
Kansas City Star Style Guide

Kansas City Star Style Guide is an essential resource for journalists, editors, and writers associated
with the publication. Established to maintain a high standard of clarity, consistency, and
professionalism, this guide serves as a vital tool for anyone involved in producing news content for
the Kansas City Star. The guidelines cover everything from grammar and punctuation to ethical



considerations and style preferences, ensuring that all published material meets the publication’s
expectations. Let’s delve deeper into the Kansas City Star Style Guide, exploring its key components
and significance in the realm of journalism.

History of the Kansas City Star

The Kansas City Star has been a significant player in American journalism since its founding in 1880.
Over the years, it has earned numerous awards for its reporting and writing. To uphold its reputation,
the publication developed the Kansas City Star Style Guide, aimed at fostering a cohesive voice
throughout its articles and editorial content.

Purpose of the Style Guide

The primary purpose of the Kansas City Star Style Guide is to ensure that all content produced by the
newspaper adheres to a consistent format and tone. This consistency is crucial for maintaining the
publication's credibility and professionalism. The guide also serves to:

- Enhance readability: A uniform style helps readers navigate articles more easily.
- Reduce ambiguity: Clear guidelines minimize confusion over word choice and punctuation.
- Foster a professional image: Adhering to a style guide presents a polished front to the audience.

Core Components of the Kansas City Star Style Guide

The Kansas City Star Style Guide encompasses several core components that outline the preferred
writing style, grammar, punctuation, and ethical practices.

Writing Style

The writing style advocated by the Kansas City Star emphasizes clarity and conciseness. Writers are
encouraged to:

1. Use active voice whenever possible to create more engaging content.
2. Avoid jargon and overly complex language to ensure accessibility for all readers.
3. Be precise in language, using specific terms rather than vague descriptors.
4. Maintain objectivity in reporting, presenting facts without bias.

Grammar and Punctuation

Adherence to proper grammar and punctuation is critical in journalism. The Kansas City Star Style
Guide offers specific rules, such as:



- Comma Usage: The guide follows the Chicago Manual of Style, which recommends using the Oxford
comma.
- Quotation Marks: Punctuation should generally be placed inside quotation marks.
- Capitalization: Specific terms, titles, and organizations are capitalized according to established
norms.

Numbers and Dates

The guide provides detailed instructions on how to write numbers and dates. For example:

- Numbers: Spell out numbers one through nine and use numerals for 10 and above.
- Dates: Use a comma to separate the day and year, e.g., “October 3, 2023.”

Ethical Considerations in Journalism

Ethics are an integral part of journalism, and the Kansas City Star Style Guide emphasizes the
importance of integrity and accountability in reporting. Key ethical guidelines include:

- Accuracy: Always verify facts before publication.
- Attribution: Properly attribute sources to maintain transparency.
- Avoid conflicts of interest: Journalists should not engage in relationships that could compromise their
impartiality.

Inclusivity and Sensitivity

The Kansas City Star Style Guide also prioritizes inclusivity in language and representation. This
includes:

- Avoiding stereotypes: Language should not perpetuate stereotypes based on race, gender, sexual
orientation, or other characteristics.
- Using people-first language: This approach emphasizes the individual rather than defining them by a
condition or characteristic.

Additional Resources and Tools

In addition to the Kansas City Star Style Guide, several other resources can help writers and
journalists refine their skills and adhere to best practices. These include:

- Associated Press (AP) Stylebook: A widely used reference for journalists that covers various aspects
of writing and reporting.
- Chicago Manual of Style: Often used in publishing, this manual provides comprehensive guidelines
on grammar, usage, and citation.
- Grammar and Writing Tools: Online platforms like Grammarly and Hemingway can assist in



proofreading and enhancing writing quality.

Training and Workshops

The Kansas City Star often conducts training sessions and workshops for its staff to familiarize them
with the style guide. These initiatives are designed to ensure that all employees, from seasoned
journalists to new hires, are well-versed in the guide’s principles.

Conclusion

The Kansas City Star Style Guide is more than just a set of rules; it is a framework that upholds
the integrity and professionalism of one of America’s leading newspapers. By adhering to its
guidelines, writers and journalists foster a consistent and reliable voice that resonates with readers,
ultimately contributing to the publication's continued success. Whether you are a seasoned journalist
or an aspiring writer, understanding and utilizing the Kansas City Star Style Guide is crucial for
producing high-quality, ethical journalism. Embracing these standards not only enhances your writing
but also upholds the values of the profession as a whole.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Kansas City Star Style Guide?
The Kansas City Star Style Guide is a set of editorial guidelines that outlines the preferred language,
style, and formatting used by the Kansas City Star newspaper to ensure consistency and clarity in its
reporting.

Why is a style guide important for newspapers like the Kansas
City Star?
A style guide is important for newspapers as it helps maintain uniformity in writing, enhances
readability, and ensures that all journalists and editors are on the same page regarding language
usage, punctuation, and citation standards.

What type of content does the Kansas City Star Style Guide
cover?
The Kansas City Star Style Guide covers a wide range of content including grammar, punctuation,
capitalization, usage of names and titles, abbreviations, and guidelines for multimedia elements.

How does the Kansas City Star Style Guide address digital
media?
The Kansas City Star Style Guide includes specific guidelines for digital media, focusing on aspects
such as SEO best practices, social media usage, and formatting for online articles to enhance user



engagement.

Can the public access the Kansas City Star Style Guide?
Generally, the Kansas City Star Style Guide is intended for internal use by staff members; however,
some excerpts or summaries may be available through journalism resources or educational
institutions.

How often is the Kansas City Star Style Guide updated?
The Kansas City Star Style Guide is typically updated periodically to reflect changes in language
usage, journalistic standards, and new media practices, ensuring it remains relevant in a rapidly
evolving media landscape.

What are some common guidelines found in the Kansas City
Star Style Guide?
Common guidelines include rules for hyphenation, the treatment of numbers, guidelines for writing
dates and times, and recommendations for reporting sensitive topics with accuracy and respect.

How can journalists at the Kansas City Star ensure they are
following the style guide?
Journalists at the Kansas City Star can ensure they are following the style guide by regularly
consulting the guide, attending training sessions, and collaborating with editors to clarify any
uncertainties in style and usage.
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Explore the Kansas City Star style guide for essential writing tips and best practices. Enhance your
content with clarity and precision. Learn more today!
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