
Lord Of The Flies Plot Summary

Lord of the Flies is a poignant novel written by William Golding that explores the dark aspects of human
nature through the story of a group of boys stranded on an uninhabited island. As the boys attempt to
govern themselves and survive, the narrative delves into themes of civilization, savagery, and the
inherent evil within humanity. This article provides a comprehensive plot summary of Lord of the Flies,
examining its characters, themes, and the progression of events that lead to the story's harrowing
conclusion.

Overview of the Setting

The novel is set during an unspecified nuclear war, which serves as a backdrop to the boys' isolation. The
story begins when a plane carrying a group of British boys crashes on a deserted island in the Pacific Ocean.
The island, lush and vibrant, initially appears to be a paradise, offering ample resources for the boys to
survive. However, as the narrative unfolds, the island transforms into a symbol of the boys' descent into
chaos.



Initial Arrival and Formation of Order

Upon their arrival on the island, the boys quickly realize they are alone. Ralph, one of the oldest boys,
becomes a natural leader and is elected chief after blowing a conch shell, which serves as a tool for
gathering the boys and establishing order. The initial excitement of being free from adult supervision leads
to a temporary sense of unity and hope.

Key events during this phase include:

1. Establishing Rules: Ralph proposes rules for maintaining order and focuses on the need for a signal fire to
attract rescuers.
2. The Conch Shell: The conch represents civilization and democratic power; whoever holds it has the right
to speak during meetings.
3. Forming Groups: Ralph appoints Jack, a choirboy and a natural leader, to lead a group of hunters.

Conflict and Division

As the boys settle into life on the island, the initial camaraderie begins to unravel. Jack becomes
increasingly obsessed with hunting, and his desire for power clashes with Ralph’s focus on rescue and
order.

Jack's Rebellion

Jack's growing hunger for authority leads him to challenge Ralph's leadership. The tension between the
two boys escalates, culminating in a division among the group:

- The Hunters: Jack forms his own tribe, prioritizing hunting and savagery over the civil structure Ralph
tries to maintain.
- The Signal Fire: While Ralph insists on keeping the fire burning to signal passing ships, Jack’s tribe
becomes more interested in the thrill of the hunt.

This division marks the beginning of chaos on the island as Jack's group embraces their primal instincts.

The Role of Fear

The boys begin to succumb to fear of the unknown, particularly the imagined "beast" that they believe
inhabits the island. This fear is manipulated by Jack to gain control over the boys, creating a sense of loyalty



through shared terror. The boys' descent into savagery is further illustrated by:

- The Beast: The beast symbolizes the primal instincts and inherent evil within humans. The boys' fear of
this beast drives them to irrationality and violence.
- Rituals: Jack’s tribe performs savage rituals, complete with face paint and frenzied dances, to solidify their
bond and embrace their darker impulses.

The Climax of Savagery

The conflict between Ralph and Jack reaches its peak as the boys become divided into two factions. The
hunters, led by Jack, embrace their savage identities, while Ralph and his followers struggle to maintain
order.

The Death of Simon

One of the most pivotal moments in the novel occurs when Simon, a boy who represents innate goodness
and morality, stumbles upon the truth about the beast. He realizes that the beast is not an external creature
but rather the darkness within each of the boys. Tragically, when Simon returns to inform the others, he is
mistaken for the beast and brutally killed in a frenzy of fear and hysteria.

This event marks a turning point in the story, illustrating the complete breakdown of civilization among
the boys. The death of Simon symbolizes the loss of innocence and the dominance of savagery.

The Descent into Chaos

Following Simon's death, the island descends into further chaos. Jack's tribe becomes increasingly violent,
culminating in the hunt for Ralph. The boys abandon any semblance of order, engaging in acts of violence
and savagery that lead to destruction.

- The Killing of Piggy: In a brutal confrontation, Roger, one of Jack's followers, pushes a boulder onto
Piggy, killing him. Piggy represents intellect and reason, and his death signifies the complete
disintegration of civilized behavior.
- The Fire Set by Jack: In an attempt to hunt Ralph down, Jack sets the island on fire, illustrating the
destructive power of their savagery.



Conclusion and Rescue

As the boys' civilization collapses, Ralph finds himself alone, hunted by Jack’s tribe. However, their violent
descent into chaos does not go unnoticed. The smoke from the fire attracts a naval officer who arrives on
the island, leading to a moment of dramatic irony.

The Officer's Arrival

When the officer arrives, he is shocked by the sight of the boys, who are now mere shadows of their
former selves. The boys, covered in dirt and blood, are confronted with the reality of their actions. The
officer's presence serves as a stark reminder of the civilized world they have forsaken.

In the final moments of the novel, Ralph breaks down, mourning the loss of innocence and the darkness
that has consumed them. The boys are rescued, but they leave the island forever changed, grappling with
the knowledge of their inherent savagery.

Thematic Exploration

Lord of the Flies is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers. These themes include:

1. Civilization vs. Savagery: The struggle between the impulse to obey societal rules and the instinct to act
upon primal desires is a central theme.
2. Loss of Innocence: The boys' transformation from innocent children to violent savages encapsulates the
loss of innocence and the reality of human nature.
3. The Nature of Evil: Golding explores the idea that evil is inherent in all humans, not merely a product
of society or external forces.

