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The Kansas City Chiefs have a storied history, with their quarterbacks
playing a pivotal role in the team's success and identity. From the early
days of the franchise to the modern era of prolific passing offenses, the
Chiefs' quarterback history is filled with memorable moments, legendary
players, and game-changing performances. This article explores the evolution
of the quarterback position within the franchise, highlighting key players,
notable seasons, and the impact they had on the Chiefs' legacy.

Early Years and the Birth of a Franchise

The Kansas City Chiefs were established in 1960 as a charter member of the
American Football League (AFL). Originally known as the Dallas Texans, the
team moved to Kansas City in 1963, adopting its current name. The early years
of the franchise were marked by a search for stability at the quarterback
position.

Len Dawson: The Cornerstone

One of the most iconic figures in Chiefs history, Len Dawson, was drafted by
the franchise in 1957. After a brief stint with the Pittsburgh Steelers, he
found his home in Kansas City. Dawson's leadership and skill transformed the
Chiefs into a competitive team.



- Achievements:
- Led the Chiefs to their first AFL Championship in 1966.
- Won Super Bowl IV in 1970, earning Super Bowl MVP honors.
- Inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1987.

Dawson's ability to read defenses and deliver precise throws helped establish
the Chiefs as a force in the league during the 1960s and early 1970s. His
legacy remains influential in the franchise's history.

The 1970s and 1980s: A Period of Struggles

Following Dawson's retirement in 1975, the Chiefs experienced a tumultuous
period at the quarterback position. A succession of quarterbacks struggled to
fill Dawson's shoes, leading to inconsistent performances and lackluster
seasons.

Notable Quarterbacks of the 1970s and 1980s

1. Mike Livingston:
- Served as the starting quarterback following Dawson’s retirement.
- Played for the Chiefs from 1968 to 1979, leading the team to several
competitive seasons.

2. Bill Kenney:
- Started for the Chiefs in the early 1980s.
- Known for his strong arm and ability to make plays.

3. Steve Bono:
- Joined the Chiefs in 1993 after stints with the San Francisco 49ers.
- Led the team to the playoffs in 1995.

While these quarterbacks contributed to the franchise, none could replicate
the success of Dawson, leading to a prolonged period of mediocrity for the
Chiefs.

The 1990s: A Resurgence

The Chiefs began to turn the corner in the 1990s, thanks in part to the
arrival of head coach Marty Schottenheimer and a focus on building a
competitive roster. This era saw the emergence of several key quarterbacks
who would shape the franchise's future.



Rich Gannon: The Turning Point

Rich Gannon joined the Chiefs in 1997 and played for the team until 1999.
Though he did not have immediate success in Kansas City, Gannon’s performance
improved dramatically after leaving the Chiefs to join the Oakland Raiders.

- Achievements:
- Won the NFL MVP award in 2002.
- Led the Raiders to Super Bowl XXXVII.

While Gannon's best years came after his time in Kansas City, his presence in
the 1990s helped set the stage for the team’s eventual resurgence.

The 2000s: A New Era of Promise

The early 2000s brought hope for the Chiefs as they drafted several promising
quarterbacks and began to build a more dynamic offense.

Trent Green: The Leader

Trent Green was acquired by the Chiefs in 2001, and his tenure marked one of
the most productive periods in franchise history.

- Achievements:
- Led the Chiefs to four consecutive playoff appearances from 2003 to 2006.
- Made the Pro Bowl in 2003.

Green’s command of the offense, coupled with star players like Priest Holmes
and Tony Gonzalez, allowed the Chiefs to become one of the highest-scoring
teams in the league.

The 2010s: A Shift in the Landscape

The 2010s brought significant changes to the Chiefs' quarterback position.
After years of searching for stability, the franchise found a franchise
quarterback in the 2017 NFL Draft.

Alex Smith: A Steady Presence

Alex Smith was traded to the Chiefs in 2013 and served as the team’s starting
quarterback for five seasons. His leadership and experience provided a steady
hand during a time of transition.



- Achievements:
- Led the Chiefs to four playoff appearances.
- Made the Pro Bowl in 2015.

Smith’s tenure allowed the Chiefs to solidify their identity as a competitive
team, paving the way for future success.

