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Leviathan Trilogy by Scott Westerfeld has captured the hearts of readers with its unique blend of
historical fiction, steampunk elements, and rich character development. This trilogy, which includes
"Leviathan," "Behemoth," and "Goliath," takes place during World War | and imagines an alternate
history where two factions—the Darwinists and the Clankers—are at war. With its thrilling narrative
and complex themes, the Leviathan Trilogy is not just a story about war; it is a profound exploration
of identity, technology, and the moral dilemmas of conflict.

Overview of the Leviathan Trilogy

The Leviathan Trilogy unfolds in a world where the boundaries of nature and technology are blurred.
Scott Westerfeld introduces readers to a richly detailed universe, characterized by unique creatures,
mechanical wonders, and the tension between the two opposing factions.

Book 1: Leviathan

In "Leviathan," readers are introduced to the young protagonists Alek and Deryn. Alek is the heir to



the Austro-Hungarian throne, while Deryn is a girl disquised as a boy to join the British Air Service.
Their paths cross amidst the chaos of World War |, where Alek is on the run from those who wish to
capture him, and Deryn seeks to prove her worth in a male-dominated world.

Key themes in "Leviathan" include:

- ldentity and Gender Roles: Deryn's disguise raises questions about gender and societal
expectations.

- Nature vs. Technology: The Darwinists utilize genetically engineered creatures, while the Clankers
rely on machines—each representing different philosophies.

- Friendship and Loyalty: The bond that forms between Alek and Deryn is central to the narrative.

Book 2: Behemoth

"Behemoth" continues the journey of Alek and Deryn as they navigate their growing friendship and
the political complexities of their world. The story shifts to the Ottoman Empire, where new alliances
and dangers emerge.

Significant aspects of "Behemoth" include:

- Expanding the World: Westerfeld introduces new cultures and characters, enriching the narrative.

- Moral Ambiguity: The characters face difficult choices that challenge their beliefs and values.

- Adventure and Action: The pacing heightens as Alek and Deryn become embroiled in espionage and
battles.

Book 3: Goliath

In the final installment, "Goliath," the stakes are higher than ever. Alek and Deryn must confront the
consequences of their actions and the truth about their identities. As they journey toward a resolution
of the war, they also seek to find their places in a world that is rapidly changing.

Critical elements of "Goliath" include:

- Resolution of Character Arcs: The trilogy culminates in significant growth for both Alek and Deryn.
- Exploration of Themes: The overarching themes of war, technology, and morality reach a satisfying
conclusion.

- Innovative World-Building: Westerfeld's imaginative creations come to a head, showcasing the full
depth of his world.

Thematic Depth of the Leviathan Trilogy

The Leviathan Trilogy is not merely an adventure tale; it delves into complex themes that resonate
with readers of all ages. Here are some of the most prominent themes explored throughout the
trilogy:



War and its Consequences: The series provides a nuanced look at the impact of war on
individuals and societies.

Nature vs. Technology: The contrast between the Darwinist and Clanker philosophies offers
insights into the relationship between humanity and innovation.

Identity and Self-Discovery: Alek and Deryn's journeys are as much about self-discovery as
they are about external conflicts.

Friendship and Loyalty: The bond between Alek and Deryn illustrates the importance of trust
and camaraderie in times of crisis.

Character Development

One of the hallmarks of the Leviathan Trilogy is its rich character development. Scott Westerfeld
masterfully crafts characters that are relatable, flawed, and dynamic.

Alek

Alek's character represents the struggle between duty and self-identity. Initially, he is burdened by
the expectations of his royal lineage, but as the story progresses, he learns to forge his own path. His
journey is a reflection of the internal conflict many individuals face when balancing personal desires
with societal expectations.

Deryn

Deryn, on the other hand, embodies courage and determination. Her disguise as a boy allows her to
challenge traditional gender roles and assert her independence. Throughout the trilogy, Deryn
evolves from a girl seeking adventure to a young woman grappling with her identity and feelings for
Alek.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters also play crucial roles in the narrative:

- Dr. Barlow: A strong female figure who challenges norms and supports Deryn.
- The Beasties: Creatures that symbolize the intersection of nature and technology.
- Count Volger: A mentor to Alek, representing the complexities of allegiance.



lllustrative Artwork and Visual Elements

An integral part of the Leviathan Trilogy is the stunning artwork by Keith Thompson. Each book
features intricate illustrations that bring the world to life, enhancing readers' immersion in the story.
The illustrations depict the fantastical machines, creatures, and landscapes, making the reading
experience visually captivating.

Conclusion

The Leviathan Trilogy by Scott Westerfeld stands as a remarkable contribution to the realm of
young adult literature. With its rich world-building, compelling characters, and exploration of profound
themes, the trilogy offers readers an engaging and thought-provoking experience. As Alek and Deryn
navigate the complexities of war, identity, and friendship, they invite readers to reflect on their own
lives and the choices they make. Whether you are a fan of steampunk, historical fiction, or simply
enjoy a well-crafted story, the Leviathan Trilogy is a must-read that will leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in the Leviathan Trilogy?

The main themes of the Leviathan Trilogy include the clash of cultures, the nature of war, and the
concept of identity, particularly in the context of World War | and the divergent approaches of the
Clankers and Darwinists.

Who are the central characters in the Leviathan Trilogy?

The central characters include Alek, a young prince of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and Deryn, a girl
disguised as a boy who serves in the British Air Service. Their journeys intertwine throughout the
series as they navigate a world of steampunk technology and political intrigue.

How does Scott Westerfeld incorporate real historical events
into the story?

Scott Westerfeld weaves real historical events into the narrative by setting the story against the
backdrop of World War I, blending factual elements with fictional steampunk innovations and
alternate history, thus creating a unique perspective on the war.

What role does the concept of evolutionary biology play in the
Leviathan Trilogy?

Evolutionary biology plays a significant role in the Leviathan Trilogy, particularly through the
Darwinist faction, which uses genetically engineered creatures as war machines, contrasting with the
Clankers' reliance on mechanical technology.



What is the significance of the title ‘Leviathan'?

The title 'Leviathan' refers to a massive living airship designed from genetically engineered creatures,
symbolizing the power and scale of the Darwinist approach to warfare, and serves as a metaphor for
the larger themes of control and chaos in the series.

How does the Leviathan Trilogy address issues of gender and
identity?

The Leviathan Trilogy explores issues of gender and identity through Deryn's character, who
challenges traditional gender roles by disguising herself as a boy to pursue her dreams, highlighting
the constraints placed on women in her society and the fluidity of identity.
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Dive into the captivating world of the Leviathan Trilogy by Scott Westerfeld. Explore its themes
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