
Joy Unspeakable Martyn Lloyd Jones

Joy Unspeakable Martyn Lloyd-Jones is a phrase that encapsulates the profound
theological contributions made by Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, a prominent
Welsh preacher and medical doctor who became one of the most significant
figures in 20th-century evangelicalism. His sermons and writings have
inspired countless individuals to explore the depths of Christian joy,
particularly the joy that comes from a deep, abiding relationship with God.
This article will delve into Lloyd-Jones's understanding of joy, the
theological implications of his teachings, and how they resonate in
contemporary Christian life.



Background of Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Early Life and Education

Martyn Lloyd-Jones was born on December 20, 1899, in Cardiff, Wales. He was
educated at the University College of Wales and later studied medicine at St.
Bartholomew's Hospital in London. After qualifying as a doctor, he
specialized in pulmonary medicine and achieved considerable success in his
medical career.

Transition to Ministry

Despite his flourishing career in medicine, Lloyd-Jones felt a strong calling
to the ministry. After serving as a medical officer during World War I, he
resigned from his medical practice in 1938 and began his pastoral ministry at
Westminster Chapel in London. His sermons gained national attention, and he
became known for his expository preaching style, which emphasized the
authority of Scripture and the importance of personal faith.

The Concept of Joy in Lloyd-Jones's Teaching

The Biblical Foundation of Joy

Lloyd-Jones firmly believed that joy is an essential aspect of the Christian
experience. He often referred to various biblical passages to illustrate this
point, including:

1. Philippians 4:4 - "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice."
2. Psalm 16:11 - "You make known to me the path of life; in your presence
there is fullness of joy."
3. Nehemiah 8:10 - "The joy of the Lord is your strength."

These verses highlight the biblical foundation for a joy that is rooted in a
relationship with God, rather than in external circumstances.

The Nature of Joy

Lloyd-Jones emphasized that true joy is not merely a fleeting emotion but a
deep-seated state of being. He distinguished between happiness, which can be
influenced by external factors, and joy, which is an enduring quality arising



from faith in God. In his view, true joy is characterized by:

- Spiritual Depth: A profound awareness of God's presence and love.
- Inner Peace: A sense of contentment that transcends life's challenges.
- Hope: An expectation of God's promises being fulfilled.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

Lloyd-Jones placed a significant emphasis on the work of the Holy Spirit in
producing joy within the believer. He taught that the Holy Spirit is the
source of spiritual joy, enabling individuals to experience the fullness of
life in Christ. This involves:

1. Conviction of Sin: Recognizing the weight of one's sinfulness leads to
repentance and a deeper appreciation of God's grace.
2. Filling of the Spirit: A believer must seek to be filled with the Holy
Spirit, allowing Him to work within to produce joy.
3. Fruit of the Spirit: Joy is one of the fruits of the Spirit, as outlined
in Galatians 5:22-23, indicating that it is a natural outcome of spiritual
growth.

Challenges to Joy

While Lloyd-Jones spoke extensively about the joy of the Christian life, he
also acknowledged the challenges that believers face in experiencing this
joy. He identified several obstacles that can hinder one's ability to live
joyfully:

1. Sin and Guilt

Sin creates a barrier between the believer and God, often leading to feelings
of guilt and shame. Lloyd-Jones emphasized the importance of confession and
repentance as means to restore the joy of salvation.

2. Circumstances and Trials

Life's difficulties can cast a shadow over one's sense of joy. Lloyd-Jones
taught that true joy does not depend on favorable circumstances but is
sustained by the knowledge of God's sovereignty and faithfulness.



3. Spiritual Dryness

Periods of spiritual dryness can lead to a diminished experience of joy.
Lloyd-Jones encouraged believers to engage in practices such as prayer,
reading Scripture, and fellowship with other Christians to reignite their
spiritual fervor.

The Impact of Joy on Christian Living

Lloyd-Jones believed that joy is not only a personal experience but also has
significant implications for how Christians live and interact with the world.
He highlighted several ways in which joy influences Christian living:

1. Witnessing to Others

A joyful Christian life serves as a powerful testimony to the reality of
God's love and grace. Lloyd-Jones asserted that joy attracts others to the
faith, as people are drawn to the hope and peace embodied in a joyful
believer.

