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Journey to the centre of the earth (6 10)

1. 1. Chapier 6: An Underground Water — World When Axel woke up be heard the soand of the sea and
be had a bandage on his head . He tried to speak bt it was difficult for him. His unche was excited
because they found as underground sea. There wene trees and the bones of animals which lived thousand
ofyears ago Axel couldn't move for twe days So he had to rest while Hans was buslding a boat for
them b sail in. They were inside somsething like o giant cave which its top few maibes high and with
clouds because of the water, While Axel was walking on the beach be saw shells from a time before man
walked on the earth and bones of something which looked like a huge clephant, Then he asked himself if
there were any animals alive down there. Miss Carmen
2. When the boat was ready they left the beach and strong wind pushed them quickly 1o the sea. Hans
tiedl the pickaxe to the rope and threw il into the water which was very deep. When Hans pulled the
pickaxe back into the boat there were large marks of teeth on il. They were astonished and scared They
wend on sailing. First they left leeland, then they travellad under the Atlantic ocean and at that moment
they were under Scotland and going further down They could sec something coming nearer and nearer s
a high speed. It was an alligator of over one hundred fect long. Then. they saw a huge snake with a shell
on its back like a turtle s, The ammals dudn’t care abowt them becanse they fought each other The Ggit
was lerrible the snake was hissing and the dolphin screaming. Suddenly both animals disappeaned under
the water and afier a few minutes the malke"s head came out of the water and it hissed one more time
before it died in the water
3. 4, Chapler 7: A terrible storm The jourmey fell even more dangerows bat the professor wanted 1o go to
the centre of the earth so they travelled for hours but they didn't see land. Then, they heard a sound but
they didn’t see what was it They thowghi that it was an animal but it was an island like a small volcano
shouting water instead of lava. S0 axel checked the temperature of the water but i was too hot. Then. the
electric light began 1o make explosions around them It was an clectncal storm. . Hans tned to keep out
the boat but the wind was Bowing very strong. Suddenly, the ball of elecinicity exploded while Hans
was protecting the professor and Axel The storm stopped. The professor thought that they were under
Europe but the wind took them back 1o the place they staned. Yaleria
4. E Chapter 8: A kst world They were on the north side again but not on the same beach. They began to
book arownd to find things, The beach was longer than the other one. Ity rocks had more holes. There
were shebetons of animals, bones and a head of a man. Then, they walked in the beach bt it changed.
Theere were large trees and behind the trees was a family of mammoths. And nexi io them was a tall man
with loag hair. He had a piece of animal skin instead of clothes. Then, they foand a knife on a rock and
they deamed 1t It was Arme's keafe Next to the rock there was an entranee of a cove and thers were tun
Teeland leters: A8, The professor was very excited because it could be the entrance they were looking
for. Valeria
5. 6. 7. Chapter 9- The Last Tunnel <ul-<li=Hans brought the boat 10 the end of the beach where the
cave was and they took their bags o the cave, <ili-Cful=cul><li=They walked about ten feet mside it
and they saw a huge rock blocking the tunnel so they wished they had an eanthguake like the one that A%
had homg time ago o move the rock from the entrance. <fli<ful><ul=<li=They decided o use
gunpowder o move it so Hans made a bode in the rogk with his pickaxe and put the gunpowder inside
and the, they hide 1o prodect thenmselves | @llis-cholcal=<li=Then they god inlo the bsoat and moved ol
b the sea and suddenly the rocks opened, the eanh shook and everything fell imo a huge hall. The final
explosion made the sea rise in a hage wave which pushed them back o the sea. <flizcfab<ul=<li>The
waber was hot and the temperatire was high. The walls had tbe red colour of lava because they were
ander another volcano which was going 1o explode. Suddenly they were ying into the air. <Ti-<ful>
6. 5 cul=<li=Chapter 10 = Back Home </li=</ul=<ul><li>The volcano threw them into the sea and Hans
saved them again with his amaring stremgth. When they saw around there wiere boats in the water and
olive and fruit trees on the land. Behind them there was the volcano, Then, they saw a litthe boy who was
afrzid of them because they booked homble. The professor spokie 1o him in German, French and English
but be didn"t understand. <Mla> <> <ul><li>Finally, be spoke in halian They were surprised because
they were in Stromboli, Italy. I meant that they wenl i one volcano in leeland and came out of another

b
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Introduction to the Novel

"Journey to the Centre of the Earth" is one of the most celebrated works of science fiction penned by

the French author Jules Verne in 1864. The novel combines adventure, science, and exploration,

reflecting Verne's fascination with the natural sciences and the unknown. It delves into themes of



curiosity, human ingenuity, and the relentless pursuit of knowledge. The story is an exhilarating

expedition that takes readers deep beneath the Earth's surface, revealing wonders and terrors alike.

Plot Overview

The narrative begins in Hamburg, Germany, where we meet Professor Otto Lidenbrock, a passionate
and somewhat eccentric geologist. He discovers an ancient manuscript written by the Icelandic
alchemist Arne Saknussemm, which contains cryptic directions to the center of the Earth. Lidenbrock,
driven by his ambition and thirst for knowledge, decides to embark on an expedition to uncover the

secrets hidden within the Earth.

Characters

1. Professor Otto Lidenbrock:
- A brilliant yet impulsive geologist.

- He is determined to prove the manuscript’s validity and reach the center of the Earth.

2. Axel (also known as Axel Lidenbrock):
- The reluctant nephew of Professor Lidenbrock.
- He provides a counterbalance to his uncle's fervor, often expressing doubt and fear about the

journey.

3. Hans Belker:
- An Icelandic guide hired by Lidenbrock.

- He is practical, resourceful, and crucial to the expedition's success.

