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Lois Lowry Interview The Giver has become an essential aspect of
understanding the complexities behind one of the most celebrated dystopian
novels of our time. Lois Lowry, the award-winning author, has captivated
readers with her thought-provoking narrative that explores themes of memory,
individuality, and the human experience. In this article, we will delve into
her insights from various interviews about "The Giver," shedding light on her
creative process, the inspiration behind the story, and the broader
implications of its themes.

Understanding The Giver

Published in 1993, "The Giver" is set in a seemingly utopian society where
emotions, choices, and individuality are suppressed in favor of safety and
sameness. The narrative follows a young boy named Jonas, who is selected to
inherit the position of "Receiver of Memory," the sole keeper of the
community's memories of the past. This role exposes Jonas to the rich
tapestry of human experiences, both joyful and painful, prompting him to
question the very fabric of his society.

The Creative Process Behind The Giver

Lois Lowry's interviews often reveal her unique approach to writing and her
motivations for creating "The Giver."

1. Inspiration from Personal Experience: One of the primary inspirations for
"The Giver" stemmed from Lowry's own experiences and observations. She has



mentioned in interviews that the concept of a society that eliminated pain
and suffering was intriguing yet troubling. It made her reflect on the
importance of memory and the complexities of human emotions.

2. The Role of Memory: Lowry often discusses the significance of memory in
her work. She believes that memories shape who we are and that they are
essential for personal growth. In her interviews, she emphasizes that while
pain can be difficult, it is a vital part of the human experience that cannot
be eradicated without consequences.

3. Influence of Family: Family dynamics also play a crucial role in Lowry’s
creative process. In interviews, she has shared how her relationship with her
own family, especially her experiences as a mother and a grandmother,
influenced her understanding of the themes of love, loss, and the passage of
time.

Thematic Depth of The Giver

One of the reasons "The Giver" resonates with readers of all ages is its
exploration of profound themes. Lowry often elaborates on these themes in her
interviews, offering deeper insights into their relevance in contemporary
society.

Exploration of Choice and Free Will

Lowry emphasizes the importance of choice in her discussions about "The
Giver." In her interviews, she frequently poses the question: What does it
mean to be truly free? She argues that the absence of choice in Jonas's
community leads to a sterile existence devoid of emotional depth.

- The Cost of Safety: Lowry points out that while the community prioritizes
safety and predictability, it also sacrifices the richness of human
experiences. She believes that the ability to choose, even if it comes with
risks, is fundamental to a fulfilling life.

- Personal Responsibility: The notion of personal responsibility is another
crucial aspect of the narrative. Lowry encourages readers to reflect on their
own choices and the implications of those choices on their lives and the
world around them.

Memory and Its Importance

In her interviews, Lowry often returns to the theme of memory, which serves
as the backbone of "The Giver."



- The Value of Painful Memories: Lowry argues that pain and joy are
intertwined, and it is essential to experience both to appreciate life fully.
She believes that memories, especially those of hardship, teach us valuable
lessons and help us grow.

- Cultural and Historical Context: Lowry has stated that her intention was to
encourage readers to understand the significance of their own cultural and
historical memories. In her interviews, she often references the Holocaust
and other historical events that have shaped human understanding of suffering
and resilience.

Character Development and Symbolism

The characters in "The Giver" serve as a vehicle for exploring the novel's
themes, and Lowry provides rich insights into their development in her
interviews.

Jonas as a Symbol of Awakening

Jonas, as the protagonist, embodies the journey from ignorance to awareness.

- His Transformation: In interviews, Lowry discusses how Jonas undergoes a
significant transformation as he receives memories from The Giver. This
journey symbolizes the awakening of the human spirit and the pursuit of
individuality.

- Relatable Struggles: Lowry has mentioned that Jonas's struggles with
conformity and the search for self-identity resonate with many young readers.
She believes that the challenges of adolescence are mirrored in Jonas's quest
for understanding in a controlled environment.

