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Japanese mythology A to Z is a fascinating exploration of the rich tapestry
of beliefs, deities, creatures, and narratives that have shaped Japan’s
cultural landscape for centuries. This mythology is a blend of Shinto,
Buddhism, and various folk traditions, creating a unique and intricate system
of beliefs that continue to influence Japanese life and culture today. In
this article, we will delve into the various elements of Japanese mythology
from A to Z, providing insights into the deities, legendary creatures, and
significant myths that form this complex system.

A: Amaterasu

Amaterasu is the sun goddess and one of the most important deities in Shinto
mythology. She is revered as the ancestress of the imperial family of Japan
and is associated with light, fertility, and agriculture.

Significant Myths

- The Cave Hiding: One of the most famous stories involves Amaterasu
retreating into a cave after a dispute with her brother, Susanoo. Her absence
caused darkness to cover the world, leading to chaos until other gods lured
her out.



B: Benzaiten

Benzaiten is the goddess of knowledge, art, and music. She is often depicted
playing a biwa (a traditional Japanese lute) and is associated with water,
making her a patron of rivers and seas.

Symbols and Worship

- Symbols: Biwa, water, and dragons.
- Temples: Many shrines dedicated to Benzaiten can be found near water
bodies.

C: Chochin

Chochin refers to traditional Japanese lanterns, which often feature motifs
from Japanese mythology. These lanterns are used in festivals and rituals,
symbolizing guidance and illumination.

Cultural Significance

- Festivals: Chochin are prominently displayed during festivals to ward off
evil spirits and provide light.

D: Daikokuten

Daikokuten is one of the Seven Lucky Gods in Japanese mythology, associated
with wealth, commerce, and prosperity. He is often depicted carrying a bag of
treasures.

Attributes and Iconography

- Appearance: Daikokuten is usually shown with a mallet and a bag of riches.
- Worship: He is commonly prayed to by merchants and businesspeople.

E: Ebisu

Ebisu is another of the Seven Lucky Gods, often associated with fishing and
prosperity. He is depicted as a cheerful figure, sometimes holding a fishing



rod and a big catch.

Myths and Festivals

- Celebration: The Tokyo Takarazuka Ebisu Festival celebrates Ebisu,
attracting many worshippers hoping for a prosperous year.

F: Fujin

Fujin is the god of wind, often depicted as a fearsome figure carrying a
large bag of winds. He is one of the oldest and most powerful deities in
Japanese mythology.

Interactions with Other Deities

- Relationship with Raijin: Fujin is often seen alongside Raijin, the god of
thunder. Together, they represent the forces of nature.

G: Gashadokuro

Gashadokuro is a mythical creature, a giant skeleton that roams the earth at
night. It is said to be formed from the bones of those who died from
starvation or in battle.

Legends and Fear

- Hunting Humans: Gashadokuro is known to stalk solitary travelers, capturing
them and devouring them.

H: Hachiman

Hachiman is the god of war and archery, revered by samurai and warriors. He
is often depicted wearing armor and holding a bow.

Historical Importance

- Shrines: Numerous shrines dedicated to Hachiman exist, with the most famous



being the Hachiman Shrine in Kamakura.

I: Inari

Inari is the deity of rice, agriculture, and fertility, often represented by
foxes. Inari shrines are recognizable by their thousands of vermilion torii
gates.

Fox Symbolism

- Foxes as Messengers: Foxes are believed to be Inari’s messengers, often
depicted in shrine iconography.

J: Jizo

Jizo is the protector of travelers and children and is one of the most
beloved bodhisattvas in Japanese Buddhism. He is often depicted as a small
figure wearing a straw hat and a bib.

Role in Society

- Jizo Statues: Many families place Jizo statues near homes or in cemeteries
to protect their loved ones.

K: Kappa

Kappa are mythical water creatures known for their mischievous nature. They
are often depicted as humanoid beings with a dish on their heads that holds
water, which is their source of power.

Characteristics and Encounters

- Behavior: Kappa are known to challenge humans to sumo wrestling matches and
can be both helpful and harmful.



L: Kintaro

Kintaro is a legendary child hero known for his incredible strength. He is
often depicted riding a bear and is associated with nature and the mountains.

Legends

- Strength and Valor: Kintaro is celebrated in stories for his bravery and
strength, often serving as a protector of the forest.

M: Momotaro

Momotaro, or Peach Boy, is a popular hero in Japanese folklore who was born
from a giant peach. He is known for his adventures fighting demons and
helping the needy.