The Adventure Begins

After deciphering the manuscript, Lidenbrock is convinced that Iceland is the gateway to the Earth's

core. He gathers supplies and recruits his nephew Axel and the guide Hans, setting off on their

adventure. The journey begins in Reykjavik, Iceland, where they meet the local geology expert who



helps them prepare for the perilous trek.

Upon arriving at the Snaefellsjdkull volcano, the group begins their descent into the Earth. Their
journey is fraught with challenges, including treacherous terrain, dangerous gases, and the uncertainty

of the unknown depths they are exploring.

Descent into the Earth

As the team ventures deeper into the Earth, they encounter a series of astonishing natural

phenomena.

1. Subterranean Landscapes:
- The explorers discover vast caverns filled with strange geological formations, including crystals and
underground lakes.

- They witness magnificent waterfalls and luminous plants that thrive in the dark.

2. Flora and Fauna:
- The group comes across prehistoric creatures, including giant mushrooms and colossal sea
monsters.

- They also encounter various species of animals that have adapted to life underground.

3. Natural Hazards:
- The expedition faces numerous dangers, such as volcanic eruptions, cave-ins, and the ever-present
threat of starvation.

- Axel grapples with his fears and doubts while Lidenbrock remains unwavering in his quest.

The Climax of the Journey

As they delve deeper, tensions rise within the group. Lidenbrock's unyielding ambition often puts them

at risk, while Axel's apprehensions become more pronounced. The turning point occurs when they

stumble upon a massive underground ocean, leading to a series of dramatic events:



- They are caught in a violent storm that sends them adrift on a raft.

- The raft eventually takes them to the shores of a mysterious land inhabited by prehistoric creatures,
such as dinosaurs and giant reptiles.

- The group discovers that they are not alone; they encounter cavemen and other ancient life forms,

showcasing Verne's imaginative prowess.

The Journey's Conclusion

The climax reaches its peak when the explorers are faced with the realization that they may never

return to the surface. Axel struggles with despair, but with the help of Hans and Lidenbrock's

unwavering spirit, they manage to escape the dangers of the underground world.

Their escape is unexpected; they are propelled to the surface through a volcanic eruption. The

eruption launches them out of the volcano, where they find themselves in Stromboli, an island off the

coast of ltaly.

Themes and Motifs

"Journey to the Centre of the Earth" encapsulates several key themes that resonate throughout the

narrative:

Exploration and Discovery

The novel serves as a testament to human curiosity and the instinct to explore the unknown.

Lidenbrock embodies the archetype of the scientist, whose relentless pursuit of knowledge drives the

plot forward. The journey represents both a literal and metaphorical exploration of the depths of human

understanding.

The Conflict between Science and Nature

Verne juxtaposes scientific ambition with the unpredictability of nature. While Lidenbrock's scientific



knowledge propels the expedition, the natural world proves to be a formidable adversary. The

characters face numerous challenges that force them to adapt and rely on their instincts.
Human Ingenuity

The characters exhibit remarkable resourcefulness in the face of adversity. Hans, in particular,
demonstrates practical skills that allow them to navigate the dangers they encounter. Their survival is a

testament to the human spirit and the ability to innovate under pressure.
Reconciliation with Fear

Axel’s character arc represents the struggle between fear and courage. His internal conflict serves as
a reminder that exploration often entails facing one's fears. By the end of the journey, Axel emerges as

a more confident individual, having confronted the unknown alongside his uncle.
Conclusion

"Journey to the Centre of the Earth" remains a timeless classic that has captivated readers for
generations. Jules Verne's imaginative storytelling, combined with his scientific insights, creates a rich
tapestry of adventure and discovery. The novel invites readers to ponder the mysteries of the Earth
while celebrating the enduring spirit of exploration that defines humanity. Through Lidenbrock, Axel,
and Hans, Verne illustrates that the journey itself is as significant as the destination, leaving an

indelible mark on the hearts and minds of those who dare to dream of venturing into the unknown.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Journey to the Centre of the Earth'?

The story follows Professor Otto Lidenbrock, who discovers an ancient manuscript that reveals a path
to the Earth's core. He embarks on an expedition with his nephew Axel and their guide Hans to

explore the subterranean world.



Who are the main characters in 'Journey to the Centre of the Earth'?

The main characters include Professor Otto Lidenbrock, his nephew Axel, and the Icelandic guide

Hans Belker, who accompany each other on their adventurous journey beneath the Earth's surface.

What challenges do the characters face during their journey?

The characters encounter various challenges such as dangerous volcanic activity, underground
oceans, prehistoric creatures, and navigating through treacherous terrain, all while dealing with their

own fears and uncertainties.

How does the story reflect the scientific understanding of the Earth

during the time it was written?

The story reflects 19th-century scientific beliefs, incorporating geological theories and the fascination
with exploration. It blends adventure with speculative science, highlighting the era's curiosity about the

Earth's interior.

What is the significance of the title 'Journey to the Centre of the

Earth'?

The title signifies both the literal and metaphorical journey the characters undertake. It represents
exploration, discovery, and the pursuit of knowledge, as well as the challenges and dangers of

venturing into the unknown.

What themes are explored in 'Journey to the Centre of the Earth'?

Key themes include adventure, the spirit of exploration, human resilience, the relationship between
man and nature, and the pursuit of scientific knowledge, which drive the narrative and character

development.

How does 'Journey to the Centre of the Earth' end?

The journey concludes when the explorers are ejected from a volcano in Italy, having survived their



harrowing adventure, and they return to the surface with newfound knowledge and experiences that

profoundly change them.
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