2. Strengthening Community

Joy fosters a sense of community among believers. When Christians gather,
their shared joy can encourage and uplift one another, creating an atmosphere
of love and support.

3. Endurance in Trials

Joy provides strength during difficult times. Lloyd-Jones taught that a deep-
rooted joy enables believers to endure suffering with grace, reflecting the
character of Christ in their responses to adversity.

Lloyd-Jones's Legacy and Influence

Martyn Lloyd-Jones's impact on the church extends far beyond his lifetime.
His sermons and writings continue to inspire and challenge Christians around
the world. Several factors contribute to his enduring legacy:



1. Expository Preaching

Lloyd-Jones is often regarded as one of the greatest expository preachers of
the 20th century. His commitment to accurately interpreting Scripture and
applying it to everyday life has influenced countless pastors and teachers.

2. Theological Depth

His theological insights, particularly regarding the nature of joy, have been
foundational for many evangelical movements. He encouraged believers to
engage deeply with their faith and to understand the richness of God's grace.

3. Writings and Sermons

Numerous compilations of Lloyd-Jones's sermons and writings are available
today, making his teachings accessible to new generations. Works such as "Joy
Unspeakable" delve into his understanding of joy and its implications for the
Christian life.

Conclusion

In summary, Martyn Lloyd-Jones's exploration of joy as an essential aspect of
the Christian experience remains relevant today. His teachings encourage
believers to seek a joy that transcends circumstances, rooted in a
relationship with God through the Holy Spirit. As Christians navigate the
challenges of life, Lloyd-Jones's insights offer a pathway to experiencing
the "joy unspeakable" that he so passionately preached. By embracing this
joy, believers can not only enrich their own lives but also shine as beacons
of hope in a world desperately in need of the transformative power of the
Gospel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Joy Unspeakable' by
Martyn Lloyd-Jones?
The main theme of 'Joy Unspeakable' is the profound joy that comes from a
deep relationship with God, emphasizing the transformative power of the Holy
Spirit in a believer's life.



How does Martyn Lloyd-Jones define joy in his book?
Martyn Lloyd-Jones defines joy as a deep-seated, abiding sense of well-being
and satisfaction that transcends circumstances, rooted in one's faith and
relationship with God.

What biblical passages does Lloyd-Jones reference in
'Joy Unspeakable'?
Lloyd-Jones references various biblical passages, particularly from the New
Testament, including Philippians 4:4 and John 15:11, to illustrate the nature
of joy in the Christian life.

What makes 'Joy Unspeakable' a significant work in
Christian literature?
'Joy Unspeakable' is significant because it addresses the often-overlooked
aspect of joy in the Christian experience, providing insightful theological
perspectives and practical applications for believers.

How does Martyn Lloyd-Jones differentiate between
happiness and joy?
Lloyd-Jones differentiates happiness as a temporary emotional state based on
external circumstances, while joy is a lasting, internal condition rooted in
faith and divine assurance.

What role does the Holy Spirit play in experiencing
joy, according to Lloyd-Jones?
According to Lloyd-Jones, the Holy Spirit plays a crucial role in
experiencing joy, as He empowers believers, cultivates spiritual fruit, and
helps them to understand and appreciate God's love and grace.

What practical advice does Lloyd-Jones offer for
cultivating joy in everyday life?
Lloyd-Jones encourages believers to engage in prayer, meditation on
Scripture, and fellowship with other Christians as practical ways to
cultivate and sustain joy in their daily lives.

How has 'Joy Unspeakable' impacted modern Christian
thought?
'Joy Unspeakable' has influenced modern Christian thought by emphasizing the
importance of joy in the life of faith, inspiring many to seek a deeper, more
joy-filled relationship with God.



What are some common misconceptions about joy that
Lloyd-Jones addresses?
Lloyd-Jones addresses misconceptions that joy is merely an emotional response
or that it is dependent on life circumstances, asserting instead that true
joy is a spiritual condition grounded in faith.
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