
Louisiana Child Support Calculator
Worksheet B

Louisiana child support calculator worksheet b is an essential tool for determining child support
obligations in the state of Louisiana. This worksheet provides a systematic approach to calculating
the amount of support one parent must pay to the other to ensure that the child’s needs are met.
Understanding how to navigate this worksheet can be crucial for both custodial and non-custodial
parents, as it helps to create a fair financial arrangement that reflects the needs of the child. In this
article, we will explore the details of Worksheet B, including its purpose, how to fill it out, and
various factors that can influence child support calculations.



What is the Louisiana Child Support Calculator
Worksheet B?

The Louisiana Child Support Calculator Worksheet B is part of a standardized method used to
calculate child support obligations in divorce or custody cases. This worksheet is designed to help
parents estimate how much financial support the non-custodial parent will need to provide to the
custodial parent for the upbringing of their child.

Purpose of Worksheet B

The primary purpose of Worksheet B is to ensure that child support is calculated fairly and
accurately. It takes into consideration various factors such as:

- Income of both parents: It considers the gross income from all sources, including wages, bonuses,
and other financial benefits.
- Number of children: The worksheet adjusts the calculated support amount based on the number of
children involved.
- Childcare and medical expenses: This includes daycare costs, medical insurance, and out-of-pocket
medical expenses.
- Extraordinary expenses: Any unique needs of the child, such as special education or disability-
related costs, are also accounted for.

By utilizing Worksheet B, parents can arrive at a reasonable estimate of child support that meets the
financial requirements of their child.

How to Fill Out the Louisiana Child Support Calculator
Worksheet B

Filling out the Louisiana Child Support Calculator Worksheet B requires careful attention to detail.
Here’s a step-by-step guide on how to complete the worksheet accurately.

Step 1: Gather Financial Information

Before you begin filling out the worksheet, it is crucial to gather all necessary financial
documentation, including:

- Recent pay stubs or income statements
- Tax returns from the previous year
- Documentation of any additional sources of income (bonuses, self-employment income, etc.)
- Records of childcare costs and medical expenses for the child



Step 2: Complete the Income Section

In this section, you will report the gross income for both parents. This includes:

- Wages: Total income from employment.
- Self-employment income: Net income after business expenses.
- Other income: Social Security benefits, unemployment benefits, rental income, etc.

Make sure to calculate the total gross income for each parent and list it accurately on the worksheet.

Step 3: Determine Child-Related Expenses

Next, you will need to specify any child-related expenses that should be considered in the child
support calculation. This includes:

- Childcare costs: Monthly daycare or babysitting expenses.
- Medical insurance premiums: The cost of health insurance for the child.
- Out-of-pocket medical expenses: Unreimbursed medical costs, such as copays and medications.
- Extraordinary expenses: Any additional costs that may arise, such as special educational needs.

Step 4: Calculate the Basic Child Support Obligation

Using the figures gathered in the previous steps, you can now calculate the basic child support
obligation using the formula provided in Worksheet B. This typically involves:

1. Adding the total gross incomes of both parents.
2. Using the appropriate table provided in the worksheet to find the basic support obligation based
on the combined income and the number of children.
3. Adjusting this amount based on the percentage of income each parent contributes.

Step 5: Adjust for Additional Expenses

After determining the basic obligation, you will need to adjust the amount for any additional child-
related expenses. This can include:

- Adding childcare costs and medical expenses to the basic obligation.
- Dividing extraordinary expenses based on the income of each parent.

This will give you a more accurate estimate of the final child support obligation.

Factors Affecting Child Support Calculations



While the Louisiana Child Support Calculator Worksheet B provides a standardized method for
calculating support, several factors can influence the final amount. Understanding these factors can
aid parents in negotiating a fair agreement.

Income Changes

If either parent experiences a significant change in income—such as a job loss, promotion, or change
in work hours—it may warrant a modification of the child support agreement. Parents should be
prepared to update the worksheet and provide documentation to support any claims for changes.

Changes in Child’s Needs

As children grow, their needs may change. This could include:

- Increased medical expenses
- Changes in childcare needs as children enter school
- Additional extracurricular activities

Parents should regularly reassess the child’s needs to ensure that support remains appropriate.

Relocation of Parents

If a parent moves to a different state or a significant distance away, the child support arrangement
may need to be revisited. This change can affect visitation schedules and may necessitate
adjustments in financial support.

Conclusion

Utilizing the Louisiana child support calculator worksheet b is a vital step for parents
navigating the complexities of child support obligations. By understanding how to fill out the
worksheet and being aware of the factors that affect calculations, parents can ensure that they are
meeting their child's needs while also maintaining a fair financial arrangement. Remember, it is
always advisable to seek legal counsel when dealing with child support matters, as they can provide
guidance tailored to your specific situation. With the right information and tools, parents can work
towards a supportive environment for their children.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the purpose of the Louisiana Child Support Calculator
Worksheet B?
Worksheet B is used to determine the amount of child support that a non-custodial parent should pay
based on their income and other financial factors.

How do I access the Louisiana Child Support Calculator
Worksheet B?
The worksheet can typically be found on the Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services
website or through local family court offices.

What information is required to complete Worksheet B?
You will need to provide information on both parents' income, number of children, health insurance
costs, and any extraordinary expenses associated with the children.

Is Worksheet B different from Worksheet A in Louisiana?
Yes, Worksheet A is used for cases involving only one child, while Worksheet B is for cases involving
multiple children.

Can the child support amount calculated using Worksheet B
be modified?
Yes, child support amounts can be modified if there is a significant change in circumstances, such as
changes in income or custody arrangements.

What happens if one parent does not provide accurate
information on Worksheet B?
Providing inaccurate information can lead to legal consequences, including adjustments to the child
support order and potential penalties for contempt of court.

Are there any online tools available for calculating child
support in Louisiana?
Yes, there are several online calculators that can help estimate child support payments based on the
information required in Worksheet B.

How often should the child support amount be reviewed or
recalculated?
It is recommended to review the child support amount every few years or whenever there is a
significant change in financial circumstances or the needs of the children.
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