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A COMPAMION TO THE GIVER

Lois Lowry’s Gathering Blue is a compelling dystopian novel that serves as a
sequel to Lowry’s highly acclaimed work, The Giver. While it is not a direct
continuation of the story, Gathering Blue explores similar themes of societal
control, individuality, and the power of art and creativity. This article
delves into the key characters, plot points, themes, and critical analysis of
the book, providing a comprehensive overview that will enhance your
understanding of this thought-provoking narrative.

Plot Summary

Gathering Blue is set in a post-apocalyptic society that has devolved into a
rigid and oppressive community. The protagonist, Kira, is a young girl born
with a physical disability—a twisted leg—which makes her wvulnerable in a
society that values strength and conformity. The story begins with Kira
attending her mother’s funeral, where she is faced with the harsh realities
of her community’s traditions and values.

After her mother’s death, Kira is confronted with the possibility of being
cast out of the village, a fate that befalls those who are deemed unworthy.
However, Kira’s unique talent for weaving catches the attention of the
Council of Guardians, who decide to spare her life and assign her the
important task of repairing and maintaining the community's sacred robe. This



robe tells the history of their people and is essential for the annual
Gathering ceremony.

As Kira navigates her new role, she encounters various characters who shape
her journey:

Key Characters

1. Kira: The protagonist, a determined young girl who struggles to find her
place in a society that marginalizes her due to her disability.

2. Matt: Kira’s loyal friend, a boy from the community who is resourceful and
fiercely protective of her.

3. Jo: A young girl with a remarkable singing talent, who becomes a pivotal
figure for Kira as they both grapple with their artistic gifts in a
repressive society.

4. The Council of Guardians: The governing body of the community, which
enforces strict rules and traditions, often at the expense of individual
rights and freedoms.

As Kira delves deeper into her responsibilities, she uncovers dark secrets
about the community, particularly regarding the treatment of the weak and the
hidden truths about her own family. The story unfolds as Kira, along with
Matt and Jo, embarks on a Jjourney of self-discovery, challenging the norms of
their society and seeking the truth about their world.

Themes

Gathering Blue addresses several profound themes that resonate throughout the
narrative. These themes include:

1. The Power of Art and Creativity

Art plays a central role in Gathering Blue, serving as a form of expression
and a means of preserving culture. Kira’s talent for weaving and Jo’s gift
for singing illustrate the importance of creativity in maintaining individual
identity and memory. In a world where the Council seeks to control narratives
and suppress individuality, the characters' artistic endeavors represent a
rebellion against conformity.

2. The Nature of Community

The novel presents a critical examination of community dynamics. While Kira’s
village relies on strict rules to maintain order, the story reveals the
consequences of such rigidity. Through Kira's eyes, readers witness the
fragility of human connections and the importance of empathy and compassion.
The relationships Kira forms with Matt and Jo highlight the necessity of
support and camaraderie in overcoming adversity.



3. Disability and Strength

Kira’'s physical disability serves as a metaphor for the strengths and
weaknesses that exist within individuals and communities. Rather than being
defined by her limitations, Kira’s resilience and determination to embrace
her talents showcase the idea that true strength lies in one’s character and
abilities. The novel challenges societal perceptions of worth, urging readers
to look beyond physical appearances.

4. Freedom and Control

The theme of freedom versus control is evident in Gathering Blue. The Council
of Guardians represents the oppressive forces that dictate the lives of the
villagers. Kira’s journey symbolizes the struggle for personal freedom and
the quest for truth in the face of authoritarian rule. As the characters seek
to reclaim their voices and identities, the novel raises questions about the
price of conformity and the importance of standing up against injustice.

Critical Analysis

Gathering Blue has been praised for its rich thematic content and complex
characters. Lois Lowry masterfully crafts a narrative that encourages readers
to reflect on their own societies and the values they uphold. The book’s
dystopian setting serves as a cautionary tale, highlighting the dangers of
sacrificing individuality for the sake of communal stability.

One of the most striking aspects of the novel is Lowry's ability to create a
world that feels both familiar and unsettling. The community’s reliance on
tradition and fear resonates with contemporary issues, prompting readers to
consider the implications of their own societal structures. Lowry's
exploration of art as a means of resistance adds a layer of depth, reminding
us of the transformative power of creativity in challenging oppressive
systems.

The character development in Gathering Blue is another noteworthy element.
Kira’s evolution from a vulnerable girl to a determined young woman reflects
the universal journey of self-discovery. Her relationships with Matt and Jo
enrich the narrative, showcasing the importance of friendship and support in
overcoming obstacles. Through these characters, Lowry illustrates that
strength can emerge from vulnerability, and that collaboration can lead to
profound change.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Lois Lowry’s Gathering Blue is a thought-provoking exploration
of themes such as the power of art, the nature of community, and the struggle
for personal freedom. Through the journey of Kira and her companions, the
novel invites readers to reflect on their own values and the importance of
individuality in a world that often prioritizes conformity. Gathering Blue 1is
not only a compelling story but also a powerful reminder of the resilience of
the human spirit in the face of adversity.



As readers delve into the intricate layers of this dystopian narrative, they
are encouraged to consider the implications of their own societies and the
ways in which they can cultivate creativity, empathy, and courage in the
pursuit of a more just and compassionate world. Lois Lowry’s Gathering Blue
remains a significant contribution to young adult literature, resonating with
audiences of all ages and inspiring a deeper understanding of the
complexities of human existence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Gathering Blue' by Lois
Lowry?

The main theme of 'Gathering Blue' is the importance of individuality and the
power of art and creativity in a society that wvalues conformity and control.

Who is the protagonist in 'Gathering Blue'?

The protagonist of 'Gathering Blue' is Kira, a young girl with a physical
disability who possesses unique artistic talents.

How does Kira's society differ from the one in 'The
Giver'?

Kira's society in 'Gathering Blue' is more focused on survival and craft,
while 'The Giver' depicts a community that prioritizes sameness and control
over emotions.

What role does the Council of Guardians play in the
story?

The Council of Guardians in 'Gathering Blue' enforces the rules of society,
making decisions about who can live, work, and contribute based on their
perceived value.

What is the significance of color and weaving in the
novel?

Color and weaving symbolize creativity, individuality, and the preservation
of culture, with Kira's ability to weave representing her unique perspective
and potential.

Who are the other key characters in 'Gathering Blue'?

Other key characters include Thomas, a talented woodworker, and Jo, a gifted
singer, who represent the theme of artistic expression and the fight against
oppression.

What does Kira learn about her society throughout the
novel?

Kira learns about the harsh realities of her society, including the
manipulation and control exercised by the Council, and the importance of
standing up for her beliefs.



What does the ending of 'Gathering Blue' suggest
about hope and change?

The ending suggests that despite the oppressive nature of Kira's society,
there is hope for change through the power of art and the courage to
challenge the status quo.

How does 'Gathering Blue' relate to the concept of
dystopian literature?

'Gathering Blue' explores dystopian themes through its depiction of a
controlled society that suppresses individuality and creativity, reflecting
the struggles of its characters against such oppression.

What literary devices does Lois Lowry use in
'Gathering Blue'?

Lowry employs symbolism, foreshadowing, and vivid imagery to enhance the
themes of creativity, oppression, and resilience throughout the narrative.
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