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Leonardo the Terrible Monster is a delightful children’s book written by Mo
Willems that captures the hearts of readers with its charming illustrations
and relatable themes. The story revolves around Leonardo, a monster who
believes he is terrible at scaring children. However, when he finally
encounters a boy named Sam, the narrative takes a turn that reveals the
importance of friendship, self-acceptance, and understanding emotions. This
article will explore a variety of engaging activities that can be conducted
in conjunction with reading "Leonardo the Terrible Monster", making it an
enriching experience for children and adults alike.

Understanding Leonardo's Character

Before diving into activities, it’s essential to understand Leonardo's
character and the themes of the book. Leonardo is a lovable monster who
struggles with his identity and self-worth. He wants to be scary but finds
that he is not very good at it. This theme can resonate with many children
who often grapple with their own self-image and the desire to fit in.

Character Discussion

- What Makes a Monster?: Initiate a discussion about what characteristics
define a monster. Ask children to share their thoughts on whether monsters
can be friendly or if they must always be scary.



- Leonardo's Feelings: Discuss Leonardo's feelings throughout the story. How
does he feel when he tries to scare someone? What does he feel when he
realizes he can be friends instead?

Creative Art Activities

Engaging children in creative art activities related to the book can help
them express their understanding of the story and its characters.

1. Monster Masks

Children can create their own monster masks using paper plates, paint, and
craft supplies.

- Materials Needed:

- Paper plates

- Markers, crayons, or paint

- Scissors

- Glue

- Craft supplies (googly eyes, yarn, feathers, etc.)

- Instructions:

1. Have children decorate the paper plates to transform them into their
favorite monsters.

2. Cut out eye holes for visibility and attach a stick or string to hold the
mask.

3. Encourage them to name their monster and describe its special traits.

2. Create Your Own Monster Story

Encourage children to write and illustrate their own stories about monsters.

- Instructions:

1. Provide children with paper and coloring materials.

2. Ask them to create a new monster character and come up with a story about
its adventures.

3. They can illustrate their stories and share them with the class or family.

Interactive Activities

Interactive activities can enhance comprehension and engagement with the
book.



1. Monster Charades

This game can help children express emotions and understand non-verbal
communication.

- Instructions:

1. Write various emotions or actions that Leonardo might have experienced
(e.g., scared, happy, sad, trying to scare).

2. Have children take turns acting out the emotions while others guess what
they are portraying.

3. Discuss how Leonardo might feel in each scenario.

2. Scare or Share? Game

A fun twist on the classic "Truth or Dare" game focused on the themes of the
book.

- Instructions:

1. Create a set of cards with "scare" or "share" prompts.

2. "Scare" prompts could involve pretending to be a scary monster, while
"share" prompts could involve sharing a story about a time they felt scared
or lonely.

3. Take turns drawing cards and completing the tasks.

Literature Connections

Connecting "Leonardo the Terrible Monster" with other literary works can
deepen understanding and enhance reading skills.

1. Thematic Book Pairings

Consider pairing "Leonardo the Terrible Monster" with other books that
explore similar themes of friendship, belonging, and self-acceptance.

- Book Suggestions:

- "The Gruffalo" by Julia Donaldson: A story about a mouse who uses his wits
to scare off predators.

- "There's a Nightmare in My Closet" by Mercer Mayer: A tale of a child who
learns to confront their fears.

- "The Pout-Pout Fish" by Deborah Diesen: A story about a fish that learns to
change his outlook on life.



2. Group Reading and Discussion

Organize a group reading session where children can discuss what they think
about each book.

- Instructions:

1. Read "Leonardo the Terrible Monster" and the paired selections aloud.

2. Facilitate discussions on how each character deals with similar problems.
3. Ask questions like, “How does Leonardo compare to the Gruffalo?” and “What
do they both learn about themselves?”

Social-Emotional Learning Activities

The book provides a great platform for discussing emotions and social skills.

1. Feelings Wheel Activity

Help children identify and express their feelings through a feelings wheel.

- Instructions:

1. Create a large feelings wheel that includes various emotions (happy, sad,
scared, angry, excited).

2. Discuss the emotions Leonardo experiences and how they relate to the
feelings on the wheel.

3. Encourage children to share times when they felt similar emotions.

2. Kindness Jar

Promote the theme of friendship by encouraging acts of kindness.

- Instructions:

1. Provide children with a jar and colorful paper strips.

2. Have them write down acts of kindness they can do for others.

3. Encourage them to pull out a strip each week and complete the action.

Conclusion

"Leonardo the Terrible Monster" is more than just a story about a monster who
isn't very scary; it is a wonderful exploration of themes such as self-
acceptance, friendship, and understanding emotions. By incorporating various
activities such as art projects, interactive games, and social-emotional
learning exercises, readers can engage deeply with the narrative and its



lessons. These activities not only reinforce the themes of the book but also
foster creativity, empathy, and critical thinking among children. Whether in
a classroom setting or at home, these activities can enhance the reading
experience and create lasting memories around Leonardo's charming tale.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some creative activities to engage children
with 'Leonardo the Terrible Monster'?

Children can create their own monster characters using craft supplies, write
short stories about their monsters, or even perform a puppet show based on
the book.

How can educators use 'Leonardo the Terrible
Monster' to teach empathy?

Educators can facilitate discussions about Leonardo's feelings and
experiences, encouraging students to relate to his struggles and express
their own emotions.

What art projects can be inspired by 'Leonardo the
Terrible Monster'?

Students can draw or paint their interpretations of Leonardo or design their
own unique monsters, focusing on the themes of self-acceptance and
friendship.

Are there any interactive games that can be played
based on 'Leonardo the Terrible Monster'?

Yes, a fun game could involve a 'Monster Match' where children match
different monster traits with their corresponding emotions or actions from
the story.

How can parents use 'Leonardo the Terrible Monster’
in storytime at home?

Parents can read the book aloud and then engage children with questions about
the characters' feelings, encouraging them to share their thoughts and draw
connections to their own experiences.

What lessons about friendship can be drawn from
'Leonardo the Terrible Monster'?

The story highlights the importance of understanding and accepting
differences, illustrating that true friendship is about being kind and



supportive of one another.

Can 'Leonardo the Terrible Monster' be used for
character education?

Absolutely! The book can serve as a springboard for discussions on character
traits such as kindness, bravery, and the value of being oneself, making it a
great resource for character education.
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Explore fun and engaging 'Leonardo the Terrible Monster' activities for kids! Discover how to inspire
creativity and learning through this delightful story.
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