
Lsat Writing Prompts Examples

LSAT writing prompts examples are an essential component of the Law School
Admission Test (LSAT) that assess a candidate’s ability to think critically
and express their thoughts in a coherent and persuasive manner. The LSAT is a
standardized test that plays a vital role in law school admissions, and the
writing sample portion, although not scored, can provide valuable insight
into an applicant’s writing skills. This article will delve into what LSAT
writing prompts entail, provide examples of such prompts, and offer tips for
crafting effective responses.

Understanding LSAT Writing Prompts

The LSAT writing section consists of a single prompt that requires test-
takers to write an argumentative essay. This section is designed to evaluate
a candidate's ability to formulate a position on a given issue and support it
with logical reasoning.

Structure of the Writing Sample

1. Prompt Presentation: The prompt presents a scenario or a choice between
two options.
2. Decision-Making: Candidates are asked to choose one option over the other
and justify their choice.
3. Time Limit: Test-takers have 35 minutes to complete the essay.

Purpose of the Writing Sample

- Assessment of Writing Skills: Admissions committees look for clarity,
coherence, and organization.
- Evaluation of Critical Thinking: The ability to form a reasoned argument is
crucial for success in law school.
- Demonstration of Persuasiveness: Candidates are expected to convince the
reader of their viewpoint.



Examples of LSAT Writing Prompts

Here are several examples of LSAT writing prompts to help illustrate the
types of scenarios candidates may encounter:

Example Prompt 1: Community Development

"You are a member of a town council deciding between two proposals for the
development of a public park. Proposal A suggests building a playground and
recreational facilities, while Proposal B advocates for preserving the area
as a natural habitat. Choose one proposal and explain your reasoning."

Response Structure:

- Introduction: Briefly introduce the two proposals.
- Chosen Proposal: State your choice (e.g., Proposal A).
- Justification: Discuss the benefits of recreational facilities, such as
community well-being and increased usage of the park.
- Counterarguments: Acknowledge the importance of preserving natural habitats
but argue that community needs must be prioritized.
- Conclusion: Reinforce your choice and summarize your main points.

Example Prompt 2: Educational Reforms

"A school district must decide whether to implement a year-round schooling
system or stick with the traditional academic calendar. Choose one option and
justify your decision."

Response Structure:

- Introduction: Present the two schooling options.
- Chosen Option: Advocate for year-round schooling.
- Justification: Discuss benefits such as reduced summer learning loss and
better retention of knowledge.
- Counterarguments: Address concerns regarding family schedules and potential
burnout.
- Conclusion: Emphasize the long-term academic advantages of year-round
schooling.

Example Prompt 3: Environmental Policy

"A city is considering two environmental policies to reduce carbon emissions.
Policy A focuses on implementing stricter regulations on industrial
emissions, while Policy B promotes incentives for electric vehicle use.



Choose one policy and explain your reasoning."

Response Structure:

- Introduction: Outline the importance of addressing carbon emissions.
- Chosen Policy: Support Policy A.
- Justification: Argue that stricter regulations will lead to immediate and
measurable reductions in emissions.
- Counterarguments: Discuss potential pushback from businesses but argue that
long-term sustainability must be prioritized.
- Conclusion: Reiterate the necessity of strict regulations for environmental
health.

Example Prompt 4: Public Funding

"A local government is debating whether to increase funding for public
transportation or invest in road infrastructure. Choose one option and
explain your reasoning."

Response Structure:

- Introduction: Introduce the issue of public funding.
- Chosen Option: Choose to increase funding for public transportation.
- Justification: Discuss the benefits of public transportation, including
reduced traffic congestion and environmental benefits.
- Counterarguments: Acknowledge the need for road infrastructure but argue
that public transport is a more sustainable long-term solution.
- Conclusion: Summarize the advantages of investing in public transportation.

Tips for Writing an Effective LSAT Sample

When preparing for the LSAT writing sample, consider the following strategies
to enhance your performance:

1. Understand the Prompt Thoroughly

- Read the prompt carefully to grasp the nuances of both options.
- Identify key terms and phrases that may guide your argument.

2. Create an Outline

- Spend a few minutes outlining your response before writing.
- A clear structure will help you stay organized and focused.



3. Develop a Strong Thesis Statement

- Your thesis should clearly state your position and the main points you will
discuss.
- Make it concise and direct.

4. Use Logical and Coherent Arguments

- Support your position with logical reasoning and relevant examples.
- Avoid emotional appeals that do not contribute to your argument.

5. Address Counterarguments

- Acknowledge opposing viewpoints to demonstrate critical thinking.
- Refute counterarguments to strengthen your position.

6. Maintain Formal Writing Style

- Use formal language and avoid slang or overly casual expressions.
- Ensure your grammar and syntax are correct.

7. Practice Time Management

- Practice writing samples within the 35-minute time limit.
- Familiarity with the time constraint will help you manage your pacing on
test day.

8. Review and Revise

- If time permits, review your essay for clarity and grammatical errors.
- Small revisions can significantly improve the quality of your writing.

Conclusion

In summary, LSAT writing prompts examples serve as a valuable practice tool
for prospective law students preparing for the LSAT. By understanding the
structure of the writing sample and familiarizing themselves with the types
of prompts they may encounter, candidates can enhance their ability to craft
compelling arguments. Combining critical thinking with effective writing



strategies will not only aid in LSAT preparation but also lay a solid
foundation for success in law school and beyond. Remember, practice makes
perfect, so take the time to refine your skills and approach each prompt with
confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are LSAT writing prompts?
LSAT writing prompts are tasks provided during the LSAT exam that require
test-takers to write a persuasive essay based on a given scenario. These
prompts assess the ability to construct a coherent and logical argument.

Can you provide an example of an LSAT writing
prompt?
An example of an LSAT writing prompt is: 'You are the mayor of a city that
has a budget shortfall. You must decide whether to cut funding to public
parks or public libraries. Write an essay arguing for one of these options.'

How important is the LSAT writing sample in the
admissions process?
The LSAT writing sample is not scored but is sent to law schools as a part of
the application. Admissions committees may consider it to assess writing
skills and the ability to form arguments, making it important for your
application.

What skills are being evaluated through LSAT writing
prompts?
LSAT writing prompts evaluate critical thinking, organization, clarity of
expression, and the ability to argue effectively. Test-takers must present
their reasoning logically and persuasively.

How can I practice for LSAT writing prompts?
To practice for LSAT writing prompts, you can find sample prompts online and
time yourself while writing responses. Reviewing sample essays and receiving
feedback can also help improve your writing skills.

Are there specific topics commonly found in LSAT
writing prompts?
While LSAT writing prompts can cover a range of topics, they often involve
ethical dilemmas, policy decisions, or community issues, challenging test-
takers to weigh pros and cons and argue a position.



What is the best strategy for organizing an LSAT
writing response?
A good strategy for organizing an LSAT writing response is to clearly state
your position in the introduction, outline your main arguments in the body
paragraphs with supporting examples, and summarize your argument in the
conclusion.
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