
Jonathan Edwards Resolutions Modern
English

Jonathan Edwards Resolutions Modern English are a modern interpretation of the
resolutions written by the influential American theologian and preacher, Jonathan Edwards,
in the early 18th century. These resolutions are a reflection of Edwards' deep commitment
to his faith and personal integrity, serving as a guide for living a life dedicated to God. In
this article, we will explore the context of these resolutions, summarize them in modern
English, discuss their significance, and provide insights into how they can be applied in
contemporary life.

Background on Jonathan Edwards

Jonathan Edwards was born on October 5, 1703, in East Windsor, Connecticut. He was a key
figure in the First Great Awakening, a religious revival that swept through the American
colonies in the 18th century. Known for his fiery sermons and profound theological insights,
Edwards emphasized the importance of personal piety, the sovereignty of God, and the
need for a genuine conversion experience.

As a young man, Edwards created a list of resolutions to guide his conduct and spiritual
growth. These resolutions were foundational to his life and ministry, reflecting his desire to
live purposefully and in accordance with his values.



Overview of Edwards' Resolutions

Edwards' resolutions consist of 70 distinct commitments that he wrote in 1722 when he was
only 19 years old. Each resolution is a personal vow to uphold certain principles, many of
which center around self-examination, discipline, and devotion to God. The resolutions
demonstrate Edwards' determination to live a life of integrity and purpose.

Key Themes in the Resolutions

Edwards' resolutions encompass several key themes:

1. Self-Discipline: Edwards emphasizes the importance of controlling one's thoughts,
actions, and emotions. He recognizes the need for personal discipline in achieving spiritual
goals.

2. Devotion to God: A strong focus on God and the pursuit of holiness permeates his
resolutions. Edwards seeks to align his life with God's will and purpose.

3. Integrity and Honesty: Resolutions highlight the significance of being truthful and
maintaining moral integrity, both in personal and public life.

4. Reflective Practice: Edwards encourages regular self-examination and reflection on one’s
actions and motivations.

5. Service to Others: His resolutions also stress the importance of serving others and
contributing positively to the community.

Modern English Summary of Edwards' Resolutions

Here is a modern English interpretation of some of the key resolutions crafted by Jonathan
Edwards:

1. I will live with purpose and intention.
I will strive to make every action meaningful and not waste time on trivial pursuits.

2. I will prioritize my spiritual health.
I will dedicate time daily to prayer, reading scripture, and seeking God’s presence.

3. I will practice self-control.
I will manage my thoughts and impulses, ensuring that my actions reflect my values.

4. I will reflect on my life regularly.
I will take time each day to examine my thoughts and behaviors, learning from my
experiences.

5. I will commit to honesty in all my dealings.



I will be truthful in my words and actions, building trust with those around me.

6. I will serve others selflessly.
I will look for opportunities to help those in need, putting their needs before my own.

7. I will seek to grow in my faith.
I will continuously seek to deepen my understanding of God and His teachings.

8. I will be diligent in my studies and work.
I will approach my education and responsibilities with seriousness and dedication.

9. I will practice gratitude and contentment.
I will acknowledge my blessings and strive to be content with what I have.

10. I will avoid negative influences.
I will steer clear of people and situations that lead me away from my values.

These modern interpretations maintain the essence of Edwards’ original thoughts while
making them accessible for contemporary readers.

Significance of Edwards' Resolutions

Jonathan Edwards’ resolutions hold profound significance even in today's world. They
resonate with the universal human desire for purpose, integrity, and spiritual fulfillment.
Here are several reasons why these resolutions remain relevant:

Personal Growth and Development

The resolutions serve as a blueprint for personal growth. They encourage individuals to
reflect on their actions and strive for improvement in various aspects of their lives. By
adopting similar commitments, people can cultivate a sense of purpose and direction.

Moral and Ethical Guidance

In an era where ethical challenges abound, Edwards' emphasis on integrity and honesty
provides a moral compass. His resolutions remind us of the importance of maintaining our
values in both personal and professional contexts.

