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Make the impossible possible Bill Strickland is a phrase that encapsulates the essence of a
remarkable man’s journey and his unwavering commitment to transforming lives through the power
of education, arts, and community development. Bill Strickland, the founder of the Manchester
Bidwell Corporation, is a visionary leader whose work has inspired countless individuals and
communities to overcome adversity and realize their potential. This article explores Strickland's life,
his philosophy, and the profound impact of his initiatives on the lives of many.

Bill Strickland's Early Life

Bill Strickland was born in 1947 in the tough neighborhood of Manchester, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Growing up in a predominantly African American community, he faced numerous challenges,
including poverty and systemic racism. However, Strickland found solace and inspiration in an
unlikely source: his high school art teacher, who recognized his talent and encouraged him to pursue
his passion for art.

- Influential Figures: Strickland's art teacher played a critical role in shaping his future.
- Art as an Escape: His engagement with art provided him with a pathway to hope and opportunity.

Despite his difficult upbringing, Strickland’s determination and talent led him to study at the



University of Pittsburgh. He eventually earned a degree in fine arts, which laid the foundation for his
future endeavors.

The Birth of Manchester Bidwell Corporation

In the early 1970s, Strickland recognized a significant gap in resources and opportunities for people
in his community. Fueled by his experiences, he sought to create a space where individuals could
access education, job training, and the arts. This vision culminated in the establishment of the
Manchester Bidwell Corporation (MBC) in 1968.

Key Components of MBC

The Manchester Bidwell Corporation is built on two fundamental pillars: education and workforce
development. It serves as a community hub that provides various programs aimed at empowering
individuals and fostering personal and professional growth.

1. Education Programs:

- MBC offers training in various fields, including the arts, culinary arts, and technology.

- The programs are designed to be accessible to individuals from all backgrounds, focusing on those
who may have been marginalized or underprivileged.

2. Workforce Development:

- The corporation partners with local businesses to provide job training that aligns with market
demands.

- Participants receive hands-on training, mentorship, and support to facilitate their entry into the
workforce.

Transformative Impact on Lives

Strickland's efforts through the Manchester Bidwell Corporation have had a transformative impact
on countless lives. Many individuals who have participated in MBC programs have gone on to
achieve success in their careers, breaking the cycle of poverty and creating a brighter future for
themselves and their families.

Success Stories

Several success stories highlight the effectiveness of Strickland’s approach:
- From Incarceration to Empowerment: Many former incarcerated individuals have found
redemption through MBC’s programs. By providing them with skills and job training, the corporation

has helped them reintegrate into society and secure stable employment.

- Economic Mobility: Numerous participants have experienced significant economic mobility. By



equipping individuals with the necessary skills and resources, MBC helps them secure higher-paying
jobs, ultimately improving their economic standing and quality of life.

- Community Revitalization: The positive outcomes extend beyond individual participants. The
successful graduates often return to their neighborhoods to give back, fostering a sense of
community and inspiration for others to pursue their dreams.

Strickland's Philosophy: Make the Impossible Possible

At the core of Bill Strickland's work lies a powerful philosophy: the belief that with the right support,
anyone can overcome adversity and achieve their goals. This philosophy is not merely theoretical; it
is grounded in Strickland's life experiences and the transformative journeys of those who have
participated in his programs.

Core Tenets of the Philosophy

1. Hope and Opportunity: Strickland emphasizes the importance of hope in the face of challenges.
He believes that providing individuals with opportunities can ignite their potential and motivate
them to strive for success.

2. The Power of the Arts: Strickland advocates for the integration of arts in education and personal
development. He believes that engaging with the arts fosters creativity, critical thinking, and
emotional intelligence, which are essential skills in today’s world.

3. Community Engagement: Building strong, supportive communities is vital to Strickland’s vision.
He encourages collaboration among local organizations, businesses, and residents to create a
network of support that empowers individuals and enhances community well-being.

Recognition and Influence

Bill Strickland's work has garnered national and international recognition. He has received
numerous awards for his contributions to education, social justice, and community development.
Some notable accolades include:

- The MacArthur Fellowship: Often referred to as the "Genius Grant," this prestigious award
recognizes individuals who have made significant contributions to society through their creativity
and leadership.

- Honorary Doctorates: Strickland has been awarded honorary doctorates from several institutions,
acknowledging his impact and commitment to improving lives through education and empowerment.

In addition to these accolades, Strickland is a sought-after speaker, sharing his insights and
inspiring audiences around the globe. His TED Talk, titled "The Creative Community," emphasizes
the importance of creativity and community engagement in transforming lives.



Conclusion

Bill Strickland's journey is a testament to the power of resilience, creativity, and community.
Through the Manchester Bidwell Corporation, he has made the impossible possible for countless
individuals, helping them to overcome obstacles and achieve their dreams. His philosophy serves as
a guiding light for those seeking to create positive change in their lives and communities.

As Strickland continues to inspire others through his work, his legacy will undoubtedly live on,
motivating future generations to embrace the belief that they, too, can make the impossible possible.
The story of Bill Strickland reminds us that with hope, opportunity, and a commitment to community,
we can all transform our lives and the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Make the Impossible Possible' by
Bill Strickland?

The main theme of the book revolves around the idea that with vision, determination, and the right
environment, individuals can overcome significant challenges and achieve extraordinary goals.

How does Bill Strickland define success in his book?

Bill Strickland defines success as not only personal achievement but also the ability to uplift others
and create positive change in the community.

What personal experiences does Bill Strickland share in the
book?

Strickland shares his journey from a challenging upbringing in a tough neighborhood to becoming a
successful entrepreneur and leader in the community, emphasizing the impact of mentorship and
education.

What role does mentorship play in Strickland's philosophy?

Mentorship is a crucial element in Strickland's philosophy; he believes that having a mentor can
significantly influence one's path to success and help navigate obstacles.

How does Strickland suggest individuals can create a positive
environment?

Strickland suggests that individuals can create a positive environment by fostering relationships,
encouraging collaboration, and providing support and resources to those around them.

What strategies does Strickland offer for overcoming



adversity?

Strickland offers strategies such as setting clear goals, maintaining a positive mindset, seeking out
support networks, and being resilient in the face of challenges.

In what ways does 'Make the Impossible Possible' inspire
readers?

The book inspires readers by sharing powerful stories of transformation, emphasizing the
importance of hope and action, and illustrating that change is achievable regardless of
circumstances.

Who is the intended audience for Strickland's book?

The intended audience includes individuals facing personal or professional challenges, educators,
community leaders, and anyone interested in personal development and empowerment.

What impact has 'Make the Impossible Possible' had on its
readers?

The book has had a significant impact on readers by motivating them to pursue their dreams, take
action in their communities, and believe in their potential to effect change.
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