rich harmonies and emotional depth, making it a favorite among choirs and congregations alike.

The Origins of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

"Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" was penned in 1758 by Robert Robinson, a young man who had



undergone a profound spiritual transformation. His hymn expresses themes of grace, gratitude, and a
yearning for divine guidance. The melody associated with the hymn, known as "Nettleton," was composed
by John Wyeth in 1813. Over the years, this hymn has become a staple in Christian worship and is often

sung in various denominations.

Mack Wilberg: A Brief Biography

Mack Wilberg, born in 1955, is a prominent American choral conductor and composer. He is best known for
his work with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, where he served as the music director. Wilberg has a
unique ability to blend traditional choral techniques with contemporary musical elements, creating
arrangements that are both accessible and artistically rich. His contributions to choral music have earned

him recognition and acclaim in the field.

Wilberg's Arrangement of "Come Thou Fount”

Mack Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" showcases his compositional skills

and deep understanding of choral dynamics. The arrangement is characterized by several key features:

¢ Rich Harmonic Textures: Wilberg employs lush harmonies that enhance the emotional impact of the
text. The use of varied vocal ranges allows for a full and resonant sound, drawing listeners into the

spiritual essence of the hymn.

¢ Melodic Variations: While staying true to the original melody, Wilberg introduces subtle variations
that add interest and depth. These melodic embellishments help convey the hymn's themes of

longing and devotion.

¢ Dynamic Contrasts: The arrangement features striking contrasts in dynamics, ranging from soft,
contemplative passages to powerful climaxes. This dynamic range captures the listener's attention

and evokes a wide spectrum of emotions.

e Choral Techniques: Wilberg's use of counterpoint and voice layering creates an intricate tapestry of
sound. The interplay between different vocal sections adds complexity and richness to the

performance.



Thematic Elements in the Arrangement

Wilberg’s arrangement reflects the central themes of Robinson’s original hymn. These themes can be

explored further:
1. Grace: The text speaks of God's grace as a source of blessings, and Wilberg's arrangement evokes a
sense of gratitude and reverence.

2. Guidance: The desire for divine guidance is a recurring motif, and the music effectively captures the

yearning for spiritual direction.

3. Reflection: The contemplative nature of the hymn allows for personal reflection, and the

arrangement encourages listeners to engage in introspection.

Performing "Come Thou Fount” in Various Settings

Mack Wilberg's "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" has been performed in numerous settings, each
bringing its unique flavor to the piece. Here are some common contexts in which this arrangement is

showcased:

Church Services

The hymn is often performed during worship services, as its themes resonate with congregational
spirituality. Choirs frequently include Wilberg's arrangement in their repertoire for special occasions, such

as:
¢ Communion Services: The hymn’s reflective nature makes it appropriate for services centered on
remembrance and gratitude.

¢ Weddings: The themes of love and divine blessing align well with the sentiments expressed during

wedding ceremonies.

¢ Funerals: The message of grace and hope offers comfort to grieving families, making it a fitting

choice for memorial services.



Concerts and Festivals

Wilberg's arrangement is also featured in choral concerts and festivals, where the focus is on artistic
expression. Choirs often perform it as part of a larger program, showcasing the beauty of choral music. Its

engaging melodies and intricate harmonies make it a highlight in any concert setting.

Community Events

In addition to formal religious settings, "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” is often performed at
community gatherings and events. Its universal themes of grace and gratitude resonate with diverse

audiences, fostering a sense of connection and unity.

The Impact of Wilberg's Arrangement

Mack Wilberg's adaptation of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” has had a significant impact on the

choral music community. Several factors contribute to its enduring popularity:

Accessibility

Wilberg's arrangement strikes a balance between complexity and accessibility, making it suitable for choirs
of various skill levels. This accessibility has led to its widespread adoption in both church choirs and

community ensembles.

Emotional Resonance

The emotional depth of the arrangement allows singers and audiences alike to connect with the piece on a
personal level. Many find it moving, as it speaks to fundamental human experiences of longing, gratitude,

and the search for divine presence.

Inspiration for New Compositions

Wilberg’s approach has inspired a new generation of composers to explore traditional hymns and create
fresh arrangements. His ability to breathe new life into classic texts encourages others to engage with the

rich history of choral music.



Conclusion

Mack Wilberg's "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” stands as a testament to the power of choral music to
uplift, inspire, and connect. Through his masterful arrangement, Wilberg honors the original hymn's
themes while enhancing them with rich harmonies and intricate musicality. Whether performed in a
church, concert hall, or community event, this piece continues to touch the hearts of listeners and
performers alike. As we engage with the music, we are reminded of the timeless messages of grace,

gratitude, and the quest for divine guidance that resonate throughout our spiritual journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mack Wilberg and what is his connection to 'Come Thou Fount"

Mack Wilberg is an American choral conductor and composer known for his work with the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir. He arranged the hymn 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing," which has gained

popularity in both religious and concert settings.

What makes Mack Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come Thou Fount' unique?

Wilberg's arrangement features rich harmonies and intricate vocal lines that enhance the hymn's emotional

depth, making it suitable for both congregational singing and choral performances.

In which performances has Wilberg's arrangement of '‘Come Thou Fount'
been featured?

Wilberg's arrangement has been performed by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir in various concerts,

broadcasts, and recordings, showrcasing its popularity and appeal in choral music.

What themes are present in the hymn 'Come Thou Fount of Every
Blessing'?

The hymn explores themes of divine grace, guidance, and gratitude, emphasizing the importance of faith

and reliance on God's blessings in life's journey.

How has 'Come Thou Fount' influenced contemporary worship music?

The hymn's poignant lyrics and melody have inspired many contemporary worship leaders to incorporate

it into modern services, often adapting it with new arrangements and musical styles.



Can you describe the musical style of Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come
Thou Fount"

Wilberg's arrangement blends traditional choral music with contemporary elements, featuring lush

harmonies, dynamic contrasts, and expressive phrasing that enhance the hymn's spiritual message.

‘What role does 'Come Thou Fount' play in religious education or
services?

The hymn is often used in religious education and services to teach about God's grace and the importance of

faith, making it a staple in many worship settings.
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Discover the beauty of Mack Wilberg's "Come Thou Fount" and its profound impact on choral music.
Learn more about its themes and musical brilliance today!
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