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Just Being Audrey by Cardillo Margaret 2011 Hardcover is a captivating children's book that celebrates the
life and legacy of the iconic actress, philanthropist, and humanitarian, Audrey Hepburn. Published in 2011 by
Cardillo Margaret, this beautifully illustrated hardcover book takes young readers on a journey through the
inspiring story of a woman who became a symbol of grace, elegance, and compassion. In this article, we will
delve into various aspects of "Just Being Audrey," including its themes, illustrations, impact, and legacy.

Overview of the Book

"Just Being Audrey" is not just a biography; it's a heartfelt tribute to the essence of Audrey Hepburn. The book



is designed for children and aims to introduce them to the remarkable life of this beloved figure.

Author and Illustrator

The book is authored by Margaret Cardillo, who has a knack for storytelling that resonates with young
audiences. Cardillo's writing style is accessible, engaging, and educational, making the book suitable for
children aged 5 to 10. The illustrations are beautifully crafted by Julia Denos, who captures the elegance of
Audrey Hepburn in every page. Denos's artwork complements Cardillo's words, bringing Hepburn's story to life
with vibrant colors and charming depictions.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Audrey’s early life in Belgium during World War II. It touches on her experiences of
hardship and hunger, which shaped her perspective on life. As the story progresses, readers learn about her
journey to becoming a dancer and actress, ultimately leading to her rise as a Hollywood icon in the 1950s and
1960s.

Key moments include:

1. Her childhood in Belgium and the impact of war.
2. Her early career as a ballerina and actress.
3. Iconic roles in films such as "Breakfast at Tiffany's" and "Roman Holiday."
4. Her work as a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador later in life.

The book emphasizes not just her fame but also her humanitarian efforts, showing young readers that being a
star is about more than just glamour.

Themes Explored in the Book

"Just Being Audrey" encompasses various themes that are significant for young readers:

Resilience and Overcoming Adversity

Audrey Hepburn's life was marked by challenges, particularly during her childhood years in Nazi-occupied
Europe. The book illustrates how she overcame these obstacles with resilience and determination, serving as an
inspiration for children facing their own difficulties.

The Importance of Kindness and Giving Back

One of the most poignant messages of the book is the importance of kindness. Audrey’s commitment to
humanitarian work is highlighted, teaching children that success is not solely measured by fame and fortune but
also by the impact one can have on others.

Embracing Individuality

The narrative encourages children to embrace their uniqueness. Audrey Hepburn was known for her distinct



style and personality, and the book celebrates the idea that being different is something to be cherished.

Illustrations and Design

The illustrations in "Just Being Audrey" play a crucial role in conveying the story. Julia Denos's artwork is
infused with a sense of whimsy and charm, perfectly matching the tone of Cardillo’s writing.

Artistic Style

Denos employs soft colors and fluid lines, creating a dreamlike quality that draws readers into Hepburn's
world. The illustrations capture key moments from Audrey's life, making them relatable and engaging for
children.

Visual Storytelling

The combination of text and illustration allows for a rich visual storytelling experience. Children can enjoy
the art independently, even if they are not yet able to read the text fluently, fostering a love for both books
and art.

Impact and Reception

"Just Being Audrey" has received positive reviews from parents, educators, and literary critics alike. Its
educational value and inspirational message make it a popular choice for children's literature.

Critical Acclaim

The book has been praised for its:

- Educational Content: It provides a glimpse into history and the importance of humanitarian work.
- Engaging Storytelling: Cardillo's narrative is both informative and enjoyable.
- Beautiful Illustrations: The artwork captivates readers and enhances the storytelling experience.

Use in Educational Settings

Many educators have incorporated "Just Being Audrey" into their lesson plans, using it to discuss themes such
as resilience, kindness, and the importance of helping others. The book serves as a tool for discussions about
historical events, particularly World War II, and the role of prominent figures in shaping society.

Legacy of Audrey Hepburn

Audrey Hepburn's legacy is multifaceted. She is remembered not only for her contributions to film but also for
her humanitarian efforts.



Influence on Popular Culture

Hepburn continues to be an influential figure in popular culture, with her style and grace inspiring countless
individuals. Her films remain classics, and her image is often associated with elegance and sophistication.

Humanitarian Work

Beyond her film career, Hepburn dedicated her later years to UNICEF, where she worked tirelessly to improve the
lives of children around the world. This aspect of her life is crucial for young readers to understand, as it
emphasizes the importance of giving back to society.

Conclusion

"Just Being Audrey" by Cardillo Margaret is more than just a children's book; it is an inspiring narrative that
introduces young readers to the life of a remarkable woman. Through its engaging storytelling and beautiful
illustrations, the book captures the essence of Audrey Hepburn and imparts valuable lessons about resilience,
kindness, and the importance of embracing one’s individuality.

As children read about Audrey's life, they not only learn about a Hollywood icon but also internalize the
values of empathy, charity, and perseverance. "Just Being Audrey" is a timeless treasure that will undoubtedly
resonate with generations of readers, encouraging them to aspire to be their best selves while making a
difference in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Just Being Audrey' by Margaret Cardillo?
The main theme of 'Just Being Audrey' revolves around self-acceptance, individuality, and the impact of iconic
figures on personal identity, as it explores the life of Audrey Hepburn and her journey to becoming a beloved
actress and humanitarian.

Who is the target audience for 'Just Being Audrey'?
'Just Being Audrey' is primarily aimed at middle-grade readers, but it also appeals to adults who admire Audrey
Hepburn and are interested in her life story and legacy.

What is the significance of Audrey Hepburn in the book?
Audrey Hepburn is significant in the book as a role model for embracing one's uniqueness, overcoming hardships,
and making a positive impact on the world, serving as inspiration for readers to pursue their dreams.

How does 'Just Being Audrey' depict Audrey Hepburn's childhood?
'Just Being Audrey' depicts Hepburn's childhood as challenging due to her experiences during World War II,
highlighting her resilience and the formative experiences that shaped her values and future career.

What narrative style is used in 'Just Being Audrey'?
'Just Being Audrey' employs a biographical narrative style that combines storytelling with factual accounts
of Hepburn's life, making it accessible and engaging for young readers.



Are there illustrations in 'Just Being Audrey'?
Yes, 'Just Being Audrey' features beautiful illustrations that complement the text and enhance the
storytelling, making it visually appealing for its readers.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Just Being Audrey'?
Readers can learn valuable lessons about kindness, resilience, the importance of following one's passion, and
the impact of using one's platform for good, all inspired by Audrey Hepburn's life and actions.

Is 'Just Being Audrey' a standalone book or part of a series?
'Just Being Audrey' is a standalone book, focusing solely on the life and influence of Audrey Hepburn without
being part of a series.

What year was 'Just Being Audrey' published?
'Just Being Audrey' was published in 2011, and it has since gained popularity for its heartfelt portrayal of
Audrey Hepburn's life.
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