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‘A riveting true story of greed, serial murder and racial injustice’

Killers of the Flower Moon is a gripping non-fiction book written by David Grann that
delves into one of the most unsettling and overlooked chapters in American history—the
Osage murders of the 1920s. This compelling narrative unearths the dark tale of greed,
betrayal, and systemic racism that led to the deaths of numerous Osage Nation members,
all in the pursuit of oil wealth. Grann’s meticulous research and vivid storytelling bring
this tragic history to light, making it essential reading for anyone interested in American
history, crime, and social justice.



Overview of the Book

Published in 2017, Killers of the Flower Moon has garnered widespread acclaim for its
thorough investigation into the Osage murders. The book is not only a true crime account
but also a poignant exploration of the broader societal issues surrounding Native
American rights, exploitation, and the quest for justice. Grann's narrative is woven with
rich historical context, making it both informative and engaging.

The Background of the Osage Nation

To comprehend the significance of the events described in Killers of the Flower Moon, it is
essential to understand the historical context of the Osage Nation:

1. Land and Wealth: In the late 19th century, the Osage people were forcibly relocated to
a barren area in Oklahoma. However, beneath their land lay vast reserves of oil, which
would soon transform their fortunes.

2. Oil Boom: By the early 20th century, the Osage Nation became incredibly wealthy due
to oil royalties, leading to an influx of white settlers and opportunists seeking to exploit
their wealth.

3. Systemic Racism: The Osage faced rampant discrimination and exploitation. Their
wealth made them targets for fraud, manipulation, and ultimately, murder.

The Murders and Investigations

Grann meticulously documents the series of murders that began in the 1920s, a time when
members of the Osage Nation were being systematically killed for their oil rights.

The First Victims

The narrative begins with the mysterious death of Anna Brown, an Osage woman whose
family soon found themselves embroiled in a series of tragedies. As her relatives began to
die under suspicious circumstances, the community started to realize that a sinister
pattern was emerging.

Law Enforcement and the FBI's Involvement

The local law enforcement was largely ineffective, either due to corruption or indifference.
It was only after the relentless efforts of Anna’s family and the growing outcry that the
federal government intervened:



1. FBI Formation: The Osage murders coincided with the formation of the FBI under J.
Edgar Hoover, who was keen to improve the bureau's image by solving high-profile cases.

2. Investigation Challenges: The investigation faced numerous challenges, including a lack
of cooperation from locals and the pervasive influence of those involved in the murders.

3. Revelations of Corruption: As the investigation unfolded, it became clear that many

prominent white citizens were complicit in the crimes, leading to a shocking revelation of
widespread corruption.

The Themes Explored in the Book

Killers of the Flower Moon addresses several profound themes that resonate throughout
the narrative:

Greed and Exploitation

At its core, the book highlights how greed can corrupt individuals and entire communities.
The pursuit of wealth led to a complete disregard for human life, with the murderers often
motivated by the prospect of inheriting oil rights.

Racism and Injustice

Grann’s book also sheds light on the systemic racism faced by Native Americans. The
Osage murders were not isolated incidents but part of a larger pattern of oppression that
has persisted throughout history.

Justice and Accountability

The quest for justice is a central theme in the book. Despite the challenges, the eventual
prosecution of those involved in the murders serves as a reminder of the importance of
accountability.

The Impact of Killers of the Flower Moon

Since its publication, Killers of the Flower Moon has had a significant impact on both
historical scholarship and popular culture. Its success has led to increased awareness of
the Osage murders and the injustices faced by Indigenous peoples in America.



Cultural Resonance

1. Increased Interest in Native American History: The book has inspired readers to explore
more about Native American history and issues.

2. Adaptation into Film: The narrative has been adapted into a major motion picture
directed by Martin Scorsese, further bringing attention to this tragic story.

3. Educational Use: Many educators have incorporated the book into curricula to discuss
themes of racism, justice, and the history of Native American relations in the United
States.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann is more than just a true crime
story; it is a critical exploration of greed, injustice, and the quest for truth. Through his
meticulous research and compelling narrative, Grann not only tells the story of the Osage
murders but also sheds light on the broader implications of these events for American
history and society. This book serves as an essential reminder of the need for justice and
recognition of the rights of Indigenous peoples. Whether you’re a history buff, a true crime
enthusiast, or someone interested in social justice, Killers of the Flower Moon is a must-
read that will leave a lasting impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Killers of the Flower Moon'?

The main theme of 'Killers of the Flower Moon' is the systemic racism and exploitation
faced by the Osage Nation in the early 20th century, particularly focusing on the murders
of Osage people for their oil wealth.

Who is the author of 'Killers of the Flower Moon'?

The author of 'Killers of the Flower Moon' is David Grann.

What historical events does the book cover?

The book covers the series of murders of Osage Indians in the 1920s, which were part of a
larger conspiracy to steal their oil-rich land and wealth.

How does the book depict the role of the FBI?

The book highlights the early involvement of the FBI in investigating the Osage murders,
showcasing its transition under J. Edgar Hoover and the challenges faced by agents in
solving the case.



What impact did the Osage murders have on American
history?

The Osage murders had a significant impact on American history as they exposed the
extent of racial prejudice and corruption, leading to changes in laws regarding Native
American rights and the investigation of crimes against them.

Is 'Killers of the Flower Moon' a work of fiction or non-
fiction?

'Killers of the Flower Moon' is a non-fiction book that combines historical research with
narrative storytelling.

What critical reception did 'Killers of the Flower Moon'
receive?

The book received widespread acclaim for its thorough research, compelling narrative,
and its shedding light on a largely overlooked chapter of American history.

Has 'Killers of the Flower Moon' been adapted into any
other media?

Yes, 'Killers of the Flower Moon' has been adapted into a film directed by Martin Scorsese,
featuring Leonardo DiCaprio and Robert De Niro.

What were the motives behind the murders described in
the book?

The motives behind the murders were primarily financial, as perpetrators sought to gain
control of the oil wealth owned by the Osage people.

What does the title 'Killers of the Flower Moon' refer to?

The title refers to a specific time in the Osage calendar when the murders occurred,
symbolizing death and betrayal during a period that should have represented prosperity.
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