
Kansas State Quarterback History

Kansas State quarterback history is a rich and storied narrative that
reflects the evolution of college football in the state of Kansas. From its
inception in the late 19th century to the modern-day era, Kansas State
University has produced a plethora of talented quarterbacks who have left an
indelible mark on the program and the sport. This article delves into the
history of K-State quarterbacks, highlighting their achievements,
contributions, and the impact they have had on the university's football
legacy.

The Early Years of Kansas State Football

Kansas State University, located in Manhattan, Kansas, began its football
program in 1896. The early years were characterized by a lack of organization
and structure, but as the game evolved, so did the role of the quarterback.

Early Quarterbacks (1896-1940)

In the early days of K-State football, the quarterback position was not as
defined as it is today. Players often played multiple roles, and the term
"quarterback" was loosely applied. Some of the notable early quarterbacks
include:

- Hugh "Hoot" Gibson (1910-1913): One of the first notable quarterbacks for



K-State, Gibson was known for his leadership and versatility on the field.
- Warren "Bud" McClure (1931-1934): McClure was an early standout who helped
lead K-State to its first bowl appearance in the 1934 Cotton Bowl.

These early quarterbacks set the groundwork for what would become a more
structured offensive system in the decades to come.

The Rise of K-State Football (1940-1980)

The post-war era saw a significant transformation in college football, with
an increased emphasis on the passing game. This period brought several
notable quarterbacks to Kansas State, each contributing to the team's
development.

Notable Quarterbacks from 1940-1980

- Charlie Hanger (1941-1943): Hanger was one of the first K-State
quarterbacks to incorporate a more modern passing attack, helping to elevate
the team’s competitive status.
- Lynn Dickey (1970-1972): Dickey is often regarded as one of the best
quarterbacks in K-State history. He set numerous passing records during his
tenure and later enjoyed a successful NFL career.
- Steve Grogan (1972-1975): Grogan was known for his dual-threat capability,
effectively combining passing and rushing, which became a hallmark of future
K-State quarterbacks.

The Bill Snyder Era (1989-2005)

The arrival of head coach Bill Snyder in 1989 marked a turning point for
Kansas State football. Snyder transformed the program from a perennial
underdog into a national contender, and the quarterback position became a
focal point of his offensive strategy.

Star Quarterbacks of the Snyder Era

- Michael Bishop (1996-1998): Bishop was a dynamic playmaker who led the
Wildcats to the first BCS bowl appearance in school history—the 1998 Fiesta
Bowl. He was a Heisman Trophy finalist in 1998 and is remembered for his
explosive playing style.
- Ell Roberson (2001-2003): Roberson continued the legacy of dual-threat
quarterbacks at K-State, leading the team to several successful seasons and a
Big 12 Championship.
- Darren Sproles (2001-2004): While primarily known as a running back,



Sproles also played a significant role as a quarterback in certain offensive
schemes, showcasing the versatility of K-State's offensive strategy.

The Post-Snyder Transition (2005-Present)

After Snyder's retirement in 2005, Kansas State experienced a mixture of
success and rebuilding phases. The quarterback position continued to play a
crucial role in the team's fortunes.

Key Quarterbacks in the Modern Era

- Josh Freeman (2006-2008): Freeman was a standout quarterback who set
multiple school records during his time at K-State. He went on to have a
successful career in the NFL, further solidifying K-State's reputation for
producing quality quarterbacks.
- Collin Klein (2010-2013): Klein was a dual-threat quarterback who won the
Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year in 2012. His leadership and ability to
perform under pressure led K-State to a Big 12 Championship in 2012 and a BCS
bowl appearance.
- Skylar Thompson (2017-2021): Thompson became a key player for K-State,
showcasing resilience and adaptability throughout his career. He was a leader
both on and off the field, helping guide the team through various challenges.

The Impact of Kansas State Quarterbacks

The legacy of Kansas State quarterbacks extends beyond just statistics and
accolades. They have played a pivotal role in shaping the identity of the
football program and inspiring future generations of players.

Contributions to the Program's Legacy

- Record-Setting Performances: Many K-State quarterbacks have set school
records in passing yards, touchdowns, and completions, contributing to the
program's offensive evolution.
- NFL Success: Several K-State quarterbacks have transitioned to successful
careers in the NFL, enhancing the program's reputation as a breeding ground
for professional talent.
- Cultural Impact: Quarterbacks like Michael Bishop and Collin Klein have
become cultural icons at K-State, representing the spirit of determination
and resilience that defines the Wildcats.



Conclusion

The Kansas State quarterback history is a testament to the evolution of the
game and the role of leadership on the field. From the early days of college
football to the modern era, K-State quarterbacks have consistently raised the
bar, impacting the program and the sport as a whole. As the Wildcats continue
to build on their storied past, the legacy of their quarterbacks will
undoubtedly remain a focal point of Kansas State football for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the all-time leading passer for Kansas State
University?
The all-time leading passer for Kansas State University is Jesse Ertz, who
played from 2013 to 2017.

Which Kansas State quarterback won the Big 12
Offensive Player of the Year award?
Collin Klein won the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year award in 2012.

What notable achievement did Michael Bishop
accomplish during his time at Kansas State?
Michael Bishop finished third in the Heisman Trophy voting in 1998 while
leading Kansas State to a successful season.

Which Kansas State quarterback led the team to its
first-ever Big 12 Championship?
Bill Snyder's team, led by quarterback Michael Bishop, won the Big 12
Championship in 1998.

Who was Kansas State's starting quarterback during
their 2012 season?
Collin Klein was the starting quarterback for Kansas State during the 2012
season.

In what year did Kansas State University first start
playing varsity football?
Kansas State University first started playing varsity football in 1896.



Which Kansas State QB was known for his dual-threat
capabilities and set several school records?
Josh Freeman, who played from 2006 to 2008, was known for his dual-threat
capabilities and set multiple school records.

What impact did quarterback Skylar Thompson have on
Kansas State football?
Skylar Thompson, who played from 2017 to 2021, made significant contributions
as a leader and helped the team secure several key victories, becoming one of
the top quarterbacks in K-State history.
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