Important Elements of His Story

- Animal Companions: Momotaro is accompanied by a dog, a monkey, and a
pheasant on his journey to defeat the demons.

N: Noh

Noh is a traditional form of Japanese theater that often incorporates
elements of mythology and folklore. The performances are characterized by
their slow movements and elaborate masks.

Mythological Influence in Noh

- Themes: Many Noh plays are based on tales from Japanese mythology,
exploring the interactions between humans and supernatural beings.

0: Oni

Oni are ogre-like demons in Japanese folklore, often depicted as hulking
figures with horns and wild hair. They are known for causing mischief and
harm.



Role in Festivals

- Setsubun: The Setsubun festival involves the ritual of throwing beans to
drive away Oni, symbolizing the expulsion of evil spirits.

P: Ponkotsu

Ponkotsu refers to a type of spirit or creature that is often seen as a
failure or an outcast. They are commonly associated with humorous tales and
mischief.

Characteristics

- Nature: Ponkotsu spirits often embody the idea of imperfection and the
importance of accepting flaws.

Q: Qilin

The Qilin, often compared to the Chinese unicorn, is a mythical hooved
chimerical creature that symbolizes good luck and prosperity. It is sometimes
depicted in Japanese mythology with a dragon-like appearance.

Significance

- Symbol of Peace: The appearance of a Qilin is often seen as an omen of a
wise and benevolent ruler.

R: Raijin

Raijin is the god of thunder, lightning, and storms, often depicted as a
fierce figure with drums that create thunder. He is usually shown alongside
Fujin.

Worship and Representation

- Temples: Raijin is worshipped in various temples, and his image is used to
protect against storms and calamities.



S: Susanoo

Susanoo is the storm god and the brother of Amaterasu. He is known for his
reckless behavior and adventurous spirit, often involved in battles against
monstrous beings.

Significant Myths

- The Slaying of Yamata no Orochi: One of Susanoo’s most famous exploits is
defeating the eight-headed dragon Yamata no Orochi to save a maiden named
Kushinada-hime.

T: Tengu

Tengu are bird-like creatures often depicted as protectors of the mountains.
They are known for their martial arts skills and are associated with both
good and evil.

Characteristics and Myths

- Appearance: O0ften shown with red faces, long noses, and the ability to fly.
- Role: Tengu can be both protectors of the forest and mischievous
tricksters.

U: Uzume

Uzume is the goddess of dawn, mirth, and revelry. She is famous for her role
in luring Amaterasu out of her cave through dance and laughter.

Celebration and Influence

- Festivals: Uzume is often celebrated in festivals that emphasize joy and
community, embodying the spirit of renewal.

V: Yamata no Orochi

Yamata no Orochi is a legendary eight-headed serpent defeated by



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Amaterasu in Japanese mythology?

Amaterasu is the sun goddess and one of the principal deities in Shinto,
revered as the ancestress of the imperial family.

Who is Susanoo in Japanese mythology?

Susanoo is the storm god and the younger brother of Amaterasu, known for his
wild and chaotic nature.

What is the significance of Koi fish in Japanese
mythology?

Koi fish symbolize perseverance and strength, often associated with the
legend of koi swimming upstream to become a dragon.

What does Yokai mean in Japanese folklore?

Yokai refers to a class of supernatural monsters, spirits, and demons in
Japanese folklore, often possessing both benevolent and malevolent traits.

Who is Inari in Japanese mythology?

Inari is the deity of rice, agriculture, and fertility, often depicted with
foxes, which are considered their messengers.

What is the story of the Kappa in Japanese folklore?

The Kappa is a water creature known for its mischievous behavior, often
depicted as a turtle-like being that resides in rivers and ponds.

What does the term 'Shinto' refer to in Japanese
culture?

Shinto is the indigenous spirituality of Japan, focusing on kami (spirits)
and rituals to connect with these beings.

Who is the moon god Tsukuyomi?

Tsukuyomi is the moon god in Japanese mythology, known for being the brother
of Amaterasu and associated with the night.

What role do Tengu play in Japanese mythology?

Tengu are supernatural creatures often depicted as bird-like humans, serving
as both protectors of the mountains and as tricksters.



What is the legend of Momotaro in Japanese folklore?

Momotaro, or 'Peach Boy,' is a popular folk hero born from a giant peach, who
sets out on a journey to defeat ogres with the help of animal companions.
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