Lest We Forget Song Lyrics

Ode of Remembrance

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flash they were, spirit of her spirit,

Fallen in the cause of the free.

Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal,
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres.
There is music in the midst of desolalion,
And a glory that shines upon her lears.

They went with songs to the batlle, they were young.
Straight of limb, true of eyes, sleady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar lables at home;
They have no lot in our labour of the daytime;
They sleep beyond England's foam.

But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known,
As the stars are known to the night.

As the stars will be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain’

As the stars that are starry in the time of our dark
To the end, to the end, they remain

Lest We Forget is a poignant phrase synonymous with remembrance and reflection,
particularly in the context of commemorating those who have served in armed conflicts.
This phrase has also inspired various artistic expressions, most notably in music. Among
the songs that encapsulate the spirit of remembrance, “Lest We Forget” stands out for its
emotional depth and powerful lyrics. In this article, we will explore the origins of the song,
its significance, and the themes that resonate throughout its lyrics.

Origins of "Lest We Forget" Song

The song “Lest We Forget” draws inspiration from the broader theme of remembrance
associated with wartime sacrifices. The phrase itself is often used in remembrance services,



particularly on occasions such as Remembrance Day and Anzac Day.
Historical Context

1. World War | and II: The phrase emerged prominently after the World Wars, where millions
lost their lives. It serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by soldiers and civilians alike.
2. Memorial Services: During memorial services, the phrase is often invoked to honor the
memories of those who have passed, ensuring their contributions are not forgotten.

The Song's Composition

The song was written by various artists over the years, each bringing their own
interpretation of the theme. The lyrics encapsulate the emotions tied to loss, sacrifice, and
the importance of remembering those who fought for freedom.

Analysis of the Lyrics

The lyrics of “Lest We Forget” can be broken down into various themes that reflect both
personal and collective memories.

Key Themes

1. Sacrifice:

- The lyrics often highlight the sacrifices made by soldiers, emphasizing their bravery and
commitment.

- References to battles fought serve to remind listeners of the harsh realities of war.

2. Remembrance:

- The chorus typically reinforces the idea of remembrance, urging listeners to keep the
memories of the fallen alive.

- Phrases like “we will remember” serve as a collective promise to honor those who served.

3. Grief and Loss:

- The emotional weight of the song often aligns with the personal experiences of families
who have lost loved ones.

- Lyrics may explore the feelings of sorrow, longing, and the impact of loss on communities.

4. Hope and Resilience:

- Amidst the grief, there is often a glimmer of hope, suggesting that the sacrifices made
were not in vain.

- Lyrics may hint at a brighter future, where peace reigns, honoring the fallen by striving for
a better world.

Imagery and Symbolism

The imagery used in “Lest We Forget” is powerful and evocative, contributing to the overall
emotional impact of the song.



- Nature Imagery: Many versions incorporate nature, such as fields, flowers, and skies,
symbolizing peace and tranquility that contrast with the chaos of war.

- Military Symbols: References to uniforms, medals, and flags serve to ground the lyrics in a
specific historical context, making the message more relatable and poignant.

Musical Composition

The musicality of “Lest We Forget” complements its lyrical themes, enhancing the overall
emotional experience.

Genre and Style

1. Folk and Traditional Influences:

- Many renditions of the song are rooted in folk traditions, often accompanied by acoustic
instruments.

- This style evokes a sense of nostalgia and warmth, making the message even more
poignant.

2. Choral Arrangements:

- Some versions feature choral harmonies, adding depth and a communal feeling to the
performance.

- The collective voice symbolizes unity and shared remembrance.

3. Tempo and Dynamics:

- The tempo is typically slow, allowing listeners to reflect on the lyrics fully.

- Dynamic shifts in the music can evoke strong emotions, from somber reflections to
uplifting moments of hope.

Impact and Legacy

“Lest We Forget” has made a significant impact in various cultural contexts, serving as a
reminder of the importance of remembrance.

Cultural Significance

1. Commemorative Events:

- The song is frequently performed during memorial services, military anniversaries, and
public commemorations.

- Its presence in these events helps to create a solemn atmosphere conducive to reflection.

2. Educational Use:

- Schools and educational institutions often use the song to teach students about the
sacrifices made during wars.

- It serves as a tool to instill values of respect, honor, and remembrance in younger
generations.



3. Global Reach:

- While primarily associated with Western conflicts, the themes of the song resonate
globally, inspiring similar commemorative works in various cultures.

- The universal message of remembrance transcends borders, making it relevant to
numerous audiences.

Personal Connections
For many, “Lest We Forget” is not just a song; it is a personal connection to the past.

- Family History: Individuals often relate the lyrics to their own family histories,
remembering ancestors who served in the military.

- Community Bonds: The shared experience of listening to or performing the song can
foster a sense of community among those who have experienced loss.

Conclusion

In conclusion, “Lest We Forget” is more than just a song; it is a powerful ode to the
sacrifices made by countless individuals throughout history. Through its evocative lyrics,
rich musical composition, and deep emotional resonance, the song serves as a reminder of
the importance of remembrance. It encourages listeners to honor those who have served,
reflect on the impacts of war, and strive for a future where such sacrifices are not needed.
As we continue to confront the realities of conflict in our world, the message of “Lest We
Forget” remains as vital as ever, urging us to pause, remember, and reflect on the cost of
freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the song 'Lest We Forget'?

The central theme of 'Lest We Forget' revolves around remembrance and honoring those
who have sacrificed their lives, particularly in the context of war and conflict.

Who is the artist behind the song 'Lest We Forget'?

The song 'Lest We Forget' is performed by various artists, but one of the most notable
versions is by the Australian singer-songwriter, John Williamson.

What historical events does 'Lest We Forget' reference?

'‘Lest We Forget' references historical events such as World War | and Il, as well as other
conflicts where soldiers have fought and died for their country.

How is '‘Lest We Forget' commonly used in



commemorative events?

'Lest We Forget' is commonly used during Remembrance Day ceremonies, Anzac Day
services, and other commemorative events to evoke feelings of reflection and gratitude.

Are there any notable lines in '‘Lest We Forget' that
highlight its message?

Yes, notable lines in 'Lest We Forget' often emphasize the importance of remembering the
sacrifices made by soldiers and the impact of war on families and communities.
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Explore the powerful 'Lest We Forget' song lyrics and their poignant meaning. Discover how this
tribute honors sacrifices made. Learn more in our in-depth article!
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