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Creating your own alternate history map is not just an engaging creative exercise but also
a profound exploration of the myriad possibilities history could have taken. Alternate
history, often referred to as "what if" history, allows individuals to ponder how different
decisions, events, or circumstances could have led to entirely different outcomes. By
crafting your own alternate history map, you can visualize this narrative and better
understand the complex tapestry of human events. This article will guide you through the
process of creating your own alternate history map, from conception to visualization.

Understanding Alternate History

Before delving into the creation of your map, it's essential to grasp the concept of
alternate history. This genre of speculative fiction examines how historical events could
have unfolded differently. The core premise revolves around the idea of a pivotal moment
in history—the "point of divergence."

Key Elements of Alternate History

1. Point of Divergence: This is the moment in history where the original timeline branches
off from your alternate path. It could be an event such as a battle won or lost, a political
decision, or even a natural disaster.

2. Consequences: Consider the ripple effects of your point of divergence. How would this
change impact political, social, and cultural landscapes?

3. Worldbuilding: Creating a believable world within your alternate history is crucial.



Think about how technology, social norms, and international relationships would evolve in
your new timeline.

4. Research: Familiarizing yourself with historical facts and events is crucial for creating a
plausible alternate history. The more you know, the more informed your changes can be.

Choosing Your Point of Divergence

The first step in creating your alternate history map is selecting a point of divergence.
This choice will serve as the foundation for your entire alternate world. Here are some
popular scenarios that can lead to fascinating explorations:

1. Military Conflicts: Imagine if a significant battle had a different outcome. What if the
Confederacy won the American Civil War? How would the United States look today?

2. Political Decisions: Consider a critical political decision that went another way. What if
the Treaty of Versailles had been more lenient towards Germany?

3. Technological Innovations: What if Nikola Tesla's inventions had been widely adopted in
the early 20th century? How would this affect world events?

4. Cultural Shifts: Envision a world where a major cultural movement, like the
Renaissance, occurred sooner or later than it did.

5. Natural Events: What if a significant natural disaster, such as the eruption of Mount
Vesuvius, had unfolded differently?

Mapping Your Alternate History

Once you have identified your point of divergence, it's time to begin mapping your
alternate history. This process involves several steps, from sketching out initial ideas to
creating a detailed map.

Step 1: Sketch Your Ideas

Begin by brainstorming the major changes that will occur due to your point of divergence.
Create a rough sketch of how the world might look, including borders, nations, and cities.
This doesn’t have to be detailed; just capture your thoughts visually.

Step 2: Develop Key Changes

Identify the key changes in your alternate timeline. Consider:



- Political Borders: How have nations changed? Are there new countries? Have existing
countries merged or split?
- Cultural Influence: How have cultural influences shifted? Which civilizations have gained
prominence?
- Economics: What economic systems are in place? Are there new trade routes or
resources that have changed the dynamics?
- Technology: Has technology progressed differently? What inventions or advancements
would have emerged?

Step 3: Create a Detailed Map

With your ideas organized, you can start crafting a detailed map. You can use various tools
for this purpose:

1. Hand-Drawn Maps: Grab some paper and colored pencils! Hand-drawn maps can be a
charming way to express your creativity.

2. Digital Tools: Programs like Adobe Illustrator, GIMP, or even online platforms like
Inkarnate or Azgaar's Fantasy Map Generator can help you create intricate maps.

3. Historical Map Overlays: Use existing historical maps as a baseline. Overlay your
alternate history changes on top of these maps, adjusting borders and labels accordingly.

4. Geographic Features: Don’t forget to include mountains, rivers, and other geographic
features that can impact your alternate history.

Adding Context to Your Map

A map is more than just lines and colors; it needs context. Here’s how to add layers of
meaning to your alternate history map:

1. Create a Timeline

Alongside your map, create a timeline that highlights key events in your alternate history.
This will help viewers understand how your new world came to be. Include:

- Major political events
- Cultural milestones
- Technological advancements
- Wars or conflicts

2. Write Descriptions



For each significant area on your map, write a brief description. This can cover:

- The history of the region in your alternate timeline
- Major cities and their significance
- Cultural practices and norms
- Economic conditions

3. Incorporate Media

Consider adding visual elements like images, flags, or symbols that represent different
regions or cultures in your alternate history. This can enhance the narrative and make
your map visually appealing.

Sharing Your Alternate History Map

Once your map is complete, you might want to share it with others. Here are some
platforms and methods to consider:

1. Online Communities: Join forums or social media groups dedicated to alternate history
or map-making to share your creation and receive feedback.

2. Blogs or Websites: Consider starting a blog where you can post your maps, timelines,
and narratives. Platforms like WordPress or Medium can be excellent for this.

3. Art Platforms: Websites like DeviantArt or ArtStation allow you to share your artwork
with a broader audience.

4. Collaborative Projects: Engage with other creators for collaborative projects, where you
can build upon each other’s ideas and maps.

Conclusion

Creating your own alternate history map is a rewarding endeavor that blends creativity,
research, and imagination. By selecting a compelling point of divergence, carefully
mapping the consequences, and providing context, you can create a rich tapestry of an
alternate world. Whether for personal enjoyment, storytelling, or academic exploration,
your map can serve as a portal into a world shaped by different choices. So, roll up your
sleeves, grab your tools, and let your imagination run wild as you embark on this
fascinating journey through alternate history!

Frequently Asked Questions



What is an alternate history map?
An alternate history map is a visual representation of a hypothetical scenario where
historical events have occurred differently, leading to a different political, social, or
geographical landscape than what actually happened.

How can I start creating my own alternate history map?
Begin by selecting a pivotal historical event or moment, then consider how changing that
event could impact the world. Use mapping software or drawing tools to illustrate your
new scenario.

Are there any tools available for creating alternate
history maps?
Yes, there are several tools such as Inkarnate, GIMP, or Photoshop for digital maps, as
well as online platforms like MapChart and Azgaar's Fantasy Map Generator that can help
you create and customize your map.

What are some popular themes for alternate history
maps?
Popular themes include the Axis powers winning World War II, the United States losing
the Revolutionary War, or the Roman Empire never falling. Each theme offers unique
opportunities to explore different outcomes.

Can I combine multiple alternate history scenarios in
one map?
Absolutely! Combining multiple scenarios can create a richer and more complex narrative,
allowing for interconnections and interactions between different alternate histories.

What should I consider when designing the geography
of my alternate history map?
Consider how historical events would influence geographical features, such as borders,
cities, and resources. Think about how cultures might evolve differently and how that
impacts the landscape.

How can I share my alternate history map with others?
You can share your map on social media platforms, history forums, or dedicated websites
like Reddit. Additionally, consider creating a blog or a visual storytelling platform to
showcase your work.

Are there communities dedicated to alternate history
mapping?
Yes, there are several online communities and forums, such as Alternate History.com and
various subreddits, where enthusiasts share their maps, discuss ideas, and provide



feedback on each other's work.
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