Patrick Mahomes: The Game Changer

The Chiefs made a bold move in the 2017 NFL Draft, trading up to select
Patrick Mahomes from Texas Tech. Mahomes quickly established himself as one
of the most electrifying quarterbacks in the NFL.

- Achievements:
- Won the NFL MVP award in 2018.
- Led the Chiefs to victory in Super Bowl LIV in 2020, earning Super Bowl MVP
honors.
- Became the youngest quarterback to win a Super Bowl and an MVP award.

Mahomes has redefined the quarterback position with his unique playing style,
arm strength, and ability to make plays under pressure. His impact on the
Chiefs has been profound, leading the team to multiple playoff appearances
and establishing the franchise as a perennial contender.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Excellence

The history of quarterbacks in the Kansas City Chiefs organization is a
tapestry woven with triumphs, challenges, and remarkable players. From Len
Dawson's Hall of Fame career to Patrick Mahomes' dynamic presence, each
quarterback has contributed to the franchise's legacy in unique ways. As the
Chiefs continue to build on their rich history, the quarterback position
remains a focal point for the team's aspirations and successes. With Mahomes
at the helm, the Chiefs look poised to further establish their place among
the NFL's elite, continuing a legacy that has captivated fans for
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the
Kansas City Chiefs?
The first starting quarterback for the Kansas City Chiefs was Len Dawson, who
played from 1962 to 1975.



What notable achievement did Len Dawson accomplish
with the Chiefs?
Len Dawson led the Kansas City Chiefs to their first Super Bowl appearance in
Super Bowl I and later won Super Bowl IV.

Who was the Chiefs' quarterback before Patrick
Mahomes?
The Chiefs' quarterback before Patrick Mahomes was Alex Smith, who played for
the team from 2013 to 2017.

What year did Patrick Mahomes become the starting
quarterback for the Chiefs?
Patrick Mahomes became the starting quarterback for the Kansas City Chiefs in
2018.

How many MVP awards has Patrick Mahomes won?
As of 2023, Patrick Mahomes has won two NFL MVP awards, in 2018 and 2022.

Which quarterback led the Chiefs to their first
Super Bowl win in 50 years?
Patrick Mahomes led the Kansas City Chiefs to their first Super Bowl win in
50 years in Super Bowl LIV in 2020.

What was the significant game performance by Patrick
Mahomes in Super Bowl LIV?
In Super Bowl LIV, Patrick Mahomes threw for 286 yards, 2 touchdowns, and led
a comeback against the San Francisco 49ers.

Who was the Chiefs' quarterback during their early
years in the AFL?
In the early years of the AFL, the Chiefs had several quarterbacks, with Len
Dawson being the most notable from 1962 onwards.

Which Chiefs quarterback was known for his strong
arm and playmaking ability in the 1980s?
In the 1980s, the Chiefs quarterback known for his strong arm and playmaking
ability was Bill Kenney.

What impact did the drafting of Patrick Mahomes have



on the Chiefs' quarterback history?
The drafting of Patrick Mahomes in 2017 marked a turning point in the Chiefs'
quarterback history, leading to a period of sustained success and multiple
playoff appearances.
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Cómo actualizar o cambiar las distribuciones de Linux sin perder …
Aquí le mostramos cómo cambiar su distribución de Linux sin perder ningún dato. Cuando cambia
las distribuciones de Linux, el curso de acción predeterminado es borrar todo en su …

¿Cómo reemplazar Linux sin perder archivos? - Linux Mint Forums
Jan 9, 2016 · Ahora quiero pasarme a otra distro de Linux pero no quiero perder mis archivos.
¿Cómo debería indicarle al instalador (por ejemplo, de Lubuntu) que elimine la versión actual …

¿Cómo instalar Linux sin perder los datos? - todosloshechos.es
¿Cómo cambiar de distribución Linux sin perder datos? Los pasos son los siguientes: Descargue el
entorno ISO en vivo de su distribución de Linux favorita y grábelo en un CD / DVD o …

Cómo sustituir una distro de Linux por otra paso a paso
Apr 7, 2018 · Si quieres cambiar una distribución de Linux por otra sin tener que formatear tu disco
duro al completo, te explicamos cómo hacerlo sin morir en el intento.

