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Killers of the Flower Moon Parents Guide: As film adaptations of historical events become more
prevalent, understanding the content is crucial for parents considering whether to take their
children to see these films. "Killers of the Flower Moon," directed by Martin Scorsese, is based on
David Grann's best-selling book and delves into a dark chapter of American history involving the
Osage Nation murders in the 1920s. This article serves as a comprehensive parents' guide to the
film, examining its themes, content, and suitability for younger audiences.

Overview of the Film

"Killers of the Flower Moon" focuses on the real-life events surrounding the Osage Nation in
Oklahoma during the 1920s. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage people became
some of the wealthiest individuals in the United States. However, this wealth led to a series of brutal
murders as outsiders sought to gain control over their resources. The film explores themes of greed,
betrayal, and systemic racism, making it a poignant yet heavy narrative.

Key Themes

Understanding the themes of the film can help parents prepare their children for what they might
encounter. The following themes are central to "Killers of the Flower Moon":

1. Greed and Corruption: The desire for wealth drives many characters to commit heinous acts,
shedding light on the dark side of human nature.

2. Racism and Injustice: The film highlights the systemic racism faced by the Osage people,
illustrating how their lives were undervalued by society.

3. Trust and Betrayal: Relationships between characters often reveal deep-seated betrayal,
particularly among family and friends.

4. Historical Context: The film serves as a reminder of a troubling period in American history,
encouraging discussions about the impact of colonization and exploitation.



Content Warnings

Before viewing, parents should be aware of several content elements that may be concerning for
younger audiences:

Violence

"Killers of the Flower Moon" contains graphic portrayals of violence, including:

- Murders: Several scenes depict the brutal murders of Osage individuals, which may be disturbing.
- Bloodshed: The film does not shy away from showing blood and injury, particularly in violent
confrontations.

- Crime Investigation: Scenes involving law enforcement and crime scenes can be intense.

Language

The film features strong language, which may not be suitable for younger viewers. Parents should
anticipate:

- Profanity: Frequent use of curse words and derogatory terms.
- Racial Slurs: Terms reflective of the racism prevalent during the time period are used, which could
be upsetting to some viewers.

Adult Themes

The narrative explores complex adult themes, including:

- Murder and Deception: The motivations behind the murders are rooted in greed and betrayal,
which may be difficult for younger audiences to fully comprehend.

- Family Dynamics: The film addresses familial relationships, some of which are deeply strained and
complicated.

- Historical Injustice: The portrayal of systemic injustice and racism may require context and
discussion for younger viewers.

Age Appropriateness

Determining whether the film is suitable for a particular age group requires careful consideration of
its content. The MPAA has rated "Killers of the Flower Moon" R for its intense violence, language,
and thematic elements, suggesting that parental guidance is strongly advised for viewers under 17.



Suggested Age Guidelines

While every child is different, the following age recommendations may help in making a decision:

- Ages 10-12: This age group may struggle with the film's heavy themes and graphic content. Parents
should consider whether their child can handle discussions about violence and racism.

- Ages 13-15: Teenagers may have a better grasp of the historical context, but the graphic violence
and language could still be disturbing. Parental guidance and a pre-film discussion are
recommended.

- Ages 16 and up: Older teens may be better prepared to understand and process the film's themes,
but parents should still discuss the film's content beforehand to ensure a thoughtful viewing
experience.

Discussion Points for Parents

Engaging in a discussion about the film before and after viewing can help young audiences process
what they see. Here are some suggested discussion points:

1. Understanding Historical Context: Why is it important to know about events like those depicted in
the film? Discuss the role of the Osage Nation and the impact of oil discovery on their lives.

2. Themes of Greed and Injustice: How do greed and betrayal manifest in the film? Discuss real-
world implications and historical parallels.

3. Addressing Violence: How does violence affect individuals and communities? Encourage
conversations about the consequences of violence and the importance of empathy.

4. Racism and Its Impact: Discuss the portrayal of racism in the film. How does it relate to current
societal issues? Encourage open dialogue about race, privilege, and justice.

5. Emotional Reactions: Ask viewers how they felt during certain scenes. Encourage them to express
their emotions and thoughts about the film's portrayal of real events.

Viewing Alternatives

For parents who may find "Killers of the Flower Moon" unsuitable for their children but want to
expose them to similar themes, consider the following viewing alternatives:

1. Documentaries: Look for documentaries on the Osage Nation, the 1920s oil boom, or historical
racism in America. These can provide educational insights without the graphic nature of a

dramatized film.

2. Books and Articles: Encourage reading materials that cover the same historical context. David
Grann's "Killers of the Flower Moon" or other related historical texts can provide depth.

3. Family-Friendly Films: Consider films that address themes of injustice and history but are more



appropriate for younger audiences, such as "Hidden Figures" or "The Help."

Conclusion

In summary, the Killers of the Flower Moon Parents Guide emphasizes the importance of
understanding the film's content, themes, and age appropriateness before deciding to view it with
younger audiences. The film's exploration of dark historical events, violence, and systemic racism
requires thoughtful consideration and possibly preparation for younger viewers. By engaging in
discussions and providing context, parents can help their children navigate the complex themes
presented in this powerful film while fostering an understanding of history and empathy towards
others.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Killers of the Flower Moon' about?

‘Killers of the Flower Moon' is a film that explores the true story of the Osage murders in the 1920s,
where members of the Osage Nation were targeted for their oil wealth, leading to a series of
investigations that uncovered a conspiracy.

Is 'Killers of the Flower Moon' appropriate for children?

The film contains mature themes, violence, and historical crime elements, making it more suitable
for older teens and adults. Parents should consider the film's content before allowing younger
viewers.

What age group is the film intended for?

‘Killers of the Flower Moon' is rated R, which typically suggests it is intended for audiences 17 years
and older due to its violent content and intense themes.

Are there any strong language or sexual content in the film?

Yes, the film includes strong language and some scenes that may contain sexual content, which are
factors parents should consider when deciding if it's appropriate for their children.

Does the film depict real-life events, and how graphic are
they?

Yes, the film is based on real-life events involving the Osage murders and can be graphic in its
portrayal of violence and crime, reflecting the brutal reality of the historical events.

Should parents watch 'Killers of the Flower Moon' before
letting their kids see it?

Yes, it is advisable for parents to watch the film first to understand its themes and content, allowing



them to make an informed decision based on their child's maturity and sensitivity to such subjects.
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