
Louisiana State Bar Exam

The Louisiana State Bar Exam is a crucial milestone for aspiring attorneys in Louisiana, designed
to assess their knowledge and competence in various areas of law. The exam serves as a gateway to
legal practice in the state, ensuring that only those who are adequately prepared and knowledgeable
can represent clients effectively. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the
Louisiana State Bar Exam, including its structure, preparation strategies, and essential information
for candidates.

Overview of the Louisiana State Bar Exam

The Louisiana State Bar Exam is administered by the Louisiana Supreme Court's Office of the Bar
Admissions. It typically takes place twice a year, in February and July, and consists of two main
components: the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) and the Louisiana-specific civil law exam.

Exam Structure

1. Multistate Bar Examination (MBE):
- The MBE is a standardized test that comprises 200 multiple-choice questions covering seven
subjects:
- Constitutional Law
- Contracts
- Criminal Law and Procedure
- Evidence
- Real Property
- Torts
- Federal Civil Procedure
- Candidates have six hours to complete the MBE, which is divided into two three-hour sessions.

2. Louisiana Civil Law Exam:



- This component focuses on Louisiana's unique legal system, which is based on civil law rather than
common law.
- It includes subjects such as:
- Louisiana Civil Code
- Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure
- Louisiana Criminal Code
- Louisiana Business Organizations
- The Louisiana Civil Law Exam consists of both multiple-choice questions and essay questions,
testing candidates on their ability to apply Louisiana law in various scenarios.

3. Professional Responsibility Exam:
- This section assesses knowledge of the rules of professional conduct and ethical considerations that
govern attorneys in Louisiana.
- It is typically a separate test that candidates must pass to practice law.

Eligibility Requirements

To sit for the Louisiana State Bar Exam, candidates must meet specific eligibility requirements:

Must have a Juris Doctor (JD) degree from an American Bar Association (ABA)-accredited law
school.

Must submit an application for admission to the bar, including a character and fitness
evaluation.

Must have completed the Louisiana Bar's "Bar Review Course" prior to taking the exam.

Must pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE) with a qualifying
score.

Application Process

The application process for the Louisiana State Bar Exam involves several steps:

1. Application Submission: Candidates must complete and submit the application form, which
includes personal information, educational history, and a character and fitness evaluation.

2. Character and Fitness Evaluation: This evaluation assesses the candidate's moral character and
fitness to practice law. It includes a thorough background check, including criminal history and
financial responsibility.

3. Payment of Fees: Candidates must pay the required examination fees, which may vary based on
the timing of the application.



4. Confirmation of Eligibility: Once the application is reviewed and approved, candidates will receive
confirmation of their eligibility to take the exam.

Preparation for the Louisiana State Bar Exam

Preparing for the Louisiana State Bar Exam requires a structured and strategic approach. Below are
some effective strategies for candidates:

Study Materials

1. Bar Review Courses: Many candidates enroll in commercial bar review courses that provide
comprehensive study materials, lectures, and practice exams. Some popular options include:
- Themis Bar Review
- Barbri
- Kaplan

2. Practice Questions: Candidates should practice with past exam questions and MBE questions to
familiarize themselves with the exam format and types of questions.

3. Study Guides and Outlines: Utilizing study guides and outlines specifically tailored to the
Louisiana Civil Law Exam can enhance understanding of key concepts and areas of law.

Study Schedule

Creating a detailed study schedule is essential for effective preparation. Candidates should consider
the following tips:

- Set a Timeline: Begin studying at least 8-10 weeks before the exam date.
- Daily Study Goals: Allocate specific subjects to study each day and set goals for completing
practice questions and essays.
- Review and Assess: Regularly review previously studied material to reinforce knowledge and
identify areas that require further attention.

Practice Exams

Taking full-length practice exams under timed conditions can help candidates build stamina and
improve time management skills. This practice also helps to identify weak areas that need additional
focus.



Exam Day Tips

On exam day, candidates should follow certain strategies to maximize their performance:

Arrive Early: Give yourself plenty of time to arrive at the testing center and get settled.

Bring Required Materials: Ensure you have all necessary materials, including identification,
admission tickets, and permitted items.

Stay Calm: Practice relaxation techniques to manage anxiety and stress during the exam.

Time Management: Keep track of time and pace yourself throughout the exam, ensuring you
allocate sufficient time for each section.

Scoring and Results

The Louisiana State Bar Exam is graded on a scale, with both the MBE and Louisiana-specific
components contributing to the overall score. The passing score is typically set by the Louisiana
Supreme Court and may vary from year to year.

Candidates can expect their results to be released approximately 6-8 weeks after the exam. Those
who pass will receive instructions on the admission process, including the swearing-in ceremony.

Conclusion

The Louisiana State Bar Exam is a comprehensive examination that tests a candidate's readiness to
practice law in Louisiana. With a structured preparation plan, an understanding of the exam format,
and effective study strategies, candidates can increase their chances of success. By focusing on both
the MBE and Louisiana-specific components, as well as ethical considerations, aspiring attorneys
can confidently approach this critical step in their legal careers. As candidates prepare for the exam,
it is essential to stay organized, seek support from study groups or bar review courses, and maintain
a positive mindset. With dedication and hard work, passing the Louisiana State Bar Exam can be the
first step toward a rewarding legal career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Louisiana State Bar Exam format?
The Louisiana State Bar Exam consists of two parts: the Louisiana Civil Law Exam and the
Multistate Bar Examination (MBE). The Civil Law Exam tests knowledge of Louisiana law, while the
MBE covers general legal principles.



How often is the Louisiana State Bar Exam administered?
The Louisiana State Bar Exam is administered twice a year, typically in February and July.

What is the passing score for the Louisiana State Bar Exam?
To pass the Louisiana State Bar Exam, candidates generally need a score of at least 70 on the
Louisiana Civil Law Exam and a scaled score of 135 on the MBE.

What is the application process for the Louisiana State Bar
Exam?
Candidates must submit an application to the Louisiana Supreme Court, which includes a character
and fitness evaluation, and pay the required fees by the specified deadline.

Are there any specific study resources recommended for the
Louisiana State Bar Exam?
Yes, candidates often use resources such as bar review courses specific to Louisiana law, study
guides, past exam questions, and practice tests to prepare for the exam.

What are the eligibility requirements to take the Louisiana
State Bar Exam?
To be eligible, candidates must have graduated from an accredited law school, be of good moral
character, and have submitted a complete application for examination.

Is the Louisiana Bar Exam the same as the bar exams in other
states?
No, the Louisiana Bar Exam is unique due to Louisiana's civil law system, which differs from the
common law systems used in other states. It includes specific questions on Louisiana law.

How can candidates find out their Louisiana State Bar Exam
results?
Exam results are typically published on the Louisiana Supreme Court's website, and candidates are
notified directly via email or mail after the results are released.

What happens if a candidate fails the Louisiana State Bar
Exam?
Candidates who fail the exam can retake it in a subsequent administration. They are encouraged to
review their performance and focus on areas needing improvement before reapplying.
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