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John Sandford is a renowned American author known for his thrilling mystery novels, particularly the
"Prey" series. This series, which follows the life and investigations of Minneapolis detective Lucas
Davenport, has captivated readers since its inception. Sandford's intricate plots, complex characters, and
vivid settings have made the "Prey" novels a staple in the crime fiction genre. In this article, we will
explore the complete list of the "Prey" novels, delve into their characters, themes, and the evolution of the
series over the years.



Overview of the Prey Series

The "Prey" series debuted in 1989 with the novel "Rules of Prey." The series primarily revolves around
Lucas Davenport, a highly skilled detective with a penchant for unconventional methods. Davenport is not
just a cop; he is also a wealthy man with a taste for fine clothes and fast cars, which adds a unique
dimension to his character. The novels often feature gripping plots that combine elements of psychological
suspense, forensic science, and social commentary.

Each installment in the series typically presents a new case for Davenport, showcasing his investigative
brilliance as he tracks down criminals across various landscapes, from urban settings to remote locations. The
series has expanded to include multiple subplots, secondary characters, and even crossover stories with
other Sandford series.

Complete List of the Prey Novels

The "Prey" series consists of the following novels:

1. Rules of Prey (1989)
2. Shadow Prey (1990)
3. Eyes of Prey (1991)
4. Mind Prey (1995)
5. Silent Prey (1997)
6. Winter Prey (1999)
7. Night Prey (2000)
8. Twelve Angry Men (2001) - A novella included in the collection "The Complete Prey"
9. Mortal Prey (2002)
10. Naked Prey (2003)
11. Broken Prey (2005)
12. Invisible Prey (2007)
13. Phantom Prey (2008)
14. Wicked Prey (2009)
15. Storm Prey (2010)
16. Buried Prey (2011)
17. Stolen Prey (2012)
18. Silken Prey (2013)
19. Field of Prey (2014)
20. Gathering Prey (2015)
21. Extreme Prey (2016)
22. Golden Prey (2017)
23. Twisted Prey (2018)



24. Naked Prey (2019)
25. Ocean Prey (2021)
26. Shadows Prey (2022)

This list reflects the series' growth, with novels released almost annually, showcasing Sandford's prolific
writing style.

Main Characters in the Prey Series

The "Prey" series is rich with characters who add depth to the narrative. While Lucas Davenport is the
protagonist, several recurring characters play crucial roles in the series:

Lucas Davenport

Lucas Davenport is the charismatic and complex protagonist of the series. His background as a former police
officer and current investigator allows him to navigate the criminal underworld with ease. Davenport's
intelligence, charm, and unorthodox methods make him a standout character in the genre.

Marcy Davenport

Marcy is Lucas's wife and plays a supportive role in his life. She often provides emotional grounding for
Lucas, balancing his intense career with a sense of normalcy.

Virgil Flowers

Virgil Flowers is another prominent character in the series. He is a detective with the Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension and often assists Davenport in his investigations. Flowers is known for his laid-back
demeanor and keen instincts.

Other Notable Characters

- Del Capslock: A member of Davenport's team who provides comic relief and technical expertise.
- Dawn: A former love interest who adds complexity to Davenport's personal life.
- Lieutenant T. M. “Tom” Murdock: Another detective who frequently collaborates with Davenport.



These characters, among others, contribute to the rich tapestry of the series, creating a dynamic interplay of
relationships and conflicts.

Thematic Elements in the Prey Novels

The "Prey" series explores several themes that resonate with readers:

Justice and Morality

The pursuit of justice is a central theme throughout the series. Davenport grapples with moral dilemmas as
he navigates the criminal justice system, often questioning the effectiveness of conventional law
enforcement.

Violence and Crime

Sandford does not shy away from depicting the harsh realities of violence and crime. The novels often
delve into the psychology of criminals, offering insights into their motivations and the impact of their
actions on victims and society.

Technology and Forensics

As the series progresses, Sandford incorporates advancements in technology and forensic science into the
narratives. This not only reflects real-world developments but also enhances the authenticity of
Davenport's investigations.

Family and Relationships

The personal lives of the characters, particularly Davenport's relationships, provide emotional depth to the
series. The balancing act between professional responsibilities and personal commitments is a recurring
theme that resonates with many readers.



Evolution of the Series

The "Prey" series has evolved significantly since its inception. Early novels, such as "Rules of Prey," focus
on Davenport's rise as a detective. As the series progresses, it explores more complex themes and introduces
a wider array of characters, allowing for richer storytelling.

Several factors have contributed to the series' longevity:

1. Character Development: Sandford's ability to develop characters over time keeps readers invested in
their journeys.
2. Changing Times: The series reflects societal changes, addressing contemporary issues such as cybercrime,
terrorism, and evolving criminal methodologies.
3. Engaging Plotlines: Each novel introduces fresh and compelling cases that challenge Davenport's skills
and intellect.

Conclusion

The "Prey" series by John Sandford remains a cornerstone of crime fiction, captivating readers with its
intricate plots, dynamic characters, and exploration of profound themes. With a total of twenty-six novels to
date, the series has established itself as a beloved staple for mystery enthusiasts. Whether you're new to the
series or a long-time fan, exploring the world of Lucas Davenport offers a thrilling ride through the darker
aspects of human nature and the relentless pursuit of justice. As Sandford continues to write, readers can
eagerly anticipate new adventures and deeper insights into the life of one of fiction's most compelling
detectives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main series of John Sandford's Prey novels about?
The Prey series follows the character Lucas Davenport, a former police officer and current detective, as he
hunts down criminals and solves complex cases.

How many books are in the Prey series by John Sandford?
As of October 2023, there are 32 novels in the Prey series.

What is the title of the first book in the Prey series?
The first book in the Prey series is titled 'Rules of Prey', published in 1989.



Are the Prey novels written in chronological order?
Yes, the Prey novels are generally written in chronological order, with each book building on the
character development and ongoing story arcs.

Who is the main character in the Prey novels?
The main character in the Prey novels is Lucas Davenport, a complex character with a background in law
enforcement and a knack for profiling criminals.

Can you name a few titles from the Prey series?
Some titles from the Prey series include 'Silent Prey', 'Winter Prey', 'Hidden Prey', and 'Ocean Prey'.

Is there a specific order to read the Prey novels?
While it's not strictly necessary, it is recommended to read the Prey novels in order of publication to fully
appreciate character development and plot continuity.

Are there any spin-off series related to the Prey novels?
Yes, John Sandford also has a spin-off series featuring Virgil Flowers, a character introduced in the Prey
series.

What themes are commonly explored in the Prey novels?
Common themes in the Prey novels include crime, justice, morality, and the psychological aspects of
criminal behavior.

Where can I find a complete list of John Sandford's Prey novels?
A complete list of John Sandford's Prey novels can be found on his official website or various book retailer
websites.
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