
Life Of Sir Thomas More

Life of Sir Thomas More was a tapestry woven from the threads of intellectual rigor, moral integrity,
and unwavering faith. Born on February 7, 1478, in London, More emerged as one of the most
significant figures of the Renaissance, a period marked by a revival of interest in classical philosophy,
literature, and art. His life encapsulates the profound changes of his time, illustrating the struggle
between personal conviction and public duty. More is best remembered for his unwavering
commitment to his principles, which ultimately led to his martyrdom.



Early Life and Education

Birth and Family Background
Sir Thomas More was born into a prominent family in London. His father, Sir John More, was a
successful lawyer and later a judge. This familial connection to the legal profession provided More
with a solid foundation for his future career. His mother, Agnes Graunger, died when he was young,
leaving a significant impact on his early life.

Education
Thomas More's education began at St. Anthony's School in London, where he demonstrated early
signs of intellect and curiosity. He later attended the University of Oxford, where he studied under
notable scholars such as John Collette. His time at Oxford was crucial, as it exposed him to humanist
ideas and the works of classical authors, including Plato and Aristotle.

- Influential Figures:
- John Colet: A leading figure in the Christian humanist movement.
- Erasmus of Rotterdam: A close friend and mentor, whose writings greatly influenced More’s
thoughts.

Legal Career
More's legal career commenced when he became a barrister in the early 1500s. His legal expertise
and acumen garnered him recognition, and he quickly rose through the ranks. By 1510, he was
appointed to the position of Under-Sheriff of London. His legal career not only provided him with
financial stability but also afforded him opportunities to engage with influential political and social
figures.

Humanist Thought and Literary Contributions

Rise of Humanism
Thomas More was deeply influenced by the humanist movement, which sought to reconcile classical
philosophy with Christian teachings. He became an advocate for educational reform and social justice,
often critiquing the corruption within the Church and the political system of his time.

Utopia
In 1516, More published his most famous work, Utopia, which presented a fictional account of an ideal
society on an imaginary island. Through this work, More explored themes of justice, governance, and
communal living, challenging contemporary social norms.



- Key Themes in Utopia:
- Critique of Private Property: More argued that the root of societal ills lay in the institution of private
property.
- Religious Tolerance: He envisioned a society where various religious beliefs coexisted peacefully.
- Education and Rational Governance: More highlighted the importance of education in leading a
rational and just society.

Other Literary Works
Aside from Utopia, More wrote several other notable texts, including:
- The Dialogue of Comfort Against Tribulation: A reflection on faith and consolation during times of
suffering.
- The Apology: A defense of his character and actions against those who criticized him for his stance
on the Church.

Political Career and Relations with Henry VIII

Rise to Prominence
More's political career flourished when he was appointed to the Privy Council by King Henry VIII in
1526. His legal expertise and humanist ideals made him an invaluable advisor to the king. In 1529, he
was appointed Lord Chancellor, the highest judicial position in England, where he worked to reform
the legal system.

Conflict with Henry VIII
Despite his close relationship with Henry VIII, a significant rift developed between them concerning
the king's desire to annul his marriage to Catherine of Aragon in order to marry Anne Boleyn. More, a
staunch Catholic, opposed the annulment, believing it contradicted divine law. This conflict marked
the beginning of More's moral dilemma.

- Key Events Leading to More’s Martyrdom:
- The Act of Supremacy (1534): Henry declared himself the Supreme Head of the Church of England,
further alienating More.
- Refusal to Sign the Oath: More’s refusal to accept the Act of Supremacy led to his arrest in 1534.

Imprisonment and Trial
More was imprisoned in the Tower of London for 15 months. During his imprisonment, he continued to
write, producing works that reflected his steadfast faith and intellectual rigor. His trial in 1535 was a
foregone conclusion, as the court was stacked against him. He was found guilty of treason.



Legacy and Canonization

Martyrdom
On July 6, 1535, Sir Thomas More was executed by beheading. His final words, "I die the King's good
servant, but God's first," encapsulated his unwavering faith and commitment to his principles. His
martyrdom highlighted the conflict between individual conscience and state authority, a theme that
resonates even today.

Posthumous Recognition
More's legacy endured long after his death. He was beatified by Pope Leo XIII in 1886 and canonized
as a saint by Pope Pius XI in 1935. His life and writings continue to influence discussions on ethics,
governance, and the role of conscience in public life.

- Influential Quotes:
- "I die the King's good servant, but God's first."
- "The king's good servant, but God's first."

Modern Influence
Thomas More's influence extends beyond religion and politics. His ideas on social justice, governance,
and the role of the individual in society are increasingly relevant in contemporary discourse. His works
are studied in philosophy, theology, and law, and he is often invoked in discussions about the
relationship between faith and reason.

Conclusion
The life of Sir Thomas More is a remarkable testament to the enduring struggle between personal
conviction and societal obligation. His journey from a promising scholar to a martyr for his beliefs
underscores the complexity of human morality, the challenges of leadership, and the importance of
integrity. More's legacy as a humanist, lawyer, and saint continues to inspire individuals seeking to
navigate the intricate landscape of ethics and governance in their own lives. His commitment to
justice, faith, and reason remains a guiding light for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Sir Thomas More?
Sir Thomas More was an English statesman, lawyer, and author, best known for his book 'Utopia' and
his role as Lord Chancellor of England under King Henry VIII.

What is 'Utopia' and why is it significant?
'Utopia' is a work of fiction published in 1516 that describes an ideal society on a fictional island. It is
significant for its exploration of political and social philosophy, influencing modern discussions about



governance and human rights.

What were Sir Thomas More's views on religion?
Sir Thomas More was a devout Catholic and opposed the Protestant Reformation. He believed in the
authority of the Pope and was an advocate for traditional Catholic values.

How did Sir Thomas More's life end?
Sir Thomas More was executed by beheading in 1535 after refusing to accept King Henry VIII's break
from the Catholic Church and his self-declaration as the Supreme Head of the Church of England.

What role did More play in the court of Henry VIII?
As Lord Chancellor, More was responsible for the administration of justice and the legal system in
England. His tenure was marked by efforts to uphold the law and moral integrity, even as political
pressures mounted.

Why is Sir Thomas More considered a martyr?
Sir Thomas More is considered a martyr by many Catholics because he died for his faith and
principles, refusing to compromise his beliefs regarding the supremacy of the Pope and the Catholic
Church.

What impact did Sir Thomas More have on literature and
philosophy?
More's writings, particularly 'Utopia', have had a lasting impact on literature and political philosophy,
prompting discussions about ideal societies, governance, and ethical considerations in politics.

When was Sir Thomas More canonized as a saint?
Sir Thomas More was canonized as a saint by Pope Pius XI in 1935, recognizing his steadfastness in
faith and moral convictions despite facing execution.
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