
Kansas Jayhawks Quarterback History

Kansas Jayhawks quarterback history is a fascinating journey through the annals of college football,

marked by moments of glory, heartbreak, and the relentless pursuit of excellence. The University of

Kansas, home to the Jayhawks, has produced a number of memorable quarterbacks who have left an

indelible mark not only on the program but also in the wider landscape of college football. This article

delves into the evolution of quarterbacks at Kansas, highlighting key players, memorable seasons, and

the impact of the quarterback position on the team's overall success.

Early Years of Kansas Jayhawks Football

The history of the Kansas Jayhawks football program dates back to the late 19th century. The first

recorded game took place in 1890, and since then, the evolution of the quarterback position has

mirrored the development of the game itself.

The Formation of the Quarterback Role



In the early years, the quarterback was primarily a player who called the plays and handed the ball off

to running backs. The position would gradually evolve into one that required a combination of passing,

decision-making, and leadership skills.

Notable Quarterbacks in Kansas Jayhawks History

Over the decades, several quarterbacks have stood out for their exceptional skills and contributions to

the Jayhawks' legacy. Here are some of the most notable:

John Hadl (1960-1963) - A two-time All-American, Hadl was a dynamic player known for his

dual-threat capabilities. He went on to have a successful career in the NFL, which helped

elevate the profile of Kansas football.

David Jaynes (1973-1976) - Jaynes was known for his impressive arm strength and

leadership on the field. His tenure included significant wins that helped solidify the Jayhawks'

reputation in the Big Eight Conference.

Kelly Donohoe (1983-1986) - Donohoe led the Jayhawks to several memorable victories,

including a notable upset against the Nebraska Cornhuskers in 1984.

Roberson (2001-2004) - A standout performer, Roberson was known for his athleticism and

ability to make plays under pressure. He set several school records during his tenure.

Josh Freeman (2006-2008) - Freeman's arm strength and accuracy made him one of the most

promising quarterbacks in the program's history. He later found success in the NFL, further

showcasing the talent that Kansas can produce.

Dayne Crist (2011-2012) - Although Crist's time at Kansas was marred by injury, he brought

experience and skill from his previous tenure at Notre Dame, contributing to the team during



challenging seasons.

Montell Cozart (2013-2016) - Cozart was known for his versatility and ability to adapt to

different offensive systems during his time at Kansas, showcasing the evolution of the

quarterback role.

The Evolution of the Quarterback Position

The role of the quarterback has transformed significantly over the years. From the early days of

handoffs and simple passing plays to the modern offensive schemes that require quarterbacks to be

dual threats, the evolution reflects broader trends in college football.

From Drop-Back Passers to Dual-Threat Quarterbacks

The introduction of spread offenses and option plays has changed how quarterbacks approach the

game. Modern quarterbacks at Kansas are now expected to:

Make quick decisions under pressure.1.

Be proficient in both passing and running the ball.2.

Understand complex offensive schemes.3.

This shift has allowed Kansas to attract a wider range of talent, as high school athletes with dual-threat

capabilities are now more common.



Memorable Seasons and Achievements

Throughout its history, the Kansas Jayhawks have had several seasons that stand out, particularly

those driven by exceptional quarterback play.

The 2007 Season

One of the most memorable seasons for Kansas football came in 2007, under the guidance of head

coach Mark Mangino and quarterback Todd Reesing. The team finished the season with an impressive

12-1 record, culminating in a victory at the Orange Bowl.

- Key Highlights:

- Reesing threw for over 3,000 yards.

- The Jayhawks achieved their highest national ranking in school history, peaking at No. 2.

- The team’s success was a watershed moment for Kansas football, showcasing the potential of the

program.

Recent Developments in Quarterback Play

In recent years, the Kansas Jayhawks have continued to evolve at the quarterback position. With

changes in coaching staff and offensive strategies, new talent has emerged.

- Notable Recent Quarterbacks:

- Skylar Thompson (2019-2020): Known for his dual-threat abilities, Thompson was a key player in

the Jayhawks' offense.

- Jalon Daniels (2021-Present): Daniels has shown great potential, becoming a leader on and off the

field while showcasing an impressive skill set that reflects the modern quarterback's demands.



The Future of Kansas Jayhawks Quarterbacks

As the game continues to evolve, so too will the Kansas Jayhawks quarterback position. The coaching

staff is focusing on developing quarterbacks who are not only athletically gifted but also possess the

intelligence and leadership qualities necessary for success at the collegiate level.

Recruitment and Development

The Jayhawks have been emphasizing the importance of recruiting talented quarterbacks who can

adapt to the modern game. This involves:

- Targeting Dual-Threat Athletes: With the rise of spread offenses, the recruitment of dual-threat

quarterbacks is a priority.

- Developing Skills: Coaches are focusing on developing quarterbacks’ decision-making, passing

accuracy, and leadership qualities.

- Building a Supportive Environment: Creating a culture that fosters growth and resilience is crucial for

player development.

Conclusion

The Kansas Jayhawks quarterback history is rich with stories of triumph, resilience, and evolution.

From the early days of the program to the exciting prospects of the present and future, the

quarterbacks of Kansas have played a pivotal role in shaping the identity of the team. As the game

continues to change, the Jayhawks will undoubtedly seek to build upon their legacy, nurturing the next

generation of quarterbacks who will strive for greatness on and off the field. The journey of Kansas

quarterbacks is far from over, and fans can look forward to witnessing the next chapter in this storied

history.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the starting quarterback for the Kansas Jayhawks during

their 2007 Orange Bowl season?

The starting quarterback for the Kansas Jayhawks during their 2007 Orange Bowl season was Todd

Reesing.

What notable achievement did Todd Reesing accomplish during his

time as quarterback for the Jayhawks?

Todd Reesing led the Jayhawks to an 8-0 record in the Big 12 and a BCS bowl appearance, finishing

the 2007 season ranked 7th in the nation.

Which Kansas Jayhawks quarterback was known for setting multiple

school passing records in the early 2000s?

Bill Whittemore set multiple passing records while playing for the Kansas Jayhawks in the early 2000s.

Who was the Kansas Jayhawks quarterback that was drafted into the

NFL in 2013?

The Kansas Jayhawks quarterback drafted into the NFL in 2013 was Dayne Crist.

What was the impact of Charlie Weis on the quarterback position at

Kansas during his tenure?

Charlie Weis, as head coach, brought in several quarterbacks through recruitment and transfers,

aiming to revitalize the position, including the addition of players like Jake Heaps.



Which Kansas Jayhawks quarterback was known for his dual-threat

capabilities during the 2010s?

Montell Cozart was known for his dual-threat capabilities as a quarterback for the Kansas Jayhawks

during the 2010s.

How has the performance of Kansas Jayhawks quarterbacks influenced

the team's overall success historically?

The performance of Kansas Jayhawks quarterbacks has been crucial in determining the team's

success, with standout seasons leading to bowl games and higher national rankings.

Which Kansas Jayhawks quarterback had a significant impact on the

program's history in the late 1990s?

Jeff Kelly had a significant impact on the Kansas Jayhawks program in the late 1990s, helping to

elevate the team's competitive stature.
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