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Lynda La Plante's Trial and Retribution is a gripping and intense British
television series that has captivated audiences since its debut. Known for
its intricate plots and character development, the show is a hallmark of
crime drama, showcasing a world where justice is pursued relentlessly, and
the ramifications of crime extend far beyond the immediate act. Lynda La
Plante, a renowned author and screenwriter, has created a narrative that not
only entertains but also prompts viewers to reflect on the moral complexities
of justice and revenge. This article delves into the themes, characters, and
overall impact of Trial and Retribution, exploring why it remains a
significant part of British television history.



Overview of the Series

Trial and Retribution first aired on ITV in 1997 and was created by Lynda La
Plante, who is best known for her work on other crime series, including Prime
Suspect. The show combines elements of police procedural with psychological
drama, focusing on the investigation and prosecution of serious crimes.

The series is notable for its dual narrative structure, where each episode
typically unfolds over two parts. The first part centers on the
investigation, showcasing the police's efforts to solve the crime, while the
second part follows the trial, highlighting the legal proceedings that ensue.
This format allows viewers to witness the intricacies of law enforcement and
the judicial system, providing a comprehensive view of how justice is sought.

Key Themes

Several themes run throughout Trial and Retribution, making it more than just
a standard crime drama.

Justice vs. Retribution

One of the central themes of the series is the distinction between justice
and retribution. Characters often grapple with their motivations—whether they
are seeking justice for the victim or revenge against the perpetrator. This
moral ambiguity raises questions about the nature of justice and whether true
justice can ever be achieved within a flawed system.

The Complexity of Crime

Trial and Retribution does not shy away from the complexities of crime. Each
case presents a unique set of circumstances, often involving multifaceted
characters with conflicting motivations. This complexity challenges viewers
to consider the broader societal issues that contribute to criminal behavior,
such as poverty, addiction, and trauma.

Impact of Crime on Victims and Families

The series places significant emphasis on the emotional and psychological
toll that crime takes on victims and their families. By exploring the
aftermath of criminal acts, Trial and Retribution highlights the long-lasting
effects of violence and the struggle for victims to find closure.



Character Development

The characters in Trial and Retribution are richly developed, each bringing
their own background and experiences to the table.

Detective Chief Inspector (DCI) Jane Tennison

Though Jane Tennison is more prominently featured in Prime Suspect, her
influence is felt throughout La Plante's works, including Trial and
Retribution. The character of DCI Tennison represents the challenges faced by
women in law enforcement, and the relentless pursuit of justice despite
personal struggles and societal pressures.

Prosecutors and Defense Attorneys

The series also delves into the lives of prosecutors and defense attorneys,
showcasing their ethical dilemmas and the pressures they face in the
courtroom. Characters like Detective Inspector (DI) Mike Walker often find
themselves in morally ambiguous situations, highlighting the challenges of
balancing the pursuit of justice with the rights of the accused.

Victims and Their Families

The portrayal of victims and their families is central to the narrative. Each
episode often begins with a crime that directly impacts various individuals,
allowing viewers to connect with their pain and struggle. This humanization
of victims serves to remind audiences that crime has real-life implications
beyond the courtroom.

Critical Reception

Trial and Retribution has received critical acclaim over the years, praised
for its storytelling, character depth, and realistic portrayal of crime and
justice. The show's ability to engage viewers with thought-provoking themes
has led to a dedicated fanbase and numerous awards.

Viewer Engagement

The dual narrative structure effectively keeps viewers on the edge of their
seats, as they are left to wonder about the outcomes of the investigations



and trials. This engagement is further enhanced by plot twists and moral
dilemmas that challenge the audience's perceptions of guilt and innocence.

Impact on Crime Drama Genre

Lynda La Plante's Trial and Retribution has significantly influenced the

crime drama genre in the UK and beyond. Its realistic portrayal of police
work and the judicial process has set a benchmark for subsequent series,

prompting other creators to adopt similar storytelling techniques.

The Legacy of Lynda La Plante

Lynda La Plante's contributions to television and literature extend far
beyond Trial and Retribution. Her ability to weave complex narratives that
address societal issues has earned her a prominent place in the entertainment
industry.

Influence on Future Writers

La Plante’s work has inspired a new generation of writers and filmmakers. Her
emphasis on character-driven storytelling and the exploration of moral
ambiguity has paved the way for more nuanced portrayals of crime and justice
in modern media.

Continued Relevance

The themes explored in Trial and Retribution continue to resonate with
contemporary audiences. Issues such as systemic injustice, the impact of
crime on communities, and the quest for personal and societal retribution
remain pertinent in today's society, making the series relevant even decades
after its initial release.

Conclusion

Trial and Retribution stands as a testament to Lynda La Plante's prowess as a
storyteller and her commitment to exploring the complexities of crime and
justice. Through its compelling characters, intricate plots, and thought-
provoking themes, the series has left an indelible mark on the landscape of
British television. As audiences continue to engage with the moral dilemmas
presented in the show, it prompts an ongoing conversation about the nature of
justice, the consequences of crime, and the human experience at large. The



legacy of Trial and Retribution is not just in its entertainment value, but
in its ability to challenge viewers to reflect on the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Trial and Retribution' about?

'Trial and Retribution' is a British television drama series created by Lynda
La Plante that focuses on the investigation and prosecution of serious
crimes, highlighting the complexities of the legal system and the emotional
toll on those involved.

Who are the main characters in 'Trial and
Retribution'?

The main characters include DCI Roisin Connor, played by Victoria Smurfit,
and her team, as well as various suspects and victims that are integral to
each episode's plot.

How many seasons of 'Trial and Retribution' are
there?

There are a total of 8 seasons of 'Trial and Retribution', which aired from
1997 to 2009.

What themes are explored in 'Trial and Retribution'?

'Trial and Retribution' explores themes of justice, morality, the impact of
crime on victims and families, and the challenges faced by law enforcement
and legal professionals.

Is 'Trial and Retribution' based on real events?

While 'Trial and Retribution' features fictional stories, the scenarios and
character developments are often inspired by real-life criminal cases and the
intricacies of the justice system.

What makes Lynda La Plante's writing unique in
'Trial and Retribution'?

Lynda La Plante's writing is known for its strong character development,
intricate plots, and a realistic portrayal of crime and its consequences,
which adds depth and authenticity to 'Trial and Retribution'.

How has 'Trial and Retribution' impacted crime drama



television?

‘Trial and Retribution' has had a significant impact on crime drama
television by setting a benchmark for storytelling that combines procedural
elements with strong emotional narratives, influencing subsequent shows in
the genre.

Are there any notable guest appearances in 'Trial
and Retribution'?

Yes, 'Trial and Retribution' features several notable guest appearances from
well-known actors, enhancing the series with diverse performances and
engaging storylines.

Where can I watch 'Trial and Retribution' today?

'Trial and Retribution' can be found on various streaming platforms and may
also be available for purchase on DVD, depending on your region.
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Explore the gripping world of Lynda La Plante's "Trial and Retribution." Uncover intricate plots and
character dynamics. Learn more about this riveting series!
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