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Let the Nations Be Glad is a profound work by theologian and pastor John
Piper that explores the intersection of worship, missions, and the glory of
God. Piper's central thesis is that the ultimate goal of human existence is
to glorify God by enjoying Him forever, and he emphasizes that this glory
should be made known to all nations. This article delves into the key themes
and insights presented in Piper's book, providing a comprehensive
understanding of its significance in Christian thought and practice.



Understanding the Central Thesis

At the heart of "Let the Nations Be Glad" is the assertion that God’s glory
is not only an abstract concept but a vibrant reality that should be
celebrated and shared. Piper argues that worship is the primary means through
which God's glory is magnified and that this worship naturally leads to
missions—spreading the news of God's greatness to every corner of the earth.
His ideas can be summarized in several key points:

1. The Primacy of God’s Glory: Piper asserts that God’'s glory is the
ultimate purpose of creation and should be the central focus of
Christian life.

2. The Role of Worship: True worship is characterized by joy and reverence
in the presence of God, reflecting the beauty of His character.

3. Missions as Worship: The act of sharing the gospel with others is an
extension of worship, as it proclaims God’s glory to those who have not
yet heard.

4. The Joy of the Nations: Piper emphasizes that nations should be glad in
God, recognizing that true fulfillment and joy are found in Him.

The Biblical Foundation

Piper’s arguments are deeply rooted in Scripture. He cites numerous passages
that highlight the importance of glorifying God and proclaiming His greatness
among the nations. Some key scriptures include:

e Psalm 67: "Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the
peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth."

e Isaiah 12:4-5: "Give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name; make known
His deeds among the peoples, proclaim that His name is exalted."

e Matthew 28:19-20: The Great Commission, where Jesus commands His
followers to make disciples of all nations.

These verses underscore the biblical mandate for believers to both worship
God and engage in missions, demonstrating that the two are inextricably
linked.



The Relationship Between Worship and Missions

Piper posits that worship is the driving force behind missions. When
believers are filled with the joy of knowing God, they naturally desire to
share that joy with others. This perspective reshapes how many view missions,
framing it not merely as a duty but as a joyful response to God’s glory.

Worship Motivated by Joy

One of the most compelling aspects of Piper's argument is his insistence that
true worship is inherently joyful. He writes, "Missions is not the ultimate
goal of the church. Worship is." This statement highlights a critical shift
in understanding; worship should be the motivation for missions, not the
other way around. When believers are captivated by the beauty and majesty of
God, they cannot help but spread that joy to others.

Implications for the Church

The implications of Piper's thesis are vast and transformative for the
church. If worship is indeed the foundation of missions, then the church must
prioritize cultivating a vibrant worship culture. This can be achieved
through:

1. Teaching and Preaching: Focusing on God’'s glory in sermons and teachings
helps to ignite a passion for worship among congregants.

2. Worship Services: Designing services that celebrate God’s attributes
encourages a deeper experience of His presence.

3. Encouraging Personal Worship: Equipping believers to engage in personal
worship fosters a lifestyle that glorifies God in all areas of life.

The Joy of the Nations

Piper emphasizes that the ultimate goal of missions is not merely to save
souls but to bring joy to the nations through the glory of God. He argues
that this joy is rooted in a relationship with God, which transforms lives
and communities. This transformation is not just spiritual; it also has
social and cultural implications.



Cultural Transformation Through the Gospel

When nations come to know and glorify God, their cultures can be transformed.
This transformation can manifest in various ways, including:

e Social Justice: The gospel inspires believers to advocate for justice
and mercy within their communities.

e Economic Improvement: Christian principles often lead to ethical
business practices and improved economic conditions.

* Peace and Reconciliation: The message of Christ brings hope and healing
to divided communities.

Piper's vision is that as nations understand and celebrate God’s glory, they
will experience profound joy and a better quality of life.

Challenges and Critiques

While "Let the Nations Be Glad" has inspired many, it has also faced
critiques. Some argue that Piper’'s strong emphasis on God’s glory can
overshadow other important aspects of faith, such as social justice and
community engagement. Others contend that the focus on worship might lead to
neglecting practical needs.

Addressing the Critiques

Piper addresses these concerns by emphasizing that glorifying God should lead
to a holistic approach to life and missions. He teaches that true worship
will always result in love for neighbor and active participation in the
world’s needs. According to Piper, the glory of God and the love for others
are not mutually exclusive; they are intertwined.

Conclusion: A Call to Action

"Let the Nations Be Glad" is more than just a theological treatise; it is a
call to action for believers everywhere. Piper challenges Christians to
embrace their role as worshippers who participate in God’s mission to bring
joy and glory to all nations. By fostering a worshipful heart and a passion
for missions, believers can fulfill their calling to magnify God’s greatness
and share His joy with the world.



In summary, John Piper’s work encourages a re-evaluation of how worship and
missions are understood and practiced within the church. It reminds believers
that their ultimate purpose is to glorify God and that this glory can-and
should-resonate throughout the world. As nations are drawn to the beauty and
majesty of God, they will indeed be glad, and through this joy, the glory of
God will be made known.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Let the Nations Be Glad'
by John Piper?

The main theme of 'Let the Nations Be Glad' is the supremacy of God in all
things, particularly in the context of worship and missions, emphasizing that
God's glory should be the ultimate goal of every believer.

How does John Piper define worship in 'Let the
Nations Be Glad'?

In 'Let the Nations Be Glad', John Piper defines worship as the act of
glorifying God, which involves both recognizing His greatness and responding
with joy and obedience.

What role does missions play in Piper's argument in
'Let the Nations Be Glad'?

Missions play a crucial role in Piper's argument as he posits that spreading
the Gospel to all nations is essential for glorifying God and fulfilling His
command to make disciples of all nations.

How does Piper address the relationship between joy
and worship in his book?

Piper argues that true worship is inherently joyful; he believes that joy in
God fuels our desire to worship and serve Him, and that this joy is a vital
aspect of the Christian experience.

What scriptural basis does Piper use in 'Let the
Nations Be Glad' to support his views?

Piper uses various biblical texts, particularly from Psalms and the Great
Commission, to support his views on the importance of glorifying God and the
call to missions, emphasizing passages that highlight God's desire for
worship from all nations.



How has 'Let the Nations Be Glad' influenced
contemporary Christian thought?

Since its publication, 'Let the Nations Be Glad' has significantly influenced
contemporary Christian thought by encouraging a focus on God's glory and the
urgency of global missions, inspiring many to engage more deeply in
evangelism and worship.
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