Spiritual Reflection

Edwards’ focus on spiritual growth invites individuals to engage in regular self-examination
and prayer. This practice can lead to a deeper understanding of oneself and a more
profound relationship with God.



Community Impact

The encouragement to serve others highlights the importance of community involvement.
By committing to selflessness and service, individuals can make a positive impact in their
communities, fostering kindness and support.

Applying Edwards' Resolutions in Modern Life

Incorporating the principles found in Jonathan Edwards' resolutions can lead to a
transformative impact on one’s life. Here are some practical steps to apply these
resolutions today:

1. Create a Personal Mission Statement:
Define your core values and what you want to achieve in life. This statement can serve as a
guiding principle for your actions.

2. Establish a Daily Routine:
Set aside time each day for prayer, reading, and reflection. Consistency in these practices
can foster spiritual growth.

3. Engage in Self-Reflection:
Take time weekly to evaluate your thoughts and actions. Journaling can be an effective way
to track your progress and identify areas for improvement.

4. Set Specific Goals:
Identify areas in your life where you want to grow, whether professionally, spiritually, or
personally. Set specific, measurable goals to help you stay focused.

5. Seek Accountability:
Share your resolutions with a trusted friend or mentor who can encourage you and hold you
accountable.

6. Volunteer and Serve:
Look for opportunities to help others in your community. Volunteering can provide a sense
of fulfillment and purpose.

7. Practice Gratitude:
Keep a gratitude journal to regularly acknowledge and appreciate the blessings in your life.

8. Limit Negative Influences:
Assess your relationships and environments, making an effort to distance yourself from
those that detract from your values.

Conclusion

In summary, Jonathan Edwards' resolutions, reinterpreted in modern English, offer timeless



wisdom for living a purposeful and fulfilling life. By focusing on self-discipline, devotion to
God, integrity, reflective practice, and service to others, individuals can cultivate character
and integrity in today's fast-paced world. These resolutions challenge us to look inward,
evaluate our actions, and strive for growth, making them as relevant today as they were in
the 18th century. Embracing these principles can lead to a richer, more meaningful
existence, rooted in faith and a commitment to doing good in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Jonathan Edwards' resolutions and why are
they significant?
Jonathan Edwards' resolutions are a series of personal commitments he made to guide his
life and spiritual growth. They are significant because they reflect his deep dedication to
living a disciplined and purpose-driven Christian life, emphasizing principles like self-
examination, humility, and reliance on God.

How can Jonathan Edwards' resolutions be applied in
modern life?
Edwards' resolutions can be applied today by using them as a framework for personal
development. Individuals can adapt his principles to set their own goals for moral integrity,
self-discipline, and spiritual growth, encouraging consistent self-reflection and
accountability.

What is the main theme of Jonathan Edwards'
resolutions?
The main theme of Jonathan Edwards' resolutions is the pursuit of holiness and the
commitment to live a life that honors God. He emphasizes the importance of making
deliberate choices and striving for moral excellence in all aspects of life.

How many resolutions did Jonathan Edwards write, and
what is a notable one?
Jonathan Edwards wrote 70 resolutions. A notable one is Resolution 1: 'Resolved, that I will
do whatsoever I think to be most to God’s glory, and my own good, profit, and pleasure, in
the whole of my duration, without any consideration of the time, whether now, or never so
many millions of ages hence.'

What is a modern interpretation of Jonathan Edwards'
focus on self-examination?
A modern interpretation of Edwards' focus on self-examination involves regularly assessing
one's values, actions, and motivations. It encourages mindfulness and reflection, allowing
individuals to align their daily lives with their core beliefs and improve their overall well-
being.



Why do some people find Jonathan Edwards' resolutions
relevant today?
Many people find Edwards' resolutions relevant today because they address timeless
human struggles with discipline, purpose, and moral choices. In a fast-paced world filled
with distractions, his emphasis on intentional living and spiritual growth resonates with
those seeking deeper meaning and direction in their lives.
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