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Journal of Japanese Studies is a prominent academic publication dedicated to
the exploration and analysis of various aspects of Japanese culture, society,
history, and language. Established to foster scholarly dialogue and research,
this journal serves as a critical platform for researchers, scholars, and
students interested in the multifaceted dimensions of Japan. By publishing
peer-reviewed articles, the journal aims to contribute significantly to the
field of Japanese studies, offering insights that are both rigorous and
accessible.



History and Evolution of the Journal

The Journal of Japanese Studies was first launched in the late 1970s, a
period marked by increasing global interest in Japan as an economic
powerhouse and cultural phenomenon. Initially, the journal focused on a
narrow range of topics primarily related to economics and politics. However,
over the decades, it has evolved to encompass a broader spectrum of
disciplines, reflecting the rich tapestry of Japanese life and thought.

Founding Goals and Objectives

The founding editors had several key goals in mind:

1. Promotion of Interdisciplinary Research: One of the primary objectives was
to encourage scholars from various academic backgrounds—such as anthropology,
sociology, history, and literature—to contribute their insights on Japan.

2. Global Accessibility: The journal aimed to make high-quality research
available to a global audience, ensuring that findings and discussions on
Japan could reach scholars, policymakers, and the general public worldwide.

3. Peer Review Standards: By establishing a robust peer-review process, the
journal sought to maintain high academic standards, ensuring that only
rigorous and impactful research was published.

Notable Milestones

Over the years, the Journal of Japanese Studies has achieved several
significant milestones:

- Expansion of Topics: The journal's scope has broadened to include topics
such as contemporary Japanese art, literature, film studies, and the impacts
of globalization on Japanese society.

- International Collaborations: The journal has established partnerships with
various international academic institutions, promoting cross-cultural
research collaborations.

- Digital Accessibility: In recent years, the journal has embraced digital
platforms, making articles available online, thus increasing its reach and
impact.



Content and Structure

The content of the Journal of Japanese Studies is diverse, reflecting the
complexities of Japanese society. Each issue typically includes a mix of the
following:

Research Articles

These are the cornerstone of the journal, offering in-depth analysis and
original research on various topics. Articles often undergo a rigorous peer-
review process to ensure quality and validity. Topics can range from
historical analyses of feudal Japan to contemporary studies on youth culture.

Book Reviews

The journal frequently includes reviews of recent publications in the field.
These reviews serve to highlight significant works and provide critical
assessments, helping scholars stay updated on new research trends and
methodologies.

Special Issues

Occasionally, the journal publishes special issues dedicated to specific
themes or events. These issues bring together contributions from various
scholars, providing multiple perspectives on a central topic. Examples might
include special editions focused on Japanese pop culture or responses to
significant political events.

Key Themes in Japanese Studies

The Journal of Japanese Studies covers a wide array of themes, reflecting the
complexities and nuances of Japan. Some of the key themes include:

Cultural Studies

Japanese culture is rich and diverse, and articles often explore:

- Traditional Arts: Studies on Noh, Kabuki, and Ikebana.
- Popular Culture: Analysis of anime, manga, and J-pop.
- Literature: Exploration of both historical texts and contemporary



literature.

History and Politics

This theme examines Japan's historical evolution and its political landscape,
focusing on:

- Feudal Japan: The influence of samurai culture and the shogunate.
- Modern History: Japan’s transformation during the Meiji Restoration.
- Contemporary Issues: Analysis of Japan’s role in global politics and
economics.

Society and Anthropology

Research in this area delves into the social structures, behaviors, and norms
of Japanese society:

- Family Dynamics: Studies on changing family structures and gender roles.
- Urbanization: The impact of urban life on traditional values.
- Rural Studies: Examination of rural communities and their challenges.

The Impact of the Journal on the Academic
Community

The Journal of Japanese Studies has made a significant impact on the academic
community and beyond. Its contributions can be seen in various ways:

Advancement of Knowledge

By providing a platform for high-quality research, the journal has advanced
understanding in the field of Japanese studies, influencing new research
directions and inspiring scholars.

Networking Opportunities

The journal facilitates networking among scholars, creating a community of
researchers who can collaborate and share insights. Conferences and
symposiums often arise from connections made through the publication.



Influence on Policy Making

Research published in the journal often informs policymakers, contributing to
a better understanding of Japan's cultural and political contexts, which is
crucial for diplomatic relations and economic partnerships.

How to Contribute to the Journal

Scholars interested in contributing to the Journal of Japanese Studies can
follow these steps:

1. Select a Topic: Choose a relevant and original topic that aligns with the
journal’s thematic focus.

2. Conduct Research: Undertake thorough research, ensuring that your findings
are well-supported and contribute to existing scholarship.

3. Follow Submission Guidelines: Adhere to the journal's submission
guidelines regarding formatting, length, and citation styles.

4. Submit for Peer Review: Upon submission, your article will undergo a peer-
review process which may result in revisions before publication.

5. Engage with Feedback: Be open to feedback from reviewers, as it can help
refine your arguments and improve the overall quality of your work.

Conclusion

The Journal of Japanese Studies stands as a vital resource for scholars,
students, and anyone interested in the complexities of Japanese culture and
society. By offering a platform for diverse voices and interdisciplinary
research, it continues to contribute to the understanding of Japan in a
global context. As the world continues to change, the journal remains
committed to adapting and addressing new themes and questions, ensuring that
it remains at the forefront of Japanese studies for years to come. Through
its rigorous scholarship and commitment to quality, the journal not only
informs academia but also enriches public discourse about this fascinating
country.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary focus of the Journal of Japanese
Studies?
The Journal of Japanese Studies primarily focuses on interdisciplinary
research related to Japanese culture, history, literature, and society,
providing a platform for scholars to publish their findings.

Who publishes the Journal of Japanese Studies?
The Journal of Japanese Studies is published by the Association for Asian
Studies, Inc., which is dedicated to promoting the study of Asia and its
cultures.

How often is the Journal of Japanese Studies
published?
The Journal of Japanese Studies is published biannually, typically releasing
two issues each year.

What types of articles can be found in the Journal
of Japanese Studies?
The journal features a range of articles, including research articles,
critical essays, book reviews, and discussions on contemporary issues related
to Japan.

Is the Journal of Japanese Studies available online?
Yes, the Journal of Japanese Studies is available online through various
academic databases, providing access to its articles for subscribers and
institutional members.

How can researchers submit their work to the Journal
of Japanese Studies?
Researchers can submit their work through the journal's online submission
system, adhering to the guidelines provided for authors regarding formatting
and style.

What is the significance of the Journal of Japanese
Studies in academia?
The Journal of Japanese Studies is significant in academia as it serves as a
key resource for scholars, providing insights into Japanese studies and
fostering scholarly dialogue across disciplines.

Are there any specific themes or special issues



published in the Journal of Japanese Studies?
Yes, the journal occasionally publishes special issues focused on specific
themes or topics within Japanese studies, highlighting emerging trends and
scholarly debates.

How can the Journal of Japanese Studies contribute
to intercultural understanding?
By publishing diverse research on Japan, the Journal of Japanese Studies
contributes to intercultural understanding by illuminating the complexities
of Japanese society and its global interactions.
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