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Jennings Informal Reading Assessment (JIRA) is a valuable tool used by educators to evaluate
the reading skills of students in a non-intrusive manner. This assessment provides insights into a
student's reading level, comprehension abilities, and fluency. By focusing on a student's oral reading
and their understanding of the material, teachers can tailor instruction to meet individual needs.
This article will delve into the components, administration, and benefits of the Jennings Informal
Reading Assessment, as well as its role in enhancing literacy instruction.

Understanding the Jennings Informal Reading
Assessment

The Jennings Informal Reading Assessment is designed to help teachers determine a student's
reading level through various informal measures. This assessment typically involves the following
key components:

1. Oral Reading: Students read a selected passage aloud to the teacher.

2. Comprehension Questions: After reading, students answer questions related to the passage to
assess their understanding.

3. Miscue Analysis: Teachers analyze reading errors to identify patterns and specific areas needing
improvement.

Components of the Assessment

The JIRA is structured to provide a comprehensive understanding of a student's reading ability.
Below are the main components involved:

- Reading Passages: The assessment includes various leveled passages that correspond to the
reading abilities of students from different grades. These passages are often short and designed to



engage students while providing a clear measure of their reading skills.

- Fluency Measurement: As students read aloud, teachers assess their fluency, which encompasses
speed, accuracy, and expression. This provides important data on how well students can read
without hesitation or significant errors.

- Comprehension Assessment: After the reading task, comprehension is evaluated through a series of
questions that range from basic recall to higher-order thinking questions. This assesses not only
what the students remember but also how well they can analyze and synthesize information.

- Miscue Analysis: This component involves examining the types of errors students make while
reading. Teachers categorize miscues into different types (e.g., substitutions, omissions, insertions)

to identify specific areas where a student may be struggling, such as phonemic awareness or
vocabulary.

Administration of the Assessment

Administering the Jennings Informal Reading Assessment involves several steps that ensure
accurate and reliable results.

Preparation

Before the assessment, teachers should:
- Select appropriate reading passages based on the student's grade level and prior assessments.

- Prepare comprehension questions that align with the reading material.
- Familiarize themselves with the miscue analysis process to effectively interpret errors.

Conducting the Assessment

The administration of the JIRA can be broken down into the following steps:

1. Select a Quiet Environment: Conduct the assessment in a distraction-free setting to help the
student focus on the task.

2. Introduce the Task: Explain to the student what they will be doing, emphasizing that it is a
reading activity and not a test.

3. Monitor Oral Reading: As the student reads aloud, teachers should take notes on fluency and
record any miscues. It is essential to keep the student engaged and comfortable during this process.

4. Administer Comprehension Questions: After the reading, ask the prepared comprehension
questions. Encourage students to elaborate on their answers to gain deeper insights into their
understanding.



5. Conduct Miscue Analysis: Review the recorded miscues to identify patterns and areas for
improvement. This analysis will inform future instruction.

Benefits of the Jennings Informal Reading Assessment

The Jennings Informal Reading Assessment offers numerous advantages for both teachers and
students. Some of the key benefits include:

1. Individualized Instruction

One of the most significant advantages of JIRA is its ability to provide individualized data. By
understanding a student's specific reading level and challenges, teachers can create targeted
intervention strategies that cater to each student's unique needs.

2. Early Identification of Struggling Readers

The JIRA allows educators to identify students who may be struggling with reading early in their
academic careers. Early detection can lead to timely interventions, which are crucial for preventing
long-term reading difficulties.

3. Informal and Non-threatening Environment

Unlike standardized tests, the informal nature of JIRA reduces anxiety for students. The assessment
is conducted in a relaxed setting, allowing students to perform at their best without the pressure
often associated with formal testing.

4. Holistic Approach to Reading Assessment

The JIRA provides a more holistic view of a student's reading abilities. By combining fluency,
comprehension, and miscue analysis, teachers gain a comprehensive understanding of a student's
reading process.

5. Data-Driven Decision Making

With the insights gained from JIRA, teachers are equipped to make informed decisions regarding
instruction, grouping, and intervention strategies. This data-driven approach enhances the overall
effectiveness of reading instruction.



Implementing JIRA in the Classroom

To effectively implement the Jennings Informal Reading Assessment in the classroom, educators
should consider the following best practices:

1. Regular Assessment

Conducting JIRA periodically throughout the school year allows teachers to monitor progress and
adjust instruction as needed. Regular assessments can help track growth and inform future teaching
strategies.

2. Collaboration with Colleagues

Sharing insights and strategies with colleagues can enhance the effectiveness of JIRA. Collaborative
discussions can provide new ideas for administration and interpretation of results.

3. Engaging Students in the Process

Involve students in their assessment process by discussing their results and setting reading goals.
This engagement fosters a sense of ownership and motivation for improvement.

4. Professional Development

Educators should seek opportunities for professional development focused on reading assessment
and instruction. Staying informed about best practices and new research can enhance the
effectiveness of JIRA.

5. Family Involvement

Communicating assessment results and strategies with families can create a supportive environment
for students. Encouraging family involvement in reading at home can reinforce the skills learned in
school.

Conclusion

The Jennings Informal Reading Assessment is a powerful tool for educators seeking to enhance their
students' reading abilities. By providing a comprehensive understanding of a student's reading skills
through oral reading, comprehension questions, and miscue analysis, JIRA allows for tailored



instruction that meets individual needs. The informal nature of the assessment reduces anxiety and
fosters a positive learning environment, making it an excellent choice for educators. Implementing
JIRA in the classroom not only supports early identification of struggling readers but also promotes
data-driven decision-making and collaboration among educators. Ultimately, the Jennings Informal
Reading Assessment serves as a catalyst for improving literacy instruction and fostering a love for

reading among students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Jennings Informal Reading Assessment?

The Jennings Informal Reading Assessment is a tool used by educators to evaluate a student's
reading abilities, including comprehension, fluency, and word recognition through informal reading
tasks.

How is the Jennings Informal Reading Assessment
administered?

The assessment is typically administered one-on-one, where the teacher listens to the student read
aloud a selected text and then asks comprehension questions to gauge understanding.

What types of texts are used in the Jennings Informal Reading
Assessment?

The assessment includes a variety of reading materials, including narrative and informational texts,
tailored to the student's grade level and reading skills.

What are the key components assessed in the Jennings
Informal Reading Assessment?

Key components include reading fluency, accuracy, comprehension, and the ability to engage in
discussions about the text.

How can the results of the Jennings Informal Reading
Assessment be used?

Results can inform instructional decisions, help identify areas of need for individual students, and
guide the development of targeted reading interventions.

Is the Jennings Informal Reading Assessment suitable for all
grade levels?

Yes, the Jennings Informal Reading Assessment can be adapted for various grade levels, making it a
versatile tool for assessing reading skills from early literacy through upper elementary grades.
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The Honourable Marlene Jennings - House of Commons of Canada
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Members of the 37th Parliament - House of Commons of Canada
Jan 29, 2001 - For more data options, please see Open Data.

Evidence - INDU (44-1) - No. 151 - House of Commons of Canada
From the Department of Industry, we have Philip Jennings, deputy minister, Innovation, Science and
Economic Development Canada. I would also like to thank Mr. Jennings and Mr. Brazeau ...

L'honorable Marlene Jennings - Députée - Députés - Chambre ...
Voir toutes les fonctions actuelles et passées de ’honorable Marlene Jennings.
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Discover how the Jennings Informal Reading Assessment can enhance literacy skills in your
classroom. Learn more about effective assessment strategies today!
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