Conclusion

In summary, Lord of the Flies presents a harrowing and thought-provoking narrative that encapsulates the
complexities of human nature. Through the story of Ralph, Jack, Piggy, and Simon, Golding delves into
themes of civilization, savagery, and the darkness that resides within us all. The novel serves as a powerful
reminder of the fragility of order and the ease with which humanity can descend into chaos. As the boys
return to civilization, they carry with them the haunting memories of their time on the island, forever
changed by their experiences.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic premise of 'Lord of the Flies'?
'Lord of the Flies' follows a group of boys stranded on a deserted island after a plane crash. Without adult
supervision, they attempt to govern themselves, leading to chaos and savagery as their civilized behavior
deteriorates.

Who are the main characters in 'Lord of the Flies'?
The main characters include Ralph, who represents order and leadership; Jack, who embodies savagery
and the desire for power; Piggy, the voice of reason; and Simon, who symbolizes innate goodness.

What role does the conch shell play in the plot?
The conch shell represents democracy and civilization. It is used to call meetings and establish order among
the boys. Its eventual destruction signifies the complete breakdown of society and the rise of chaos.

How does the theme of savagery manifest in the story?
As the boys' societal structure collapses, they succumb to their primal instincts, leading to violence and
brutality. This transformation is epitomized by the hunt for Pig, which culminates in the brutal killing of
Simon.

What is the significance of the 'beast' in 'Lord of the Flies'?
The 'beast' symbolizes the boys' fear and the darkness within human nature. Initially thought to be a
physical creature, it ultimately represents the savagery and moral decay that exists in all humans.

What is the climax of 'Lord of the Flies'?
The climax occurs when Ralph confronts Jack and his tribe, leading to a violent confrontation that results in
the deaths of Simon and Piggy. This moment marks the complete descent into savagery and the loss of
innocence among the boys.
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Lord单用的时候专指耶稣，翻译为主 (啊)，在基督教语境下My Lord Jesus Christ自然应该翻译为我主耶稣基督。 一般语境下，My Lord中文可以翻译为爵爷（骑
士与领主的关系）、主公（诸葛 …

为什么国外法庭上称呼法官为 “Your Honor” ，而称呼领主，贵族 …
就法官称呼而言，英国是My Lord，美国是Your Honor，主要是基于不同的历史原因形成的，早期的英国法律大多由王室制定，通过各地的领主或国王派出的巡回审判官执行，
对老百姓而言， …

heaven, god,lord，三者区别是什么? - 知乎
LORD:mid-13c., laverd, loverd, from Old English hlaford "master of a household, ruler, feudal lord,
superior; husband," also "God," translating Latin dominus, Greek kyrios in the New Testament, …

英国文化传统中，“Lord”与“master”这两个称呼有什么区别？哪一 …
英国文化传统中，“Lord”与“master”这两个称呼有什么区别？ 哪一个对于称呼者地位更高？ 除了被称呼者的社会地位之外，被称呼者的态度是否会影响类似称谓的选择？ （对，问
题打不下 …

最简化理解上帝、耶和华、耶稣、基督、弥赛亚这些名词和之间的 …
从犹太教演变而来的基督教进入中国时，为了适应中国文化，取用了上帝来代表耶和华。因为耶和华这一词是尊称，不能随便用，常用则为耶稣基督，于是上帝可以等同于耶稣基督，这些称呼
…

平时在称呼上都是Lord，那么侯爵，伯爵这些什么时候使用呢？
比如，"You, my lord, your son in Scotland being thus employed, shall secretly into the bosom creep of
that same noble prelate, well beloved, the Archbishop of York, the Lord Scroop."或者" …

如何评价林宥嘉第六张专辑《王 Love,Lord》？ - 知乎
如何评价林宥嘉第六张专辑《王 Love,Lord》？ 多年老粉听完有些意难平，想听听大家甚至专业人士的评价。 显示全部 关注者 19

「your grace、your majesty、your highness、my lord」等之间有 …
Aug 28, 2012 · 在英国，这些敬称的使用对象是： Your Majesty，国王、女王陛下 Your Royal Highness，王室成员 Your Grace，非王室成
员的公爵、公爵夫人，大主教 My Lord / My …

《权力的游戏》里，为什么 My lord 翻译是"大人"，Your grace 翻 …
Sep 9, 2014 · my lord，一般就是称呼那些比自己地位要高的，如仆人对主人，下级对上级。 看看这个： 按照英国传统，女王（或国王）可以根据内阁首相的提议，将某种贵
族爵位授予某人， …

淘宝卖的苏格兰爵位Lord，是真实合法的吗？ - 知乎
Jul 1, 2017 · 其实类似的帖子在各大平台都有，其内容也大同小异，基本上包括以下几个部分： 可以在某些网站购买一块或一对小面积的苏格兰土地； 凭借拥有土地，可以被称呼
为“Lord” …
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