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John Niven's The Second Coming is a thought-provoking novel that combines elements of satire,
humor, and philosophical musings on faith, morality, and the human condition. Published in 2006,
this book has garnered attention for its unconventional approach to the subject of religion and the
second coming of Christ. Niven, a Scottish author known for his sharp wit and dark humor, utilizes
his narrative to explore the complexities of modern life and the challenges faced by humanity in an
increasingly secular world.

Overview of the Plot

At its core, The Second Coming tells the story of a disillusioned God who, tired of humanity’s
transgressions and the chaos wrought by religious dogma, decides to return to Earth. This return,
however, is not in the form of a grand, divine appearance but rather through the life of a hapless,
unremarkable man named Jim. As God inhabits Jim's body, he embarks on a journey filled with
absurdity and existential dilemmas.

The novel unfolds in a contemporary setting, showcasing various societal issues that resonate with
readers today. Niven cleverly intertwines elements of farce with deep philosophical questions,
leading readers to ponder the nature of faith, the existence of evil, and the role of divine intervention
in a world that often seems devoid of it.



Main Characters

The characters in The Second Coming are pivotal in driving the narrative and highlighting its
themes. Here are some of the key figures:

1. God/Jim: The central character who represents the divine aspect, God chooses to experience
human life through Jim, a man struggling with his own demons. Jim's character is relatable,
embodying the flaws and failures that are part of the human experience.

2. Lindsay: Jim’s love interest, who provides a grounding influence amid the chaos. Her character
highlights themes of love and redemption, as she grapples with her own beliefs and the implications
of Jim's transformation.

3. The Antichrist: A significant antagonist in the story, the Antichrist serves as a representation of all
that opposes divine goodness. His presence adds tension and conflict, forcing characters to confront
their beliefs and moral choices.

4. Various Supporting Characters: Niven populates the story with a variety of supporting characters,
each representing different facets of modern society, from cynicism to unwavering faith. These
characters help to enrich the narrative and provide multiple perspectives on the central themes.

Themes and Motifs

Niven's The Second Coming is rich with themes that provoke thought and discussion. Below are
some of the most prominent motifs explored in the narrative:

1. Faith and Doubt

One of the most significant themes in the novel is the exploration of faith and doubt. As God
navigates the complexities of human existence through Jim, he witnesses the myriad ways in which
people grapple with their beliefs. This theme invites readers to reflect on their spiritual journeys and
the nature of belief in a world fraught with uncertainty.

2. Morality and Ethics

Niven does not shy away from examining moral questions throughout the story. The characters face
dilemmas that force them to confront their values, leading to a broader commentary on the ethical
choices individuals make in the face of societal pressures. The narrative challenges readers to
consider what it means to lead a good life and the role of divine guidance in moral decision-making.

3. The Absurdity of Existence



The novel employs humor and satire to highlight the absurdity of human existence. Niven's witty
prose and outrageous scenarios create a juxtaposition between the divine and the mundane,
prompting readers to laugh while also reflecting on the deeper meaning of life and the human
condition.

4. The Role of Religion in Society

Through the lens of Jim's experiences, Niven explores the often convoluted relationship between
religion and society. The book critiques organized religion, examining how dogma can lead to
division and conflict. It also suggests that spirituality can be found outside traditional religious
frameworks, emphasizing personal belief and the search for meaning.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, The Second Coming received a mix of acclaim and criticism. Many praised Niven's
ability to tackle sensitive subjects with humor and intelligence, appreciating his unique voice and
storytelling style. Critics lauded the novel for its engaging narrative and the depth of its character
development.

However, some readers found the book’s irreverent approach to religion controversial. The humor
and satire may not resonate with everyone, particularly those with strong religious convictions.

Nonetheless, the novel has sparked conversations around faith, morality, and the human experience,
indicating its impact on contemporary literature.

Key Takeaways from the Novel

For readers who delve into The Second Coming, several key takeaways emerge from the narrative:

- Embrace Uncertainty: The novel encourages readers to accept the uncertainties of life and faith,
illustrating that doubt can coexist with belief.

- Seek Personal Meaning: Niven suggests that spirituality is a personal journey, and individuals can
find meaning outside traditional religious structures.

- Question Dogma: The book challenges readers to critically examine their beliefs and the teachings
of organized religions, advocating for a more personal and compassionate approach to spirituality.

- Humor as a Coping Mechanism: Niven demonstrates how humor can serve as a powerful tool in
dealing with life’s absurdities and challenges.

Conclusion

John Niven's The Second Coming is a compelling and thought-provoking exploration of faith,



morality, and the human condition. Through its engaging narrative and richly developed characters,
the novel invites readers to reflect on their beliefs and the complexities of modern life. The
combination of satire and profound philosophical questions makes it a significant work in
contemporary literature, encouraging discussions around spirituality and the role of religion in
society.

As readers navigate Jim's journey and the absurdities of existence, they are reminded that the
search for meaning is a universal endeavor—one that transcends time, culture, and belief. Niven's
work ultimately serves as a reminder of the power of storytelling to illuminate the human
experience, inviting both laughter and contemplation in equal measure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of John Niven's 'The Second
Coming'?

The novel explores the return of Christ in modern times, focusing on his attempts to navigate
contemporary society and the challenges he faces from both the media and the world at large.

Who is the main character in 'The Second Coming'?

The main character is a modern-day version of Jesus Christ, who is portrayed with a blend of humor
and seriousness as he interacts with a society that is often indifferent or hostile to his message.

How does John Niven incorporate humor into 'The Second
Coming'?

Niven uses satirical elements to critique modern culture, religion, and society, often highlighting the
absurdities of contemporary life through witty dialogue and ironic situations.

What themes are explored in 'The Second Coming'?

The novel delves into themes such as faith, redemption, the nature of belief, and the clash between
traditional values and modernity, all while maintaining a humorous tone.

What is the tone of 'The Second Coming'?

The tone is a mix of dark comedy and satire, with Niven balancing serious philosophical questions
with irreverent humor and social commentary.

How has 'The Second Coming' been received by critics and
readers?

The book has received mixed reviews, with some praising its cleverness and humor while others
criticize it for being too irreverent or controversial in its treatment of religious themes.



What sets 'The Second Coming' apart from other novels about
religious themes?

Its unique approach of reimagining a biblical figure in a contemporary setting and using sharp satire
to critique modern society distinguishes it from more traditional religious narratives.

Is 'The Second Coming' part of a larger series or a standalone
novel?

It is a standalone novel, though it shares thematic elements with Niven's other works, which often
explore similar satirical and philosophical issues.
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