
Leonardo Da Vinci And His Works

Leonardo da Vinci is a name that resonates through the annals of history, epitomizing the
Renaissance spirit of inquiry, creativity, and innovation. Born in 1452 in the small town of
Vinci, Italy, Leonardo was not just a painter; he was a polymath whose interests spanned
various fields, including science, anatomy, engineering, architecture, and botany. His
insatiable curiosity and relentless pursuit of knowledge made him one of the most
influential figures in Western history. This article delves into the life of Leonardo da Vinci,
explores his remarkable works, and examines his lasting impact on both art and science.

Early Life and Education

Leonardo da Vinci was born to a peasant woman and a wealthy notary, which afforded him
some opportunities for education. His formal schooling was limited, but he was
apprenticed to the prominent artist Andrea del Verrocchio in Florence, where he honed
his skills in painting, sculpting, and mechanics. This period was crucial in shaping his
artistic style and technical abilities.

Apprenticeship with Verrocchio

- Technical Skills: Leonardo learned the intricacies of oil painting, sculpture, and the
fundamentals of anatomy.
- Collaboration: He worked alongside Verrocchio on several projects, including the famous
"Baptism of Christ," where it is said that Leonardo painted the angel holding Jesus' robe.
- Independence: By the age of 20, he had gained enough skill to work independently and
set up his own workshop.

Major Works of Art

Leonardo da Vinci's contribution to art is legendary. He created masterpieces that



continue to inspire artists and viewers alike. His works are known for their detail,
innovative techniques, and profound emotional depth.

The Last Supper

- Creation: Painted between 1495 and 1498 for the Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie in
Milan.
- Technique: Leonardo employed a mixed technique of tempera and oil on a dry wall,
which unfortunately led to its deterioration.
- Composition: The painting captures the moment Jesus announces that one of his disciples
will betray him. It is renowned for its use of perspective and the emotional expressions of
the figures.
- Impact: "The Last Supper" is considered one of the most famous artworks in the world
and has been the subject of countless analyses and interpretations.

Mona Lisa

- Creation: Painted between 1503 and 1506, although Leonardo continued to work on it
until 1517.
- Technique: Utilized sfumato, a technique that allows for soft transitions between colors
and tones, contributing to the mysterious quality of the subject.
- Subject: The identity of the woman in the portrait remains a topic of debate; most believe
she is Lisa Gherardini, a Florentine woman.
- Legacy: The "Mona Lisa" is arguably the most famous painting in the world, celebrated
for its enigmatic smile and intricate detail.


