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Journal of Roman Studies is an esteemed scholarly publication dedicated to the exploration and
analysis of Roman history, culture, language, and archaeology. Established in 1911 by the Society
for the Promotion of Roman Studies, this journal has become a pivotal resource for academics,
students, and enthusiasts of the ancient Roman world. With a broad range of topics covered in its
volumes, the Journal of Roman Studies serves not only as a repository of knowledge but also as a
platform for new research that contributes significantly to our understanding of ancient Rome.



History and Purpose of the Journal

The Journal of Roman Studies was founded in the early 20th century during a time when classical
studies were gaining prominence in the academic world. The journal's inception was driven by a
desire to create a dedicated space for scholars to publish their findings and engage in discourse
about Roman studies.

Founding and Early Years

- Establishment: The journal was launched in 1911 under the auspices of the Society for the
Promotion of Roman Studies.
- Early Contributors: The first issues featured contributions from leading scholars, establishing a
tradition of high-quality research.
- Focus: Initially, the journal concentrated on historical studies but gradually expanded to
encompass a broader range of topics including literature, art, and archaeology.

Evolution Over Time

- Growth: Over the decades, the journal has evolved in response to the changing landscape of Roman
studies, reflecting new methodologies and theoretical approaches.
- Interdisciplinary Approaches: The journal increasingly incorporates interdisciplinary perspectives,
drawing from fields such as anthropology, gender studies, and digital humanities.
- Global Reach: Today, the Journal of Roman Studies attracts submissions from scholars around the
world, reflecting the global interest in ancient Rome.

Content and Structure of the Journal

The Journal of Roman Studies is published biannually, with each issue featuring a diverse range of
articles, reviews, and reports. The content is meticulously curated to ensure high academic
standards and relevance to contemporary scholarship in Roman studies.

Types of Contributions

1. Research Articles: Original research pieces that present new findings or reinterpret existing data.
2. Review Articles: Comprehensive reviews of recent publications in the field that provide critical
insights and synthesize current scholarship.
3. Notes and Comments: Brief contributions that address specific issues or provide additional
context to previous articles.
4. Book Reviews: Detailed evaluations of new books relevant to Roman studies, offering scholars
guidance on current literature.



Thematic Issues

The journal occasionally publishes thematic issues focused on specific topics within Roman studies.
These issues bring together a collection of articles that examine a particular theme from multiple
perspectives, fostering depth and dialogue among contributors.

Impact and Influence

The Journal of Roman Studies is widely regarded as one of the leading publications in the field of
classical studies. Its influence extends beyond academia, impacting related disciplines and public
interest in Roman history.

Academic Influence

- Citations: The journal is frequently cited in scholarly work, reflecting its authority and the trust
placed in its content by the academic community.
- Research Funding: Many researchers use findings published in the journal to support funding
applications for their projects.
- Curriculum Development: The articles often serve as foundational readings in university courses on
Roman history and culture.

Public Engagement

- Outreach Programs: The Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, which publishes the journal,
often engages in outreach programs to promote Roman studies to the public.
- Digital Presence: An increasing number of articles and resources are made available online,
making the research accessible to a broader audience.

Key Topics in Roman Studies

The Journal of Roman Studies covers a wide array of topics, reflecting the complexity and richness of
Roman civilization. Some of the key areas of focus include:

History

- Political History: Analysis of key events, figures, and political systems of ancient Rome.
- Social History: Examination of the lives of ordinary Romans, including issues of class, gender, and
ethnicity.



Literature and Language

- Classical Literature: Studies on works of major authors such as Virgil, Ovid, and Cicero.
- Linguistic Analysis: Investigations into Latin language development and its influence on modern
languages.

Art and Architecture

- Visual Arts: Research on sculpture, painting, and decorative arts from the Roman period.
- Architectural Studies: Exploration of Roman engineering marvels, including aqueducts,
amphitheaters, and temples.

Archaeology

- Excavation Reports: Findings from archaeological sites that provide insight into Roman life.
- Material Culture: Analysis of artifacts, pottery, and everyday items that reveal social practices.

Challenges and Future Directions

While the Journal of Roman Studies has made significant contributions to the field, it faces several
challenges in the contemporary academic landscape.

Challenges

1. Funding and Resources: Like many academic journals, it relies on subscriptions and institutional
support, which can fluctuate.
2. Open Access: The movement towards open access publishing is reshaping how academic work is
disseminated and accessed.

Future Directions

- Digital Scholarship: Embracing technology to enhance research and make articles more accessible.
- Diversity and Inclusion: Encouraging submissions and research from diverse perspectives to enrich
the discourse in Roman studies.

Conclusion

The Journal of Roman Studies remains a cornerstone of classical scholarship, providing a vital



platform for research and discussion related to the ancient Roman world. Its commitment to high
academic standards, diverse topics, and interdisciplinary approaches ensures that it will continue to
play an essential role in the study of Rome for years to come. As the field evolves, the journal will
undoubtedly adapt, fostering new insights and understanding of one of history's most fascinating
civilizations. Through its pages, scholars not only preserve the legacy of ancient Rome but also
inspire future generations to explore and engage with its enduring significance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Journal of Roman Studies?
The Journal of Roman Studies is a scholarly publication dedicated to the study of ancient Rome,
covering various aspects such as history, archaeology, literature, and art.

How often is the Journal of Roman Studies published?
The Journal of Roman Studies is published biannually, typically releasing issues in June and
December each year.

Who publishes the Journal of Roman Studies?
The Journal of Roman Studies is published by the Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, which
is based in the United Kingdom.

What types of articles can be found in the Journal of Roman
Studies?
The journal features a variety of articles, including original research papers, review articles, and
critical essays related to Roman studies.

Is the Journal of Roman Studies peer-reviewed?
Yes, the Journal of Roman Studies employs a rigorous peer-review process to ensure the quality and
scholarly integrity of the published research.

Can I access the Journal of Roman Studies online?
Yes, the Journal of Roman Studies is available online through various academic databases and the
publisher's website, providing access to current and past issues.

What is the impact factor of the Journal of Roman Studies?
The impact factor of the Journal of Roman Studies varies annually, reflecting its influence and
citation frequency within the academic community, and can be checked on journal metrics
platforms.

How can I submit an article to the Journal of Roman Studies?
To submit an article to the Journal of Roman Studies, authors should follow the submission



guidelines provided on the journal's website, which detail the formatting and review process.
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