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The Prey series by John Sandford is a gripping collection of crime novels that follow the
exploits of Lucas Davenport, a smart and resourceful detective working in Minnesota. First
introduced in the 1989 novel "Rules of Prey," Davenport quickly became a beloved
character among mystery and thriller readers. Sandford’s masterful storytelling, intricate
plotting, and well-developed characters have solidified the series as a staple in
contemporary crime fiction. This article will delve into the Prey series, providing a
comprehensive list of the books in order, as well as insights into the characters and themes



that define this captivating series.

Overview of the Prey Series

The Prey series is notable for its focus on Lucas Davenport, a former police officer who now
works as a detective for the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. Davenport is
characterized by his intelligence, charm, and a certain level of arrogance that often puts
him at odds with both criminals and coworkers. The series explores various aspects of
crime, including serial killers, drug trafficking, and cybercrime, and reflects broader societal
issues.

The unique aspect of the Prey series is its blend of police procedural and psychological
thriller elements, making each novel not just a whodunit but also an exploration of the
human psyche.

Complete List of the Prey Series Novels

Below is a comprehensive list of the Prey series novels in the order they were published.
Each book builds upon the last, allowing readers to follow Lucas Davenport's evolution as a
character and detective.

1. Rules of Prey (1989)
The inaugural novel introduces Lucas Davenport, who is on the trail of a cunning serial
killer. As he delves deeper into the investigation, he finds himself drawn into a dangerous
game of cat and mouse.

2. Shadow Prey (1990)
In this sequel, Davenport investigates a series of murders linked to a Native American
uprising. The tension escalates as he navigates cultural conflicts and personal demons.

3. Eyes of Prey (1991)
Davenport faces a killer who is not only intelligent but also has a personal vendetta against
him. The stakes are higher than ever as he races against time.

4. Silent Prey (1992)
A chilling tale that takes readers through the mind of a serial killer who has a connection to
Davenport's past. The novel explores themes of revenge and redemption.



5. Winter Prey (1993)
Set in the harsh Minnesota winter, this installment sees Davenport investigating a murder
case that leads him to a shocking discovery about a former nemesis.

6. Secret Prey (1998)
Davenport's world is turned upside down when he becomes embroiled in a case involving
high-level corruption and murder, leading him to confront powerful enemies.

7. Mind Prey (1999)
In this psychological thriller, Davenport must solve the kidnapping of a friend and her
children while dealing with a twisted mind that manipulates the situation.

8. Sudden Prey (2000)
Davenport pursues a criminal who has a personal connection to him, resulting in a race
against time that tests his resilience and resolve.

9. Buried Prey (2011)
Years after a cold case, Davenport uncovers buried secrets that lead him to confront his
past and solve a mystery that has haunted him for years.

10. Stolen Prey (2012)
In this gripping story, Davenport dives into the world of organized crime and corruption,
battling against forces that threaten his life and the lives of those he loves.

11. Silken Prey (2013)
Davenport investigates the murder of a prominent political figure, entangling him in a web
of deception that stretches into the highest levels of government.

12. Field of Prey (2014)
A chilling narrative where Davenport discovers a series of bodies in a cornfield, leading to a
complex investigation involving small-town dynamics and hidden secrets.

13. Gathering Prey (2015)
In this installment, Davenport teams up with an old friend to track down a group of
criminals targeting vulnerable individuals, mixing thrilling action with social commentary.



14. Extreme Prey (2016)
Davenport's investigation into a political conspiracy puts him at odds with powerful
adversaries, exploring the dark side of politics and the lengths people will go for power.

15. Golden Prey (2017)
In a departure from the norm, Davenport faces a dangerous criminal who has stolen a
fortune, leading to an intense chase across the Midwest.

16. Twisted Prey (2018)
The tension escalates as Davenport confronts a powerful adversary from his past, testing
his skills and resolve as he fights to protect those he cares about.

17. Neon Prey (2019)
Davenport investigates the murder of a criminal in Las Vegas, uncovering a tangled web of
deceit and betrayal that challenges his expertise and instincts.

18. Ocean Prey (2021)
In this thrilling narrative, Davenport works alongside the Coast Guard to solve a case
involving drug trafficking and murder, showcasing his adaptability as a detective.

19. Phantom Prey (2022)
This latest installment has Davenport chasing a shadowy figure tied to a series of killings,
plunging him into a world of obsession and revenge.

Recurring Characters

Throughout the Prey series, several characters recur and evolve, enriching the narrative
and providing depth to Lucas Davenport's world.

- Lucas Davenport: The protagonist, known for his intellect, charm, and occasional
recklessness. His character develops with each novel, showcasing growth in both his
professional and personal life.
- Marcy Davenport: Lucas's wife, who often provides emotional support and serves as a
grounding force in his life.
- Virgil Flowers: A fan-favorite character who becomes Davenport's ally in several books,
known for his laid-back attitude and sharp investigative skills.
- Del Capslock: A recurring police officer who often works alongside Davenport, providing
both comic relief and essential support in investigations.



Thematic Elements

The Prey series encompasses various themes that resonate with readers:

1. Justice vs. Morality: Davenport often grapples with the complexities of justice and
morality, questioning the legal system's effectiveness.
2. Human Psyche: Sandford delves into the minds of criminals, exploring what drives them
to commit heinous acts.
3. Corruption: Many novels address corruption within institutions, highlighting the
challenges faced by law enforcement.
4. Personal Growth: The evolution of Davenport and supporting characters reflects broader
themes of growth, resilience, and the impact of choices.

Conclusion

The Prey series by John Sandford stands as a testament to the enduring appeal of crime
fiction. With its engaging protagonist, intricate plots, and rich thematic elements, the series
has captivated readers for over three decades. Each novel in the series builds upon the last,
creating a tapestry of suspense, intrigue, and character development that keeps fans
eagerly anticipating the next installment. Whether you are a long-time reader or new to the
series, the Prey novels offer a thrilling journey into the world of crime and detection that is
both entertaining and thought-provoking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct order of the John Sandford Prey
series?
The John Sandford Prey series is typically ordered as follows: 1. Rules of Prey, 2. Shadow
Prey, 3. Eyes of Prey, 4. Silent Prey, 5. Winter Prey, 6. Night Prey, 7. Mind Prey, 8. Sudden
Prey, 9. Mortal Prey, 10. Naked Prey, 11. Broken Prey, 12. Storm Prey, 13. Buried Prey, 14.
Phantom Prey, 15. Wicked Prey, 16. Storm Prey, 17. Silken Prey, 18. Field of Prey, 19.
Gathering Prey, 20. Golden Prey, 21. Bloody Genius, 22. Ocean Prey, and 23. The
Investigator.

Who is the main character in the Prey series by John
Sandford?
The main character in the Prey series is Lucas Davenport, a skilled investigator and former
police officer who works for the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension.

Are the Prey novels by John Sandford standalone



stories or part of a series?
The Prey novels by John Sandford are part of a series, but each book can be read as a
standalone story, as they feature different cases and developments while maintaining
character continuity.

How many books are currently in the John Sandford
Prey series?
As of October 2023, there are 23 books in the John Sandford Prey series, with the latest
being 'The Investigator'.

What themes are commonly explored in the Prey
series?
Common themes in the Prey series include crime investigation, justice, morality, the
psychological aspects of crime, and the complexities of human behavior.
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Discover the complete John Sandford Prey series in order! Explore each thrilling installment and
dive into the world of Lucas Davenport. Learn more now!
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