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Keeley Compressor Plus Manual: An Essential Guide for Musicians and Audio Engineers

The Keeley Compressor Plus Manual serves as a comprehensive resource for musicians and
audio engineers alike, helping them to fully understand and utilize one of the most
acclaimed guitar effects pedals available today. Whether you're a seasoned professional or
a beginner, this manual provides valuable insights into the features, settings, and
operational techniques of the Keeley Compressor Plus. In this article, we will delve into the
intricacies of the pedal, explore its components, and provide tips on how to get the most
out of your compression effects.

Introduction to the Keeley Compressor Plus

The Keeley Compressor Plus is a powerful and versatile compressor pedal designed for
guitarists, bassists, and even keyboard players. It offers a range of compression settings
that can help you achieve everything from subtle enhancement to dramatic sound shaping.
With its compact design and user-friendly interface, this pedal is an excellent addition to
any pedalboard.

Key Features

The Keeley Compressor Plus comes packed with features that make it stand out in the
crowded effects pedal market:

1. Dual Compression Modes: The pedal offers both a standard compression mode and a
"Plus" mode, allowing users to choose between traditional compression and a more
modern, transparent compression effect.
2. Blend Control: This unique feature enables users to mix the dry and compressed signals,
allowing for greater control over the tone.
3. Attack and Release Controls: These controls allow you to shape the transient response of
your instrument, giving you the ability to emphasize or soften the attack of your notes.
4. LED Indicator: The bright LED indicator provides clear visual feedback on the pedal's



status, making it easy to see when the effect is engaged.
5. True Bypass Switching: This ensures that your signal remains unaffected when the pedal
is turned off, preserving your tone.
6. Compact Design: The Keeley Compressor Plus is designed to fit easily on any pedalboard
without taking up too much space.

Understanding Compression

Before diving into the specifics of the Keeley Compressor Plus, it's essential to understand
what compression is and how it affects your sound.

What is Compression?

Compression is an audio processing technique that reduces the dynamic range of a sound
signal. It works by lowering the volume of loud sounds and raising the volume of softer
sounds, resulting in a more balanced output. This can help to:

- Enhance sustain on guitar notes.
- Smooth out uneven playing dynamics.
- Add clarity to your overall sound.

How Compression Works

The basic components of compression include:

- Threshold: The level at which the compressor begins to work. Signals above this level will
be compressed.
- Ratio: This determines how much compression is applied once the threshold is exceeded.
For example, a 4:1 ratio means that for every 4 dB over the threshold, the output will only
increase by 1 dB.
- Attack: This controls how quickly the compressor responds once the threshold is crossed.
A fast attack time can tighten the sound, while a slow attack allows more of the initial
transient through before compression kicks in.
- Release: This controls how quickly the compressor stops applying gain reduction after the
signal falls below the threshold.
- Makeup Gain: After compression, the output level may be lower than the input. Makeup
gain allows you to boost the overall level of the compressed signal.

Setting Up the Keeley Compressor Plus

Setting up the Keeley Compressor Plus is straightforward. Here’s a step-by-step guide to
get you started:



Step 1: Connecting the Pedal

1. Power Supply: Connect the Keeley Compressor Plus to a power supply that matches the
pedal’s requirements (typically 9V DC).
2. Input and Output: Use a 1/4" instrument cable to connect your guitar to the input jack
and another cable to connect the output jack to your amplifier or other pedals.

Step 2: Adjusting Initial Settings

1. Start with all knobs at noon: This is a good baseline to begin your adjustments.
2. Engage the pedal: Turn on the Keeley Compressor Plus and listen to how it affects your
tone.

Step 3: Fine-Tuning Your Sound

- Threshold: Adjust this knob to determine at what level the compression begins. Lower
settings will result in more compression.
- Ratio: Start with a moderate ratio (around 4:1) and adjust based on your desired effect.
- Attack: Experiment with different attack settings. Faster attack can help to tighten your
sound, while slower settings can preserve more of the initial transient.
- Release: Set the release to a comfortable speed to ensure that the compression sounds
natural. Too fast may result in a pumping effect, while too slow can make it sound sluggish.
- Blend: Use the blend knob to mix the compressed signal with your dry signal, allowing you
to maintain some of your original tone.

Tips for Using the Keeley Compressor Plus

To maximize the potential of your Keeley Compressor Plus, consider the following tips:

1. Experiment with Different Instruments: While the pedal is designed with guitarists in
mind, it can also enhance the sound of bass guitars, keyboards, and even vocals.
2. Use it in a Chain: Try placing the Keeley Compressor Plus before or after other effects in
your signal chain to see how it interacts with them.
3. Live Performance Settings: For live situations, consider setting the pedal for a more
pronounced compression to help maintain a consistent volume level in a band mix.
4. Recording: When recording, use the Keeley Compressor Plus to shape your sound before
it hits the mixing board, allowing for a polished and professional sound.

Common Troubleshooting

While the Keeley Compressor Plus is designed for ease of use, you may encounter some
common issues. Here are some troubleshooting tips:



Pedal Won't Power On

- Check the power supply to ensure it’s functioning correctly.
- Verify that the power supply matches the pedal’s voltage and polarity requirements.

Unwanted Noise or Humming

- Inspect all cables and connections for damage or loose connections.
- Try repositioning the pedal to see if it is affected by interference from other electronic
devices.

Sound is Too Compressed or Not Enough Compression

- Review your settings; ensure that the threshold and ratio knobs are set appropriately for
your desired sound.
- Experiment with different settings to find the right balance.

Conclusion

The Keeley Compressor Plus Manual is an invaluable tool for anyone looking to enhance
their sound through compression. With its robust features and intuitive controls, this pedal
offers musicians the versatility to achieve a wide range of tonal possibilities. By
understanding how compression works and how to effectively utilize the Keeley Compressor
Plus, you can elevate your playing and create a polished, professional sound that stands
out in any setting. Embrace the power of compression, and let the Keeley Compressor Plus
become an essential part of your musical toolkit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Keeley Compressor Plus and what are its
primary functions?
The Keeley Compressor Plus is a high-quality compressor pedal designed for guitarists and
musicians. Its primary functions include dynamic range compression, enhancing sustain,
and providing a natural sound while allowing for flexible tone shaping.

How do I set up the Keeley Compressor Plus for optimal
performance?
To set up the Keeley Compressor Plus, connect your guitar to the input jack, then connect
the output to your amplifier. Start with the level and sustain knobs at noon for a baseline,



and adjust from there based on your desired sound. Experiment with the blend knob to mix
your dry and compressed signals.

What are the key features of the Keeley Compressor
Plus?
Key features of the Keeley Compressor Plus include a blend knob for parallel compression, a
sustain control for adjusting the level of compression, a level control for overall output
volume, and a toggle switch for engaging or bypassing the circuit. It also features an optical
compression mode for smoother dynamics.

Can the Keeley Compressor Plus be used with other
pedals?
Yes, the Keeley Compressor Plus can be used with other pedals. It works well in various
pedalboard setups, and users often place it before overdrive or distortion pedals to
enhance sustain and clarity.

How does the Keeley Compressor Plus compare to other
compressor pedals?
The Keeley Compressor Plus is known for its versatility and transparency compared to other
compressor pedals. It offers both optical and FET compression, allowing users to achieve a
wide range of tonal options, making it a popular choice among professionals and hobbyists
alike.

Where can I find the manual for the Keeley Compressor
Plus?
The manual for the Keeley Compressor Plus can be found on the official Keeley Electronics
website in the support or downloads section. It is often available as a PDF that you can
download and print for reference.
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