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Life Together Bonhoeffer Study Guide is a valuable resource for those seeking to
explore the profound insights of Dietrich Bonhoeffer regarding Christian community and
discipleship. Written during his time in a clandestine seminary in Nazi Germany,
Bonhoeffer's "Life Together" serves as both a theological treatise and a practical guide for
living in community. This article will provide a detailed study guide to help readers
understand and apply the principles discussed in Bonhoeffer's work.

Overview of Bonhoeffer's Life and Context

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German theologian and anti-Nazi dissident whose works have
had a lasting impact on Christian thought. Born in 1906, Bonhoeffer became an influential



voice in the Confessing Church, which opposed the Nazi regime's attempts to control the
German Protestant churches.

His experience during World War Il, particularly his time in prison and his involvement in
plots to assassinate Adolf Hitler, shaped his views on ethics, community, and faith. "Life
Together," published in 1939, reflects his understanding of Christian fellowship amidst a
world fraught with division and moral crisis.

Key Themes in "Life Together"

Understanding "Life Together" requires a deep engagement with its key themes. Below are
some of the central ideas articulated by Bonhoeffer:

1. The Nature of Christian Community

Bonhoeffer emphasizes that Christian community is not merely a social gathering but a
profound spiritual reality. He asserts that community is grounded in Christ, who unites
believers:

- Christ-Centeredness: Bonhoeffer insists that the foundation of community is Christ. It is
through Him that believers are truly united, transcending personal differences.

- Communal Worship: The act of worship is central to Bonhoeffer's vision of community. He
highlights the importance of shared prayer, singing, and the sacraments as means of grace.

2. The Role of the Individual in Community

While Bonhoeffer stresses the importance of community, he also recognizes the role of the
individual:

- Selflessness: True community requires individuals to put aside their self-interests for the
sake of others. This sacrificial love reflects Christ's love for humanity.

- Authentic Relationships: Bonhoeffer encourages believers to engage in genuine
relationships built on trust, honesty, and vulnerability.

3. The Importance of Confession and Forgiveness

Bonhoeffer highlights the necessity of confession and forgiveness within the community:

- Mutual Accountability: He asserts that members of the community must hold each other
accountable, which fosters spiritual growth and maturity.

- Grace in Action: Forgiveness is a crucial aspect of community life, allowing members to
experience the grace of God and extend that grace to one another.



4. The Challenge of Living Together

Living in community is not without its challenges:

- Conflict and Struggle: Bonhoeffer acknowledges that tensions and disagreements are
inevitable. However, he emphasizes that these should be seen as opportunities for growth
and understanding.

- Isolation and Loneliness: He warns against the dangers of isolation, stressing the need for
authentic fellowship to combat loneliness.

Practical Applications of Bonhoeffer's Teachings

Applying Bonhoeffer's insights requires intentionality and a commitment to living out the
principles of community. Here are some practical applications based on "Life Together":

1. Establishing a Rhythm of Community Life

Creating a structured rhythm can help foster community. Consider the following elements:

- Regular Gatherings: Schedule weekly or bi-weekly meetings for prayer, study, and
fellowship.

- Shared Meals: Engage in communal meals to foster deeper connections and
conversations.

- Service Projects: Organize opportunities for community service to work together for a
common cause.

2. Creating Safe Spaces for Vulnerability

Develop an environment where individuals feel safe to share their struggles and victories:

- Encourage Open Dialogue: Promote an atmosphere where honesty and vulnerability are
welcomed.

- Practice Active Listening: Show empathy and understanding when others share their
experiences.

3. Implementing Confession and Accountability

Encourage practices of confession and accountability within the community:

- Confession Groups: Create small groups where members can confess their struggles and
receive support.
- Accountability Partners: Pair individuals to encourage one another in their spiritual



journeys.

Discussion Questions for Study Groups

Engaging with Bonhoeffer's text can be enriched through discussion. Here are some
questions to facilitate conversation:

1. What does it mean to you that our community is centered in Christ?

2. How can we practice selflessness in our interactions with one another?

3. In what ways can we create a culture of confession and forgiveness?

4. What challenges do you face in living authentically in community?

5. How can we address conflict in a way that honors our commitment to each other as
Christians?

Resources for Further Study

For those interested in delving deeper into Bonhoeffer's theology and the implications for
contemporary community life, consider the following resources:

e "The Cost of Discipleship" - Another seminal work by Bonhoeffer that explores the
implications of following Christ.

e "Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy" by Eric Metaxas - A biography that
provides insight into Bonhoeffer's life and thought.

» "Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Faith in Community" (Annotated
Edition) - An edition with additional commentary and reflections.

e Online Courses - Many theological seminaries and institutions offer courses on
Bonhoeffer's writings and their relevance today.

Conclusion

The insights from the Life Together Bonhoeffer Study Guide offer a profound exploration of
what it means to live in Christian community. Bonhoeffer's emphasis on Christ as the



foundation, the importance of confession and forgiveness, and the challenges of authentic
relationships serve as essential principles for believers today. By engaging with these
teachings, individuals and communities can grow deeper in their faith and reflect the love
of Christ in a world that desperately needs it. Through intentional practices and open
dialogue, Bonhoeffer's vision for an authentic Christian community can be realized in
contemporary settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Life Together' by Dietrich Bonhoeffer about?

'Life Together' is a theological work that explores the nature of Christian community,
emphasizing fellowship, mutual support, and the importance of living out one's faith in a
communal setting.

How does Bonhoeffer define fellowship in 'Life
Together'?

Bonhoeffer defines fellowship as a gift from God, where believers come together to share in
Christ's presence, support one another, and encourage spiritual growth.

What themes are covered in the 'Life Together' study
guide?

The study guide typically covers themes such as community, confession, prayer, service,
and the role of the church in believers' lives, along with practical applications for modern
Christian communities.

How can small groups use the 'Life Together' study
guide effectively?

Small groups can utilize the study guide by engaging in discussions, sharing personal
experiences, and applying Bonhoeffer's insights to their own community dynamics and
relationships.

What is the significance of confession in Bonhoeffer's
‘Life Together'?

Confession is portrayed as a vital part of fellowship, allowing individuals to bear each
other's burdens, seek forgiveness, and promote healing within the community.

What role does prayer play in Bonhoeffer's vision of
community?

Prayer is essential in Bonhoeffer's vision, serving as a means of connecting with God and
each other, fostering unity, and aligning the community's mission with God's will.



How does Bonhoeffer address the concept of solitude in
‘Life Together'?

Bonhoeffer acknowledges the necessity of solitude for personal spiritual growth but
stresses that true Christian life is lived in community, where solitude is transformed into a
richer fellowship.

What practical applications does the study guide
suggest for modern Christians?

The study guide suggests applications like regular communal worship, service projects,
accountability partnerships, and fostering a culture of openness and support within church
communities.

Why is 'Life Together' still relevant for contemporary
Christians?

'Life Together' remains relevant as it addresses the challenges of individualism and
isolation in modern society, reminding believers of the importance of community and
shared faith in living out the gospel.
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