The Giver as a Mentor Figure

The character of The Giver plays an essential role in guiding Jonas through
his awakening.

- The Burden of Knowledge: Lowry explains that The Giver represents the
weight of knowledge and the responsibility that comes with it. In interviews,
she often reflects on how this character embodies the complexities of memory
and the emotional toll of carrying the community's past.

- Intergenerational Wisdom: The relationship between Jonas and The Giver
highlights the importance of intergenerational wisdom. Lowry believes this
connection encourages readers to appreciate the insights of older generations
and the value of shared experiences.



The Legacy of The Giver

"The Giver" has left an indelible mark on literature and education since its
publication. In her interviews, Lowry often reflects on the impact of her
work and the conversations it continues to generate.

Relevance in Contemporary Society

Lowry emphasizes that the themes of "The Giver" are more relevant than ever.

- Discussion of Dystopia and Utopia: In interviews, she discusses how current
societal issues, including surveillance, censorship, and the quest for
security, echo the concerns raised in her novel. She believes that "The
Giver" serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of sacrificing
individuality for the sake of conformity.

- Encouraging Critical Thinking: Lowry hopes that her book encourages
readers, especially young people, to think critically about their choices and
the world around them. She believes that literature has the power to inspire
change and promote empathy.

Impact on Readers and Education

The reception of "The Giver" has sparked important discussions in classrooms
around the world.

- Pedagogical Approaches: Lowry has noted that educators often use the book
to facilitate discussions about ethics, morality, and the significance of
memory. She appreciates how "The Giver" opens up conversations about the
complexities of human existence.

- Fostering Empathy: By engaging with Jonas's journey, readers are encouraged
to empathize with others and consider the broader implications of their
actions. Lowry believes that literature can bridge gaps between different
perspectives and foster understanding.

Conclusion

In her interviews, Lois Lowry offers profound insights into the creation and
themes of "The Giver." As readers continue to explore the intricacies of
Jonas's journey, they are invited to reflect on their own lives and the
choices they make. The novel's enduring relevance speaks to Lowry's ability
to capture the essence of the human experience, making "The Giver" a timeless
work that encourages critical thinking, empathy, and a deeper understanding



of memory and individuality. Through her interviews, Lowry inspires both
readers and writers, reminding us of the power of storytelling in shaping our
understanding of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What inspired Lois Lowry to write 'The Giver'?
Lois Lowry was inspired to write 'The Giver' after reflecting on her
experiences and observations about memory, loss, and the importance of
individuality in society.

How does Lois Lowry describe the character of Jonas
in 'The Giver'?
Lois Lowry describes Jonas as a thoughtful and sensitive boy who begins to
question the rules of his society and ultimately seeks to understand deeper
emotions and experiences.

What themes does Lois Lowry explore in 'The Giver'?
Lois Lowry explores themes such as the importance of memory, the complexity
of emotions, the concept of free will, and the implications of a controlled,
uniform society.

In interviews, how does Lois Lowry explain the
ending of 'The Giver'?
Lois Lowry has explained that the ending of 'The Giver' is intentionally
ambiguous, allowing readers to interpret Jonas's fate and the meaning of hope
and freedom in different ways.

What does Lois Lowry believe children can learn from
'The Giver'?
Lois Lowry believes that children can learn about the value of emotions, the
significance of choice, and the importance of questioning societal norms
through 'The Giver'.

How does Lois Lowry feel about the film adaptation
of 'The Giver'?
Lois Lowry has expressed mixed feelings about the film adaptation,
appreciating the visual representation but noting that some themes and
nuances from the book were altered or missing.



What role does memory play in 'The Giver' according
to Lois Lowry?
Lois Lowry emphasizes that memory is central to 'The Giver', as it connects
individuals to their past, shapes their identities, and enables them to
experience a full range of human emotions.

What message does Lois Lowry hope readers take away
from 'The Giver'?
Lois Lowry hopes readers take away the message that a life devoid of pain
also lacks joy, and that embracing the complexity of human experiences is
essential for a meaningful life.
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