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John Wesley's Notes on the New Testament represent a significant theological contribution to
Christian literature, offering insight into the biblical text through the lens of an influential theologian
and preacher. Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, dedicated much of his life to the
study and interpretation of Scripture. His notes, first published in the 18th century, serve as a guide
for understanding the New Testament, emphasizing the importance of both personal faith and
communal practices within the Christian tradition. This article explores the background, structure,
themes, and impact of Wesley's notes, providing a comprehensive overview of this important work.



Background of John Wesley

John Wesley (1703-1791) was an Anglican cleric and theologian who played a pivotal role in the
revival of Christianity in England and the establishment of the Methodist movement. His deep
commitment to personal piety, social justice, and evangelism shaped his theological perspectives,
which are prominently reflected in his writings.

Early Life and Education

- Born on June 28, 1703, in Epworth, England, Wesley was the 15th child of Samuel and Susanna
Wesley.

- He attended Oxford University, where he developed a profound intellectual and spiritual foundation.
- At Oxford, Wesley formed a group known as the "Holy Club," focusing on disciplined religious
practices and charitable works.

The Context of His Theological Work

- Wesley lived during a time of spiritual decline in England, characterized by rampant deism and a
lack of fervor within the Church of England.

- In response to these challenges, he sought to reinvigorate Christian faith through preaching,
education, and the establishment of small groups for spiritual growth.

Overview of Wesley's Notes on the New Testament

Wesley's Notes on the New Testament is a comprehensive commentary that covers all the books of
the New Testament. The work is notable for its accessibility and practical application, making it a
valuable resource for both clergy and laypeople. Written in a straightforward style, the notes reflect
Wesley's pastoral heart and his desire to guide believers in their understanding of Scripture.

Structure of the Notes

Wesley's notes are organized chronologically according to the New Testament books. Each section
includes:

1. Introduction: A brief overview of the book's context, authorship, and primary themes.
2. Verse-by-Verse Commentary: Detailed reflections on each verse, often including:

- Exegesis of the text

- Theological implications

- Practical applications for the reader's life.

3. Thematic Insights: Key themes drawn from the text, emphasizing Wesley's theological
perspectives.



Key Features

- Focus on Holiness: Wesley's commitment to the doctrine of holiness—living a life set apart for
God—permeates his notes. He emphasizes that true faith manifests in love and good works.

- Practical Theology: Wesley’s notes are not merely academic; they aim to encourage practical
application in daily living. He often ties theological concepts back to ethical living and communal
responsibility.

- Emphasis on Grace: Central to Wesley's theology is the concept of grace. His notes frequently
highlight the role of divine grace in salvation and sanctification.

Themes in Wesley's Notes

Wesley’s Notes on the New Testament touch upon several recurring themes that reflect his
theological convictions and pastoral concerns.

1. Justification by Faith

Wesley strongly emphasized the doctrine of justification by faith, a critical tenet of Protestant
theology. He argued that:

- Salvation is a gift from God, received through faith in Jesus Christ.
- Good works are the fruit of faith, not the means to salvation.

2. The Role of Sanctification

Sanctification, or the process of becoming holy, is a vital aspect of Wesley's theology. He believed
that:

- Every believer is called to pursue holiness.
- The Holy Spirit empowers Christians to live a life that reflects Christ's character.

3. The Importance of Community

Wesley understood that faith is not merely an individual endeavor but a communal one. His notes
highlight:

- The necessity of fellowship among believers.
- The role of the Church in nurturing spiritual growth and accountability.



4. Social Justice and Compassion

Wesley was deeply concerned with the social issues of his time. His notes encourage:

- Active engagement in social justice issues.
- The importance of charity and compassion towards the marginalized.

Impact and Legacy

The influence of Wesley's Notes on the New Testament extends beyond his lifetime, shaping the
theological framework of Methodism and other Christian traditions.

1. Methodism and Beyond

- Wesley's notes have been utilized by Methodist congregations for generations, serving as a
foundational text for understanding Scripture within a Wesleyan framework.

- Other denominations have also adopted elements of Wesley's interpretations, recognizing the value
of his insights.

2. Contribution to Biblical Scholarship

- Wesley's work contributes to the field of biblical scholarship by providing a practical and pastoral
approach to Scripture interpretation.

- His notes encourage a holistic understanding of the New Testament, integrating theology, ethics,
and spiritual formation.

3. Modern Relevance

- In today's context, Wesley’s insights on grace, holiness, and community resonate with contemporary
issues facing the Church.

- His emphasis on social justice and compassion continues to inspire modern movements advocating
for the marginalized.

Conclusion

John Wesley's Notes on the New Testament stands as a testament to his enduring legacy as a
theologian, pastor, and reformer. Through his practical and accessible commentary, Wesley invites
readers into a deeper understanding of Scripture, emphasizing the transformative power of faith in
action. His reflections on key theological themes such as grace, sanctification, community, and social
justice continue to challenge and inspire believers today. As Christians engage with Wesley’s notes,



they are reminded of the importance of living out their faith in tangible ways, reflecting the love and
grace of Christ in a world that desperately needs it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are John Wesley's Notes on the New Testament?

John Wesley's Notes on the New Testament are a series of commentary writings by the founder of
Methodism, providing insights and interpretations of the New Testament scriptures.

How did John Wesley approach biblical interpretation in his
notes?

Wesley approached biblical interpretation with a focus on practical theology, emphasizing the
application of scripture to everyday life while also considering historical and linguistic contexts.

What influence did John Wesley's Notes on the New
Testament have on Methodism?

Wesley's Notes significantly shaped Methodist theology and practice, offering guidance on moral and
ethical living according to New Testament teachings, and reinforcing the importance of personal faith.

Are John Wesley's Notes on the New Testament still relevant
today?

Yes, they remain relevant for contemporary readers seeking a deeper understanding of the New
Testament, particularly within the Methodist tradition and for those interested in historical Christian
thought.

What is a notable characteristic of Wesley's writing style in
his Notes?

Wesley's writing style is characterized by clarity and accessibility, aimed at helping ordinary readers
grasp complex theological concepts and apply them to their lives.

Did John Wesley include theological debates in his Notes on
the New Testament?

Yes, Wesley often addressed theological debates of his time and provided his perspectives,
particularly on issues such as grace, salvation, and the nature of God.

How did John Wesley's background influence his Notes on the
New Testament?

Wesley's background as a scholar and Anglican cleric, combined with his experiences in the early
Methodist movement, influenced his emphasis on practical application of scripture and personal piety.



Where can one find John Wesley's Notes on the New
Testament today?

Wesley's Notes are available in various formats, including printed editions, online archives, and digital
libraries, making them accessible for study and reference.
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