Cambia Fácilmente tu Distro de Linux: Paso a Paso
Mar 2, 2023 · Una vez hayas elegido y descargado tu nueva distro, es hora de configurarla para que
funcione de la mejor manera posible. Estos son los pasos que necesitas tomar para …

Cómo actualizar o cambiar las distribuciones de Linux sin borrar …
Una vez que desee cambiar las distribuciones de Linux o realizar una actualización, puede borrar la
primera partición que contiene el sistema operativo y las aplicaciones instaladas. Sin …

Como instalar varias distribuciones Linux juntas
Aug 2, 2023 · Podemos instalar diferentes distribuciones de Linux en un mismo ordenador y no tener
que estar moviendo, perdiendo o volviéndonos locos con nuestros datos, y tenerlos …

Cómo cambiar entre distribuciones de Linux sin perder sus datos
Con él, es muy fácil saltar entre distribuciones de Linux sin necesidad de preocuparse por hacer
copias de seguridad de los datos o preocuparse por perderlo todo.

Como hacer instalación limpia de Linux Mint 18 "Sarah", sin perder ...
Desde hace mucho tiempo, existe una manera fácil de realizar una instalación nueva y limpia, sin
tener que salvar nuestros archivos o copiarlos fuera del ordenador.
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Cómo instalar Linux Mint sin perder datos: Guía paso a paso
Feb 1, 2024 · En esta guía, te mostraremos cómo instalar Linux Mint sin perder tus datos.
Aprenderás cómo hacer una copia de seguridad de tus archivos importantes y cómo reinstalar …

Mercure Bangkok Sukhumvit 11 - Hotel near BTS
Discover Bangkok’s vibrant culture and heritage during your stay at Mercure Bangkok Sukhumvit
11. Learn more about places to visit and things to do in Bangkok from our curated guide here.

Mercure Bangkok Sukhumvit 24 - ALL - Accor
With Terminal 21 just 1 station away, guests have easy access to all that Bangkok has to offer. The
hotel features 201 rooms and suites, an contemporary dining restaurant, stunning rooftop …

Hotel Bangkok: Mercure hotels for an event or a hotel room in Bangkok
Discover Mercure hotels in Bangkok. Find and book a hotel or meeting/seminar/wedding venue in
Bangkok on Mercure.com website.

Mercure Bangkok Sukhumvit 11, Bangkok (updated prices 2025)
Modern accommodations on Sukhumvit 11 is offered at Mercure Bangkok Sukhumvit 11, just a 5-
minute walk from Nana BTS Skytrain Station. With views of Bangkok’s skyline, it has an …

Mercure Bangkok Surawong | Official Site
At Mercure Bangkok Surawong, we inspire guests to discover a new side of the city through our
appetite for local food, shopping, and sightseeing. Our hotel offers an eclectic escape with a …

Luxury 5 Star Hotel in Bangkok | Grand Mercure Bangkok Atrium
Embrace 5-star luxury in the heart of Bangkok. Book your stay at Grand Mercure Bangkok Atrium
today and discover a sanctuary of comfort, exquisite cuisine, and effortless exploration!

Mercure Bangkok Siam | AccorHotels - ALL
Enjoy an unforgettable stay at Mercure Bangkok Siam, located just steps away from the shopping
district. Many of the city's cultural highlights are also nearby.

Hotel Mercure di BANGKOK - mercure.accor.com
Grand Mercure Bangkok Atrium is located in the heart of the city and has easy access to the best of
Bangkok, whether for business or pleasure. Located in Phetchaburi with easy access to the …

The 10 best Mercure hotels in Bangkok, Thailand | Booking.com
Find and book deals on the best Mercure hotels in Bangkok, Thailand! Explore guest reviews and
book the perfect Mercure hotel for your trip.

Bangkok Hotel Near BTS Stations - Mercure Bangkok Sukhumvit …
There are a variety of Bangkok hotels near BTS Nana station, as well as the Asok BTS station and
Sukhumvit MRT station for the underground train, all within walking distance or a short tuk …
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