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Justin Morgan had a horse, a phrase that resonates deeply within American
folklore and equestrian history. This saying is not merely a nostalgic nod to
a bygone era; it encapsulates the legacy of a remarkable man and his
extraordinary horse. The story of Justin Morgan and his horse has become a
symbol of American ingenuity, resilience, and the deep bond between humans
and animals. This article delves into the life of Justin Morgan, the origins
of his horse, and the profound impact they had on American culture,
particularly in the realm of horse breeding and agriculture.



Who Was Justin Morgan?

Justin Morgan was born in 1747 in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. He was a man
of many talents—an accomplished musician, a schoolteacher, and a farmer.
However, it is his association with a remarkable horse that would earn him a
lasting legacy. In the early 19th century, Justin Morgan moved to Vermont,
where he became known as a skilled horse trainer and breeder.

Early Life

- Born to a family of modest means, Justin Morgan was one of several
children.

- He showed an early interest in music and education, eventually becoming a
schoolteacher.

- Morgan's love for horses developed over time, leading him to acquire and
train various breeds.

The Move to Vermont

- In the late 1700s, Morgan relocated to Vermont, which was then a burgeoning
frontier.

- His experiences as a farmer and teacher helped him establish a reputation
within the local community.

- Morgan became known for his ability to train horses, which would play a
pivotal role in his future.

The Legendary Horse

The horse that would come to symbolize Justin Morgan's legacy was a stallion
originally known as "Figure." Born around 1789, Figure was a mixed breed
horse, part Thoroughbred, part Norfolk Trotter, and part Morgan horse. This
unique lineage contributed to his remarkable physical traits and temperament,
making him an exemplary performer in various equestrian disciplines.

Figure’s Characteristics

- Physical Attributes: Figure stood about 14.2 hands high, with a muscular
build, strong legs, and a beautiful, refined head.

- Temperament: He was known for his intelligence and willingness to work,
traits that endeared him to Morgan and many others who encountered him.

- Versatility: Figure excelled in various tasks, from plowing fields to
racing and pulling carriages, showcasing his adaptability and strength.



The Impact of Figure on Justin Morgan's Life

The bond between Justin Morgan and Figure was profound. Morgan recognized the
horse's potential and began to train him rigorously. Their partnership would
lead to numerous achievements.

- Horse Shows and Races: Figure became famous for his performances in local
horse shows and races, often besting larger and more expensive horses.

- Breeding: Morgan began to breed Figure with local mares, leading to the
development of a new breed—the Morgan horse, which would become known for its
strength, endurance, and amiable temperament.

- Community Recognition: As Figure gained fame, so too did Justin Morgan, who
became a respected figure in equestrian circles.

The Legacy of Justin Morgan and Figure

The story of Justin Morgan and his horse transcends their individual
accomplishments. Their partnership laid the groundwork for what would
eventually become the Morgan horse breed, one of the oldest horse breeds in
America.

The Birth of the Morgan Horse Breed

The Morgan horse breed is characterized by its compact build, strong
musculature, and gentle nature. The breed has played a significant role in
American agriculture and recreation.

- Characteristics of Morgan Horses:

- Typically stands between 14.1 and 15.3 hands high.

- Known for their versatility in various disciplines, including dressage,
jumping, and driving.

- They possess a strong work ethic and are often described as intelligent and
friendly.

- Breeding and Recognition:

- The first breed registry for Morgan horses was established in 1909, further
solidifying their status as a distinct breed.

- Morgan horses became popular not only in the United States but also around
the world, contributing to agricultural work, transportation, and leisure
activities.

Justin Morgan's Influence on Equestrian Culture

Justin Morgan's contributions to the world of horses extend beyond the



creation of a breed. His influence can be seen in various aspects of
equestrian culture.

- Advocacy for Horse Training: Morgan emphasized the importance of proper
training and care for horses, setting a standard for future generations of
horse trainers.

- Cultural Symbol: The phrase "Justin Morgan had a horse" has become a
cultural reference point, symbolizing the American spirit of hard work and
dedication.

- Literature and Folklore: The story of Morgan and Figure has inspired
numerous books, poems, and songs, embedding them into the fabric of American
folklore.

Conclusion

The legacy of Justin Morgan and his horse, Figure, is a testament to the
enduring bond between humans and animals. Their story embodies the spirit of
perseverance, innovation, and the deep-rooted traditions of American
equestrian culture. As we reflect on the significance of this partnership, we
recognize that the phrase "Justin Morgan had a horse" represents much more
than a simple statement; it is a narrative of passion, dedication, and the
triumph of the human spirit. The Morgan horse breed continues to thrive
today, a living legacy of Justin Morgan's vision and the remarkable stallion
that changed his life forever.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Justin Morgan and why is he significant in
horse history?

Justin Morgan was a Vermont schoolteacher and horse breeder in the early 19th
century, known for developing the Morgan horse breed, which is recognized for
its strength, intelligence, and versatility.

What characteristics define the Morgan horse breed?

Morgan horses are typically characterized by their compact build, strong
musculature, intelligence, and friendly disposition. They are known for their
endurance and versatility in various equestrian disciplines.

What is the story behind the phrase 'Justin Morgan
had a horse'?

The phrase refers to the famous Morgan horse named Figure, which was owned by
Justin Morgan. It highlights the breed's origins and the legendary status of
Figure in equestrian history.



How did Justin Morgan's horse influence American
equestrian culture?

Justin Morgan's horse, Figure, became a foundational sire for the Morgan
breed, influencing American equestrian culture by contributing to the
development of a distinct and versatile horse that excelled in various
activities, from work to sport.

What are some notable achievements of the Morgan
horse breed?

Morgan horses have excelled in various equestrian disciplines, including
dressage, driving, and western riding. They are also popular in therapeutic
riding programs due to their gentle nature.

Are Morgan horses recognized in competitive events
today?

Yes, Morgan horses are actively recognized and compete in numerous equestrian
events, including breed shows, dressage competitions, and endurance rides,
showcasing their versatility and talent.

What role does the Morgan Horse Association play in
preserving the breed?

The Morgan Horse Association works to promote and preserve the Morgan horse
breed through breed registries, educational programs, and various events that
celebrate the heritage and future of Morgans.
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