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The Law School Admission Test (LSAT) is a crucial step for aspiring law students, and one
of its key components is the writing sample. While the LSAT is primarily a standardized
test assessing skills in reading, logical reasoning, and analytical thinking, the writing
sample provides an opportunity for candidates to showcase their written communication
abilities. This article explores an LSAT writing prompt example, its structure, tips for
success, and the overall significance of the writing sample in law school admissions.

Understanding the Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample is not scored but is sent to law schools along with your LSAT
score. Institutions use this writing sample to evaluate your ability to articulate your
thoughts clearly and persuasively, a skill that is vital for success in law school and the
legal profession.

Structure of the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample consists of a single prompt that presents a problem or a scenario
requiring a decision. Candidates must respond by drafting an argumentative essay that
outlines their reasoning and supports their choice. Here are the key components of the
writing sample:

1. Prompt: The prompt typically involves a scenario where you must choose between two
options or courses of action.
2. Argument: You are required to explain your choice and justify it with logical reasoning
and supporting details.
3. Organization: Your response should be well-organized, with a clear introduction, body
paragraphs, and a conclusion.

Example of an LSAT Writing Prompt



To illustrate the structure and requirements of the LSAT writing sample, consider the
following hypothetical prompt:

---

Prompt:

You are a member of a city council tasked with deciding whether to allocate funds for a
new public park or to invest in upgrading the existing community recreation center.

- Option A: Allocate funds for the new public park, which would provide green space and
recreational opportunities for residents in a densely populated area.
- Option B: Invest in upgrading the community recreation center, which currently lacks
modern facilities and has limited programming for youth and seniors.

Write a response in which you argue for one of the two options. In your response, consider
the potential benefits and drawbacks of each option and explain why your choice is the
better one for the community.

---

How to Approach the Writing Prompt

When faced with an LSAT writing prompt, it’s essential to approach it methodically. Here
are steps to consider for crafting an effective essay:

1. Analyze the Prompt

Take a moment to dissect the prompt. Identify the two options clearly and understand
what is being asked. Consider the implications of each choice and the values relevant to
the decision.

2. Choose Your Position

Select one option to support. Your choice should be based on logical reasoning rather than
personal preference. Consider the impact of your decision on various community
stakeholders, such as residents, local businesses, and government resources.

3. Develop Your Argument

Outline your main points before writing. You should aim to include:

- Introduction: Present the issue and state your choice.



- Body Paragraphs:
- Discuss the advantages of your chosen option.
- Address potential counterarguments to demonstrate critical thinking.
- Conclude each paragraph with a summary of how your points support your overall
position.
- Conclusion: Reinforce your choice and summarize why it is the best decision for the
community.

4. Use Clear and Concise Language

Your writing should be straightforward and free of unnecessary jargon. Aim for clarity and
precision to ensure your argument is easily understood.

5. Proofread Your Work

If time allows, review your essay for grammatical errors, spelling mistakes, and overall
coherence. A clean, polished response reflects attention to detail, an essential quality for a
law student.

Sample Response to the Prompt

Below is a sample response to the prompt provided earlier.

---

Sample Response:

In making a decision between allocating funds for a new public park and investing in
upgrading the existing community recreation center, I firmly believe that the city council
should prioritize the development of the new public park. This choice not only addresses
the immediate need for green space in a densely populated area but also promotes
community well-being and environmental sustainability.

Firstly, the creation of a public park would provide essential green space for residents
who currently lack access to such facilities. Urban areas often suffer from a deficiency of
recreational and natural areas, leading to a range of social issues, including increased
stress levels and diminished community interaction. A new park would offer a venue for
families to gather, children to play, and individuals to engage in outdoor activities,
ultimately enhancing the quality of life in our community.

Moreover, a public park can serve as an inclusive space that benefits a diverse
demographic, including families, young people, and seniors. In contrast, the existing
community recreation center, while important, may not adequately cater to the broader
needs of the community. Upgrading the center could improve its facilities, but it would
still operate within the confines of a building, limiting opportunities for outdoor



engagement and socialization.

While some may argue that investing in the recreation center is crucial for providing
structured programming for youth and seniors, it is essential to recognize that
recreational activities do not solely occur indoors. A public park can complement the
offerings of the recreation center by providing an alternative space for community events,
outdoor fitness classes, and informal gatherings. Furthermore, parks can foster a sense of
community pride and ownership, encouraging residents to take an active role in
maintaining and enjoying their environment.

In conclusion, while both options have merit, allocating funds for a new public park
presents a more holistic approach to addressing the community's needs. Enhancing
outdoor spaces will not only improve recreational opportunities but also promote a
healthier, more connected, and environmentally sustainable community.

---

Significance of the LSAT Writing Sample

While the writing sample is unscored, it plays a significant role in the law school
admissions process. Admissions committees often review the writing sample to gauge a
candidate's communication skills, critical thinking, and ability to organize thoughts
coherently. A well-crafted writing sample can set a candidate apart, showcasing their
ability to engage in legal discourse effectively.

Key Takeaways

- The LSAT writing sample is an unscored yet important component of the LSAT.
- It consists of a prompt requiring a decision between two options, with a need for a well-
structured argumentative essay.
- Candidates should approach the prompt thoughtfully, supporting their choice with logical
reasoning and clear language.
- A polished writing sample can enhance a candidate’s application and demonstrate their
readiness for law school.

In summary, preparing for the LSAT writing sample is an essential part of the law school
admission process. By understanding the prompt structure, developing strong arguments,
and presenting ideas clearly, candidates can effectively showcase their writing skills to
prospective law schools.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is an LSAT writing prompt example?
An LSAT writing prompt example typically presents a scenario or a decision-making
situation where the test-taker must choose between two options and argue for their choice
while addressing potential counterarguments.

How should I structure my response to an LSAT writing
prompt?
Your response should include an introduction that states your choice, a clear argument
supporting your decision, consideration of opposing viewpoints, and a conclusion that
reinforces your position.

What are common themes found in LSAT writing
prompts?
Common themes in LSAT writing prompts include ethical dilemmas, policy decisions, and
personal choices that require logical reasoning and critical thinking to justify.

How does the LSAT writing sample affect my law school
applications?
The LSAT writing sample is unscored but is sent to law schools as part of your application.
Admissions committees may review it to assess your writing ability and clarity of thought.

Can I practice LSAT writing prompts before the exam?
Yes, you can practice LSAT writing prompts using sample prompts available online or in
LSAT preparation books to enhance your writing skills and familiarize yourself with the
format.
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